a f ae pe De 
in onl 

ae a {i 7 pes aast t ta ey Ay 
Heese. Meat weEnt ne Nie , 
Vite ay HA Ae Ys biter I 
4 i} ait rd Ohne yeh Lh + 
A. PA CAaH (teh esd Dolde tongs antes 
PAUSE AS LP Age SI 4 LN PON 
NPT 


: ee 
Satna ees 
2 Soar 2 
. vas 
aoe = 
: - at 
Ss eee 
% ~ 
~ 


Tre ees 
eyecare 
oe mata! on 
SS 
ae 
sey 


Petes Ss 
an 
= 


ESN 
ind? 
oe es 


io 
= 4, 
eR Takata 


Ptah: 
aa " 


rie 
Sc 
Sear 


aN 
ae 
Sry 
= 


= 
ra 
% 
ren 
Rhos 
Zeal 


Se 
cS 


+, 
=a 


aa 
al 


= 
iS 
eee 


eae 5 
Sa 
oe 


ip hive 


4a 
Obritme) 
eed 


2. 


oy > 
SSP & 
Siem Tae 
Sera eiereere ree 
Ser Soe 


S 


ay ee 


e 
aye 
Ne 
a 
ays 
; 


7, 
}] Efe a te! 
abd a Roa 


; ‘ 
(e2) 

4 hs Ate 
AER Or ee 


ee 
Tease ES 
eee een = 
im — 


Fak 
sth 


' vk { iy 
f Oi 


mS 
eee 
= 


a 


T 


oh 


a 


hat 
sng Las 
ets 
Ve ¥e aes 


= 


=, 
Ste 


t Coens 
ee 


(13) 
i) 
FAS .G 
st 


vy 
sty 
ie 


My 


Se 


" 


fed Raye 
eines 
SiS 


ars 
Po 
As 


>: 
Pe 
eS 


3; 


= 
¢, 
a! 

ips Tae 
be, 

Sa wee 


oy 

iG : 

ANY teehee AS 
g ; 


mee Da 
ira 
oy 
oe 
ee 
ea 


. 


5, 
i 


aS 
es 


miele 


x 


mp 
renee! 
ae 


tt 
cee 


PSone 
ee 


Says 


rs 
TO ye 


Sethe ri 
PREM ADs 
Ab ASN tet 


oro 
<, 
0 
Ph goe 
he 


ns ; ; es 
te we on ae 


2 


¥ 
Was? ey & “3 j itech Pe 
pies ROT oR my +! PAB iy if: 
ay ¢ ¥ eA : Ae eail) 

Mae pe t " : at x Ms oe Se, wv) 


ih 


rs My 


oe 
= 
= 


— 


Cara 


4 Bean AKyE bare Y: i | AG 

ts PSAP NPE NSN PDA rokeeat EIU 3 aN 
Re REE Wa ORDA A WER oaatunanenh seagaynt 
4 yas (a t ARC as Gm Ear invir aon yes PCTS SIN 

$2 Eeate oh = ‘ bs Ny g % “2 5 


* 
aos 


RO 


3 


USS 
1M 


oH refs wa 
CS > 


DO 
AE 


St) 
ints 


’ 
* 


ve 
Ma 
at 


5 


niger 
Rae] 


the 
Wath 


Nevis 


eit 
UPUEN 


tig: i 
Ee tI 


oJ 
4 
BURN 


rere 


PACOMDELNCH 
Naren ey, A 
Ceara ave won 
ay ore 
Ry Ty Aatnns 


Pye Ntas wRceta Re 
STR Sh 
RLS EONS 

HONS 
Sa 
SRT 





LIBRARY OF THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PRINCETON, N. J. 


PRESENTED BY 


Vlees. eae G i 


: =] sc 

DAViStON.chod-towad. | ; 
. a ne ~~ i } @ : 

Sectton..UN sud | md 


LA , 
Vii 


( 


Comhliments of 
MRS. ELLA G. MAGEE 











THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 
AND THE EVANGELIST 


OLD TESTAMENT 
VOLUME I. 





GENESIS 


BY 


wv 
W. B. RILEY, D.D. 


Pastor First Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Author of “The Evolution of the Kingdom”, 
“Inspiration or Evolution”, “Christ, the 
Incomparable”, etc. 


Published by the 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


COPYRIGHT, 1926 
BY 
Union GOSPEL PrESS 


CHAP. 


Vil: 


XI. 


CONTENTS 


Expository PAGE 
The Inspired Word, Introductory .... 9 


Do Genesis and Geology Agree? 
Gieneoi aur) nen gerne teh seman innniae. =. 2, has 


The Dawn of History, 
(Peres ioolatia Wivel OA eta Reet eit cS 49 


Abraham—the Friend of God, 
Cerasisn Lov Orton 25 71 Ome ene ie ee 69 


Lot’s Successes and Sorrows, 


Cernesign 13125 ro. eens eects 85 


isaac, Jacob and Esau, 
Genesis 2 oelOto.Chapter on saaee an 101 


Joseph, God’s Favorite, Genesis 36—50 119 


Soul-Winning 


The Sunday Evening Service, 
PTET OCUCLORY ody washer tele e ba erik e 6 x 13 


The Light of the World, Genesis 1:3,4 145 


The Greatest Thing in the World, 
Genesis 1:26 to 2:7; Matthew 16:26. . 159 


The Greatest Sin of the Centuries, 
SG OTIOSIS Tox Oetats Ries Speer tka tty beapete 173 


4 CONTENTS 


XII. Paradise Reopened, 
Genesis 3:15, 24 to 4:3,4 .........: 187 


XIII. The Whole Family, or Noah and His 
House; Genesis: 7213 ee eee 203 


XIV. Jacob—Or a Model Vow for a Young 
Man; Gerlesis: 28420-2255 Gay wa eee 219 


PREFACE 


1S author has given full forty years to the ac- 
tive pastorate, never having known a single day 
of exception, and yet has so combined pastoral work 
with evangelism at home and abroad as to win from 
his brethren the special title of “Pastor-Evangelist”. 
In his work in the two fields he has long and sorely 
felt the necessity of what is expressed in the title of 
this book-series, namely, “The Bible of the Ex- 
positor and the Evangelist”. There are commen- 
taries out of number, and Bible expositions in multi- 
tudinous forms, and in most of these teaching and 
evangelistic appeal combine, but almost without ex- 
ception they are so mixed in, that it can not pos- 
sibly be said of one chapter, “This is exposition”, 
and of another, “This is evangelism”. 


The consequence has been that a young minister, 
desiring to prepare a morning expository sermon 
and a night soul-winning one, had at hand no helps 
that would exactly and adequately meet both de- 
mands. 


The work of the pastor and that of the Sunday 
School teacher involves a close and striking paral- 
lelism, for every true teacher of children or adults 
needs to do both the service of teaching and soul- 
winning. The most inviting and promising field of 
evangelism in the world, exists in the Sunday 
Schools, and to provide a hand-book that helps the 
teacher to both evangelize and instruct is surely to 
have met a supreme need. 


The volumes of this series are not in consequence 
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of a plan, but they are the product of a life. Every 
single sermon appearing in it will have been put to 
the test, and its power either to win men or instruct 
them, already proven, as thousands within the 
church to which they have all been delivered, will 
testify, and tens of thousands in the United States 
and other countries, who have given audience to 
certain of these sermons, will bear witness. In un- 
dertaking, therefore, so large a series, the writer 
does not regard himself as experimenting. Surely 
what the spoken truth has so clearly accomplished, 
the printed word will accomplish in part; and pos- 
sibly, through increase of audience, bring even bet- 
ter and larger results. 


Since the author has sought from week to week to 
meet the demands of his lay-student audience, he 
craves the privilege of bringing to a larger number of 
lay-students similar help, and believes that this 
series will encourage general Bible study and there- 
by accomplish an increasing Christian culture. 

Readers of this series will very shortly discover 
that the exposition is in harmony with what is com- 
monly known as fundamentalism. It was at the 
author’s request, backed by a score or more of the 
leading Bible students and teachers of the States, 
Canada, and England, that men came together in 
Philadelphia in 1919 to organize the “World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association’. In connection 
with its organization he was commissioned with the 
Bible Conference work of the Association and in 
less than five years caused to be conducted in the 
States and in Canada two hundred and fifty con- 
ferences at an expense in round numbers of $200,- 


000. 


PREFACE 7 


He is at this writing, the Executive Secretary 
of the Association, and his deliberate purpose is to 
give to readers this “Bible of the Expositor and 
Evangelist” in accord with the faith of that Associa- 
tion as found in the following declaration: 


CHRISTIAN FUNDAMENTALS 
ASSOCIATION 


Doctrinal Statement 


I. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
tament as verbally inspired of God, and inerrant in the 
original writings, and that they are of supreme and final 
authority in faith and life. 


II. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three per- 
sons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


III. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God 
and true man. 


IV. We believe that man was created in the image of 
God, that he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical 
death but also that spiritual death which is separation from 
God; and that all human beings are born with a sinful na- 
ture, and, in the case of those who reach moral responsi- 
bility, becomé sinners in thought, word and deed. 


V. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures as a representative and 
substitutionary sacrifice; and that all that believe in Him 
are justified on the ground of His shed blood. 


VI. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body 
of our Lord, in His ascension into Heaven, and in His pres- 
ent life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate. 


VII. We believe in “that blessed hope”, the personal, pre- 
millennial and imminent return of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 


VIII. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
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Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and thereby 
become children of God. 


IX. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and 
the unjust, the everlasting felicity of the saved and the 
everlasting conscious suffering of the lost. 

Each Book will be treated in its turn, with a view 
to showing the plan and purpose of the Book itself, 
and bringing from its chapters those great and es- 
sential truths which are most needful to Christian 
life and conduct. The author fully realizes the 
enormity, delicacy, and difficulty of his task; and 
yet he dares not yield to the trepidation involved, in 
view of his clear conviction that such a work is both 
needed by, and will prove profitable to, men. 


In giving this extensive work to the public, we 
feel led to say that the task has been made possible 
only by the intelligent and efficient assistance of the 
four secretaries who have wrought with me in its 
production—Mrs. L. W. Camp, Mrs. Ethel H. 
Blake, Miss Ruth A. Wahlquist, and Mrs. Hyacinth 
H. Look. 


Greve i toLamse 


THE INSPIRED WORD 





THE INSPIRED WORD 


Geese inspiration I do not bring to you 
any single text of Scripture upon which to rest 
this article. The simple reason is that its founda- 
tion is found in many texts, and they will lend their 
best support when introduced at the proper points 
‘of progress in this discussion. But to make any con- 
siderable advance in exposition of our belief as 
touching the Holy Scriptures, without introducing 
some sentence from them, would be as difficult, as 
unnatural to my task of defending a faith based 
upon my understanding of the Word. 


I do not precipitate any discussion, however, with 
those holding other evangelical creeds when I say 
that our peculiar notions of Holy Writ were long 
ago expressed by Paul in his Epistle to Timothy: 
“Every Scripture is inspired of God” (II Tim. 3:16, 
R.V.). I doubt if there are any persons in this 
great gathering who dissent from that statement of 
God’s Word. Such a faith has fallen to all of you, 
as it has to me, a sort of spiritual inheritance. Our 
fathers believed and defended it, and we are en- 
tered into their labors. We may but poorly appre- 
ciate the legacy, not having labored for it, but that 
fact does not affect its intrinsic worth nor in anywise 
weaken our hold upon the truth itself. Galileo, giv- 
ing what he did of labor and suffering in defense of 
world-motion, must have set far higher value upon 
his discovery than we are wont to do, but he did not 
hold it as truth any more firmly than do the multi- 
tudes who have fallen heir to his discovery. It is 
now too late in the day of astronomical learning for 

Le 
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men to be upbraided for holding the Copernican 
theory without first having produced all the proofs 
of its correctness. So is it too late in the progress 
of Biblical science for men to ask of us a defense of 
the doctrine of inspiration. The world is not igno- 
rant of those lines of argument employed by the fa- 
thers, and can demand no more of the children of 
this generation than their repetition. The external 
evidences in Prophecy, Miracles, Gospel success, 
etc., are always ready to speak again of the Word, 
saying, “It came from God”, while the testimony 
from within invites every doubting soul to consider 
the wisdom in this Word, its matchless code of 
morals, its superhuman revelations, and the depths 
of its mystery, and know that it is Divine. It is not 
so much my purpose then, to defend the notion of 
an “inspired Bible” as it is to set forth its scriptural- 
ness. The Christian’s appeal to Reason is in the 
language of Revelation. 


THE AUTHOR OF THE WORD. 


To say, “We believe that the Holy Bible was writ- 
ten by men divinely-inspired”, is to touch the ques- 
tion of authorship by the direct route. 


God is the one and only Author! It is a Book hav- 
ing many authors in it but only one Author of it. 
If you looked into the word Paul used to express 
the original source of the Bible you would find it 
reading, “Every Scripture is God inspired”. When 
Paul wrote, much of the New Testament was al- 
ready written and being circulated as the Divine 
complement of the Old. Unquestionably the Apos- 
tle meant to include that in his “every Scripture”, 
otherwise he would have employed the usual term, 
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“The Holy Scriptures”. In pronouncing then, upon 
what is Bible and what is not, we do not face the 
question of degrees in inspiration so that a part of 
John may be rejected upon the plea that the Apos- 
tle wrote when not under the infallible guidance of 
the Spirit, while other parts of the same author must 
be obeyed to the letter as being the very language of 
God. But the question is one of inspiration or no 
inspiration, of original utterance of those moved by 
the Holy Ghost to speak or write, or of some inter- 
polation or mistake in translation. Because a thing 
is found written between the lids of the Bible does 
not prove that thing to be inspired. The Apocryphal 
books, which from time to time have been expunged 
from the Sacred Canon, make up a considerable 
volume of themselves. Even our Canterbury Re- 
vision has pronounced against a few verses which 
we have been wont to read as a part of the message 
from God. That spurious sentences have at times 
crept into the Book of Holy Writ ought not to cast 
any discredit upon the genuineness of the Word, nor 
indeed create a dread in the devout mind lest what 
is believed to be from Heaven should turn out at last 
to be of earthly origin. The jealous care with which 
the Scriptures are guarded, and the ancient auto- 
graphs which remain to measure every translation 
and show its fault and faultlessness, will forever se- 
cure the Bible against other authorship than that of 
God. That God intended to be the sole Author of 
every Book, chapter, verse, sentence, and even word, 
found in the volume bearing His name became cer- 
tain when He caused John to close the Revelation 
by saying, “If any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that are writ- 
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ten in this Book: And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this Book” (22:18, 19). 

Christ Himself, who “thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God”, because He was God’s own Son, 
never claimed any part of the authorship of this 
Word. After all His matchless wisdom was voiced, 
and the world stood gaping while some of its repre- 
sentatives voiced its thought of the Nazarene, (“Nev- 
er man spake like this man”), Christ turned on that 
same wondering world, much as Peter at Jerusalem 
did upon a miracle-astonished multitude, to say, 
“Why marvel ye at this, or why look ye so earnestly 
on me, as though by my own power or holiness I 
had uttered this”? and said “For I have not spoken 
of Myself, but the Father which sent Me, He gave 
Me a commandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak” (John 12:49). 

What Christ disclaimed for Himself He also 
denied to the Holy Ghost, and yet there is no con- 
flict between Christ and Peter and Paul as touching 
the authorship of the Word. Peter said of it, “Holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost” (II Peter 1:21). Paul said, “Every Scripture 
is God-inspired”, and Christ threw the light of per- 
fect harmony upon the words of these two when He 
comforted His sorrowing disciples by the speech, 
“When He, the Spirit of truth, is come He will guide 
you into all truth, for He shall not speak of Himself, 
but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak”. 
His voice shall echo the voice of your great Father, 
God. “He shall take of Mine and show it unto you” 
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(John 16:13-15). The mind of God was brought by 
the Holy Ghost to men, and got intelligent express- 
ion as they voiced it, or caused it to drip from the 
point of the pen. But it was the thought of God, 
not that of men, not that of angels, not that of 
Christ, not that of the Holy Ghost, but of God! 


Divine authorship is perfectly consistent with hu- 
man expression. Some people have difficulty to under- 
stand how God can be the Author of a Book which 
claims to have been written by human hands and 
certainly passed through the medium of the human 
mind. But what is authorship? Who was the real 
author of Robert Hall’s published sermons? Was it 
Hall himself or his amanuensis? They were certainly 
from the hand of the latter so far as written form 
was concerned, and it is to be hoped that they came 
to the paper through the medium of the scribe’s 
mind, but how absurd the question of their author- 
ship appears? The writers of Holy Writ never 
claimed to have originated the ideas they expressed. 
Moses reports the source of his wisdom when he 
relates the circumstances of his call from God. 
“Now, therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth 
and teach thee what thou shalt say” (Exod. 4:12). 
David, the man who was raised up on high, the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist 
of Israel, said, “The Spirit of the Lord God spake 
by me and His Word was in my tongue” (II Sam. 
22:1, 2). Isaiah, that wondrous prophet of the Old 
Testament times, that man who thundered the law 
into the dull, dead ears of Israel, and yet, changing 
his tone at times, preached to them in the speech of 
Gospel grace, opened not his lips to speak until an 
angel, bringing a live coal from off the altar laid it 
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upon his mouth and gave him the very words to be 
borne to his own nation (Js. 6:6,f). The Apostle 
Paul was proud to place this sentence at the open- 
ing of certain arguments against apostasy, “Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly”, and John begins the 
Book of Revelation with this clause, “The revelation 
of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him to show 
unto His servants”. So men merely played the part 
of becoming the mediums of Divine communica- 
tion, and at times, like reporters of less important 
thought, wrote better than they themselves knew. 


To me there is nothing unreasonable or even 
strange in the idea that God should employ the hu- 
man tongue and pen to express Himself. If Heav- 
en has a language it is unknown to us, and God could 
not reveal His truth to us in that, except He turned 
school-master first and taught us to read and write 
in it. Even then He must employ our speech to in- 
struct us in His own, if He follow any known laws 
of learning. Are not our missionaries to Africa fully 
persuaded of the superiority of our own blessed 
English to the gibberish of the Ethiopian dialects, 
and yet how meaningless would be the act of send- 
ing to the Africans Bibles in our tongue. The truth 
may as well have remained in the skies unwritten as 
to come to them in a tongue unknown. It may seem 
a strange treatment of the Heavenly Message to 
take it out of the best language man ever learned 
and force it into clumsy words and poor periods. 
But what matters it about beauty of expression 
when the principal thing is the glorious thought? 
Who dares set dress above the life it clothes? It was 
the truth, it was the life, that God wanted to give 
to us and when He sent it He took the best languages 
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known to men in which to wrap it—the almost sa- 
cred Hebrew and the beautifully flexible Greek. 
Doubtless there were thoughts of God that never 
found a word fit to express them, and yet God may 
impart even these to the devout soul who lives be- 
neath the throne, yet close up to it, but hears from 
the Spirit whispered things that can never be ut- 
tered. There may never have been a marble block 
worthy the thought in Michel Angelo’s mind, nor a 
canvas perfect enough to express Raphael’s concep- 
tions, but the genius of those masters was such that 
defects of material detracted little or nothing from 
the perfection of their art. So, my friends, if it be 
said that God could not express Himself in human 
speech, I answer, Open this Word! Read with 
devout mind, and tell me if the revelation is not 
worthy of God! 


Nor, indeed, does it appear to me incompatible 
that there should be a unity of mind and a multi- 
plicity of tongues and pens. I was somewhat 
amused in reading upon the subject of verbal in- 
spiration to find Salter arguing against it in the fol- 
lowing words, “It is never to be supposed that the 
Divine pattern of the Scriptures should direct every 
word and every phrase by an extraordinary, im- 
mediate inspiration, for then it were impossible 
there should have been a diversity of style”. 

In a railroad office of a great city I looked upon a 
score of stenographers and typewriters. The business 
manager was present to dictate letters. The budget 
of mail just received was to be quickly answered. 
The letters were distributed among the scribes, and 
the master, passing around, dictated the replies. 
Grant that the very words employed by the mana- 
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ger are put into the letters, will not each of them 
bear the marks of the writer’s mind and style? They 
are essentially the letters of one man. He stands re- 
sponsible for every word they contain, and yet each 
scribe has shaded into his batch something of his 
own personality. A wise business manager would 
select the letters to be written with reference to 
the character of the writer. If a business letter, a 
man of business tact; if a letter of friendship, one 
who knew how to express heart-throb. God is no 
blunderer, to select Matthew to write an Epistle to 
the Hebrews when a Paul could be employed. No 
sooner would He set John at logic and Paul at love 
when their essential characters ask an exchange of 
lines. The grandest organ builded may have only 
one blast or breathing place. All the wind passes 
into it through that one aperture and yet, with its 
many pipes and stops, there issues a variety of 
sounds as wondrous as their harmony is perfect. So 
God got best expression of His mind through the 
lives and lines of many men who “spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost”. Multitudinous as 
were the penmen, and various as are their styles of 
writing, there runs from Genesis to Revelation a 
unity of teaching, a oneness of purpose, that whis- 
pers the fact that a single mentality lies back of it 
all; while its infinite qualities leave no doubt that 
Jehovah thought, while Moses, the Prophets, and 
Apostles wrote. 


THE AUTHORITY OF THE WORD. 


All we have said as to authorship tends to prepare 
the way for, and introduce the question of the 
Word’s authority. 
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The Word has the authority of truth. What 
authority equals that of truth? Readers of the 
Pentateuch are not asked to submit to the authority 
of Moses. He may have made mistakes. Certain it 
is that he did make mistakes and was noble enough 
to record them against himself. In doing that he 
gave evidence of the truthfulness of what, under 
God, he wrote. Who can say that truth shall not 
bind me? Peter and Paul were men of like passions 
with us, ’tis true, but if their mouths and pens 
voiced God, who can refuse submission to their 
words? “Let God be true but every man a liar” 
(Rom. 3:4). Instead of quibbling about the author- 
ity of James and John why not discuss the real ques- 
tion of inspiration? Has truth authority? Is Gali- 
leo’s life bound by the discovery of revolutions and 
orbits? Can he say, “I will not believe what I 
know. I will not be bound by what I have dis- 
covered”? On the other hand, could he, even had 
he wished it, could he ever have thrown off from his 
life the yoke of scientific knowledge? Could Luther 
treat with contempt the words of Malachi and Paul 
when, as he climbed the stairway at Rome, they 
came stealing softly into his agitated mind, “The 
just shall live by faith’? Could he go on climbing 
into the cathedral court, into the presence of one 
whom he no longer believed to be the vicegerent of 
God? Christ said, “Thy Word is truth” (John 17: 
17). “To the law and to the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this Word it is because there is no 
light in them” (Js. 8:20). All Scripture inspired by 
God is the truth, and is therefore “profitable for doc- 
trine”. Trust your creed-bridge to no other piers 
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unless you would have it shake beneath your feet 
and fall when touched with error’s weight. 

God’s Word claims also the authority of justice. 
“We believe it reveals the principles by which God 
will judge us”, and those are the principles of jus- 
tice. The Psalmist said, “Against Thee, and Thee 
only, have I sinned and done this evil in Thy sight, 
that Thou mightest be justified when Thou speakest 
and be clear when Thou judgest” (Ps. 51:4). There 
is often a doubt as to the justice of the judge on the 
bench. The man acquitted or condemned may walk 
into the street or to the prison-house carrying in 
his bosom the thought of justice outraged by the 
decision and his opinion may be correct. But where 
God’s Word has spoken, he is blasphemous indeed 
who dares say, as Ingersoll and others say, “It is — 
unjust”? Paul was once a blasphemer, and one who 
scorned the idea that men’s lives and souls should 
stand or fall in time and eternity by the word of the 
Nazarene. And yet, when at last his heart was en- 
lightened and his prejudices killed, he added the New 
Testament to the Old and called it all ““The Word”, 
and with full knowledge of all the judgments recorded 
there as having already happened, or else, as wait- 
ing to be pronounced, he said, “But we are sure that 
the judgment of God is according to truth” (Rom. 2: 
a. 

Can “truth which has no admixture of error” be un- 
righteous? Is there no authority in justice? Why did 
Felix tremble when Paul reasoned of righteousness 
(or justice) and the judgment? Was it not that he 
believed they would one day meet and feared he 
might be ruined forever by their coming together? 
When they do meet who doubts that God’s Word 
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will be opened and immortalities pronounced upon by 
what is written therein? We may never forget that 
Christ said, “I am come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on Me should not abide in 
darkness; and if any man hear My words and be- 
lieve not I judge him not, for I came not to judge 
the world but to save the world. He that rejecteth 
Me and receiveth not My words hath One that 
judgeth him; the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day”. The written Word, 
like the Word Incarnate, speaks not as the Scribes 
and Pharisees, but “with authority”. As Christ had 
the right, the inherent right, to speak with author- 
ity, so the Bible, God’s Book, has an equal right. 
Mr. Beecher once illustrated this thought forcibly 
by referring to a familiar idea of war. If a private 
in the midst of battle should say, “Look to that 
charge upon our flank, we ought to change front”, 
not a man in the rank would stir, but when the 
brigadier general gives an order in the very same 
words he is instantly obeyed. The truth has an 
authority of its own, and yet that authority is in- 
creased a thousandfold when it gets expression from 
one who has a right to speak it. Think not then, to 
treat lightly the word of authority. It is not a thing 
which, like a father, commands to-day and falls it- 
self to-morrow, but remains instead to learn who 
has obeyed or disobeyed, and to declare judgments 
or favor accordingly. It was Christ who said, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words 
shall not pass away”. 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE WORD. 


Perhaps I should say the purposes instead, for it 
would be difficult indeed to select a single purpose 
and say of it, “To this end was God’s Word writ- 
ten’. “We believe the Holy Bible has salvation for 
its end.” And yet, before we can think of allowing 
that sentence to pass as expressing the finale of 
truth, we must stop to consider other thoughts out 
of which that one is always being born. 

First of all, the end of the Bible must be to reveal 
God. Joseph Parker was right when, writinz upon 
the subject of inspiration, he said, “The supreme 
revelation that is made in the Bible is the revelation 
of God. Everything else belongs to the region of 
detail. The Divine personality is the vital and all- 
embracing revelation. Creation may suggest it, the 
curious interweaving and combination of daily 
events may point towards it as towards a possibility, 
but the Bible distinctly reveals it as the secret of all 
things”. I cannot understand the sun, moon, and 
stars, until I have some knowledge of God. I can- 
not decipher the mysteries of the globe beneath my 
feet until I have heard something of Jehovah. I may 
never fully understand all, but sure it is, Moses 
furnished a key unto an otherwise unknown and un- 
knowable universe of thought and life when he said, 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth’. In that short sentence I learn much of Him 
whom many call the “Unknowable One”. It whis- 
pers His wisdom, it declares His power, it opens the 
way to the understanding of His great mind and 
heart. That knowledge is more than desirable, it is 
absolutely essential. You have heard it said, “Like 
priest, like people”, but I say unto you more cer- 
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tainly far, “Like God, like worshippers”. The dev- 
otees of Baal and Ashtoreth must ever remain in 
ignorance and superstition and be possessed of 
fraudulent spirit, guilty of hypocrisy, lying, and of 
shamefully grosser things. The gods were gross, 
what inspiration to their followers to be holy. Eve- 
rything within us and about us whispers of a fatal 
fall to our natures. Without a revelation, without 
even a record of the Eden experience, we might have 
become conscious of a lost estate, but never would 
we have thought of, or wished to regain the for- 
feited paradise had not Moses and the Prophets told 
of Him who walked in Eden in the cool of the day. 
God is the soul-inspiring word, God’s character is 
the admiration of the universe, God’s life is the up- 
lifting force that makes a day of resurrection worth 
while. I am glad that every page of the Holy Word 
gives place to that Name, or presents some feature 
of that Character or brings us into some contact 
with that Life. “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was God”. Let us never forget that 
when we open the sacred volume we study the mind, 
heart, character—the essential self—of the Infinite 
One. 

But a Bible which would reveal God to men must 
not leave man unknown to himself. It was said of 
Christ “He knew what was in man”. It might be 
truthfully said of the Bible, “It has shown us our 
essential selves”. How many in reading it have felt 
and thought as the Chinese convert who came one 
day to Bishop Boone with an open Bible in his hand 
and said, ‘““Whoever made this Book made me. It 
knows all that is in my heart, it tells me what no 
one else except God can know about me, whoever 
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made me, wrote that Book”. James likened a poor 
hearer of the Word to a man beholding his natural 
face in the glass, and going away, straightway for- 
gets what manner of man he was. A man must be 
a poor hearer indeed if in the reflection of his own 
history written there he does not see himself as he 
is. When about to shave I sat my mirror midway be- 
tween two windows where the light from each fell full 
upon my face. When I had finished I noticed every 
unshorn beard was distinctly visible, every abrasion 
of the skin appeared a glaring gash, and every drop 
of blood a blot indeed. I thought, “I will shave here- 
after by one window instead”! Poor, proud fool! As 
if the defects were healed when once they were 
shadow-hidden! Far better look full upon them and 
know just where to pass the razor over again, or to 
what spot face cream should be laid. Christ well 
knew of what He talked when He said, ‘““The Word 
was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 
1:1-4). “And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world and men loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil, for every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light” (John 3:19)— 
the same self-deception of trying to heal a sore by 
throwing shadows across it, or some cloak over it. 
The wise invalid will seek to see every infected spot 
and will hastily call the physician’s attention to 
them all, hiding away not one. I am glad of this 
double-windowed light from God’s Word. It is 
strong enough, ’tis true, to show the cankers of the 
soul, and yet, thank Heaven, it heals what it reveals. 
It discovers faults to correct them, and humbles the 
soul it intends to exalt. 

Dr. Lorimer, in his “Isms Old and New”, relates 
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the story of Plotinus, the young philosopher who 
had sought for truth until ready to despair of ever 
finding it, when Ammonious came in humble garb 
and taught it to him, and then to doubting souls he 
addresses these words, “Why seek ye further? Hear 
this ye young, a greater teacher than Ammonious is 
here. He once lived among men in lowly form, and 
He yet lives in the immortal revelations of this 
sacred Book. Like the inquiring Alexandrian, hum- 
ble your intellect and learn of Jesus, who “spake as 
never man spake”, sit at His feet, permit the super- 
natural to supplement and complete the natural, and 
then you shall go forth enriched with truth, know- 
ing God, knowing self, knowing also how God and 
self touch each other and come into sacred com- 
merce’. Lorimer’s language paves beautifully the 
way to my last thought. 

When God is revealed to man and man is shown 
to himself, then the way of peace and love between 
these two has become a revelation as well. We 
would naturally expect that so noble a Book as is 
the Bible would aim only at the loftiest possible end. 
What higher mission could book ever go out upon 
than that of reconciling a guilty world to the glo- 
rious God who created it and had been rejected by 
it. That such was its mission is as certain as the 
truth which it has already caused to be recorded. 
We do not forget how Paul wrote to Timothy 
of the Scriptures he had known from childhood, 
and which he declared to be able to make him 
“wise unto salvation” through faith in Jesus Christ 
(II Tim, 3:15). No wonder that the Apostle exultantly 
cried, touching the Word, “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto 
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salvation to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 
When I read the Pentateuch I find it full of efforts 
to bring God and man together in peace and love. 
What else mean the laver, and table, and altar, and 
sacrifice? When I read the Psalms I find them filled 
with penitence and praise. The one is an effort to 
get back to God, the other is the result of that 
effort’s success. When I read the Prophets they 
either rebuke the people who have forsaken Jehovah 
or plead with them to return to His service again. 
When I read the Gospel, it is full of atonement, for- 
giveness, pardon, and restored favor from God to 
man. Oh, how I love this Word because it has 
“salvation for its end”. My salvation! Your salva- 
tion, my friend, if you will only believe it. ‘For he 
that believeth hath everlasting life.” 


OE ANt Reber 
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DO GENESIS AND GEOLOGY AGREE? 


HIS theme is one that brings the theologian and 
the scientist into conference, and compels either 
an agreement or a division of opinion. It is not the 
subject of the scientist only, since the Scriptures are 
involved in it; it is not the subject of the minister 
only since science is involved in it. It is a theme of 
which both must think, and if deeply, then speak. 
‘That the scientist is an unbeliever cannot exempt 
him from the force of these remarks. The Bible has 
been in the world too long and is believed by too 
many people for even an unbeliever to ignore it. It 
has seen unbelievers buried by the thousands; in 
fact, it has been the last spokesman at the grave of 
most of them, and men either living or dead, can 
escape neither its speech nor its final judgment. 


My subject involves a question but does not even 
suggest an intended answer. However, being clear- 
ly convinced that truth never clashes with truth let 
me hasten to say that whenever Genesis is properly 
interpreted, and Geology is perfectly understood, in- 
harmony is as impossible as a conflict between God’s 
revelation in the ages of the rocks, and God’s revela- 
tion in the Rock of Ages. 


Prof. George Frederic Wright, Oberlin’s most 
distinguished scientist, once truly said, “From every 
quarter, unexpected light is breaking in upon us 
from apparent darkness. The strength of the evi- 
dence of the truth of the historic statements in the 
Bible is, therefore, not diminished but rather in- 
creased by modern scientific investigation”. 


William B. Scott, of Princeton University, in his 
29 
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big volume “An Introduction to Geology”, says 
truly enough, “In no science are there more open 
questions than in Geology, in none are changes of 
views more frequent, and in none, consequently, 
is it more important to emphasize the distinction be- 
tween fact and inference, between observation and 
hypothesis. An open-minded hospitality for new 
facts is essential to intellectual advance”. 


Entertaining the hope that you come to this study 
with such minds, whether your text-book be the 
Bible or some uninspired volume on Geology, I pro- 
ceed to call your attention to the theme as it relates 
itself to the Order of Creation, the Age of Man, and 
to the Occurrence of the Flood. 


This involves a discussion of the first, sixth and 
seventh chapters of Genesis, and particularly of 
verses 1, 11, 24 and 27, in the first chapter, and the 
24th verse in the seventh chapter. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


Sir Alfred Wallace, who with Darwin, adopted the 
evolutionary hypothesis as a working base for 
scientific investigation, and whose interest in the 
Bible was never great enough to prejudice his think- 
ing in the latter realm, remarks, “The agreement of 
science with Genesis is surely very striking’. The 
man who makes himself familiar with the book of 
Nature and this opening chapter in the Book of 
Revelation, will be profoundly impressed by that 
parallelism. “Geology is the study of the structure, 
history and development of the earth and its in- 
habitants as revealed in the rocks”. Genesis is a 
study of the structure, history and development of 
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the earth and its inhabitants as revealed in The 
Book. 

Geology and Genesis agree in giving vegetation 
first place in Creation. So far as I know there is not 
a geologist of the regular school who doubts that 
alga, or sea weed, is the earliest form of life to be 
found in the world’s burying ground, nor is there 
any dispute in that school over the circumstance that 
plant life, in great abundance, appeared before animal 
existence. 

George Frederic Wright says, “The appearance 
of plants upon the earth preceded that of animal 
life. This is proven by the nature of the case, and 
by positive evidence. So far as is known, animals 
are not able directly to assimilate mineral matter. 
Animals are compelled to feed either upon plants or 
upon one another, while the plants draw their nutri- 
ment directly from earth and air. Plants will also 
endure a much higher temperature than any known 
animal. Some varieties of plants will even with- 
stand 220 degrees above zero, that is, they will not 
be destroyed by boiling water. “Every argument, 
therefore, in support of evolution in nature points to 
the fact of the appearance of vegetable life before 
animal life”. | 

The extensive deposits of black lead, or graphite, 
of Canada is now generally accepted as a pure car- 
bon, or coal, and consequently of vegetable origin. 
And there are men who believe that the archean 
rocks might hold vegetable features but for the cir- 
cumstance that heat has so metamorphized them as 
to destroy the earliest evidences of plant life. 

In a recent published address we called attention 
to the fact that the verse with which Genesis opens, 
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“In the beginning” lays no time limit upon the crea- 
tive acts of God, and presented an elaborate defense 
of the elastic use of the word “day” both by Ancient 
and Modern, and proved by the Book itself that 
Scripture students were not shut up to the solar day 
in interpreting any of the acts of God recorded in 
Genesis, but that God’s days are geological days, 
as extensive in time as the rocks will require when 
once the truth of their creation is clearly known. 

Here then we have Genesis and Geology speaking 
together concerning the formless and nebulous state 
of our original world; and they are clearly together 
when order emerges from chaos in answer to the 
Word of God, “Let the earth bring forth grass” and 
lifts its prophetic face to the freshly revealed but 
imperfect rays of the sun, and is followed in quick 
succession by herbs and trees, the law of whose gen- 
eration was established once and forever, “‘After its 
kind”. 

All claims that this original life was produced by 
a shining sun, by spontaneous generation, by in- 
herent potencies, by any conceivable power apart 
from the God of Genesis, is not science but pure 
speculation; and Geology itself gives such theories 
no approval, and in the light of the Book of Genesis, 
they are nothing better than godless unbelief. We 
are not ready to admit with so-called theistic evolu- 
tionists that the speck of protoplasm is as perfect a 
proof of God as is a completed universe. Logic in- 
sists that if men make such a speck the only god 
of the universe they render some intelligent account 
of the origin of the speck itself, and further account 
for the infinite potentialities in that speck, which, if 
it wrought out a universe, must have been not only 
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as powerful but as infinitely wise as the God of the 
Bible. For while the illimitable number of planets, 
and unthinkable systems that fill infinite space im- 
press us to the point of awe, we can come back to 
the single perfected feature of life, namely the eye, 
and if we attempt to account for it, have coerced 
from our lips—“ONLY GOD”! It is little wonder 
that Charles Darwin, long after he had written “The 
Origin of Species” candidly exclaimed “The eye, to 
this day, gives me a cold shudder”. It will continue 
to give an ague to any godless atheist who looks 
into its limpid depths, and recognizes the infinity 
of wisdom in its organism and function. 

Geology and Genesis agree in giving fish and fowl 
the second place in creation. “And God said, Let 
the waters bring forth abundantly the moving crea- 
ture that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the 
earth in the open firmament of heaven”. In the 
language of a believing Scientist, “We are not com- 
pelled to suppose that every class of winged fowl 
and every class of sea monster was actually brought 
into existence during that period”, but that certain 
and prophetic features of both appeared in that ex- 
act place is put past controversy by the investiga- 
tion of this cemetery of the centuries. 

Oberlin’s great geologist tells concerning the be- 
ginning of animal life upon the earth and sea, that 
“it was first peopled with animals not having a 
backbone, such as the various kinds of shell fish, 
and later fishes with a backbone, then amphibious 
life, the frog and reptiles. The origin of birds is 
less determined. There seems to be no doubt that 
they preceded the earliest mammals”. How re- 
markable! Moses had not opened the bowels of the 
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earth to discover their contents. In spite of his 
matchless mind and his evident learning, it is not 
the least likely that by pick and shovel he first 
pursued nature’s order and then later recorded it in 
the first book in his Pentateuch. The parallelism 
there between these two records is exactly such as 
to exclude the explanation of a fortunate guess, 
and to compel the view that science, properly in- 
terpreted, and inspiration correctly understood, 
speak together. Once admit the opening sentence 
of Scripture “In the beginning God”, and nature’s 
puzzles are not longer unsolved or insoluble. Once 
admit the truth of that opening sentence and we 
have an instant, adequate, and only conceivable ex- 
planation, and the same shibboleth for Geology and 
Genesis being alike voiced in the first instance 
through the stones of the earth, and in the second, 
through human speech, they answer the one to the 
other point by point to the last particular. 

Geology and Genesis agree in giving vertebrate 
animals third place in creation. One night in Fol- 
well Hall, the University of Minnesota, I listened to 
a biological teacher lecture from an hour and a quar- 
ter to an hour and a half in favor of the evolution- 
ary hypothesis, marshalling fancies of mind in the 
name of facts, multiplying inferences in lieu of argu- 
ments, trying to secure an acceptance of mere specu- 
lation by calling it science, and yet the very chart 
that he drew on the board confirmed the Genesis 
story as to the order of creation. He too had to 
admit that as one walked upward from the Archean 
and Palaeozoic, in through the Mesozoic, the Ceno- 
zoic, and Quaternary to the present period he passed 
from vegetable through sea life, and air life, to — 
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mammals, and that very order, according to the 
orthodox chart of present-day Geology and honest 
biologists, is exactly such as is set down in the open- 
ing sentence of the Book Divine. 

It would hardly be necessary to remark here that 
the Bible does not require us to believe that all 
species of mammals appeared at one time; there is 
no inharmony between Geology, which will tell you 
that the lower forms, or partial mammals, appear 
first and the more perfected mammals later, and the 
Genesis account of their place in the creative week. 
In fact, there is a strong hint in the Genesis account 
of this exact order, “the living creature” is men- 
tioned first, “cattle” second, and that this is not 
simply an accident of statement is argued in the 
circumstance that in the twenty-fifth verse the 
“beasts of the earth” first, and “cattle” later, and 
then “everything that creepeth upon the face of the 
earth, after his kind”. 

It is readily conceded according to the orthodox 
Geologist that true mammals, like cattle and horses, 
cats, dogs and apes were the last of God’s creatures 
before the appearance of man. One cannot escape 
a feeling of profound pity for the hosts of young 
men and women who, in many of the Universities of 
the present moment are being brought to believe 
that the Bible is an absurd Book, not only devoid of 
science but utterly destitute of the simplest veracity, 
and that its statements are diametrically opposed 
to discovered truth; and, to believe in it is to be a 
mental mossback, an intellectual indolent. Alas for 
such nonsense! The greatest thinkers of all cen- 
turies have not only believed in the Bible, but have 
been made great by the Bible. The very schools 
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that now seethe with skepticism owe their existence 
' to the plenary powers of Scripture, and the boys and 
girls who are being led away from God and the 
Gospel by certain superficial professors, absurd text- 
books, sovietized influences, would be sitting at 
home with folded hands and vacant minds and hun- 
gry stomachs, and ill-clad forms, or else flapper-like, 
flitting from place to place, in search of some new 
pleasure, or looking for a possible employment, 
were it not for the inspiration, intelligence and in- 
dustry begotten in the lives of their parents by 
perusal of and confidence in the matchless Word of 
God. 

But once more, Geology and Genesis agree in giv- 
ing man the fourth and last place in creation. The 
creative week was coming to a close when God said, 
“Let Us make man in Our image, after Our like- 
ness”. In the University lecture to which I have 
before referred the Professor, after having declared 
the unproven proposition that millions, and possibly 
billions of years had been required to bring the 
earth from a molten mass to its present estate, cover 
it with verdure, and people it with animal life, dared 
the indefensible speculation as to the probable 
length of time to be given to the various ages mak- 
ing up the sum total of a short eternity. Footing 
his figures he accounted for it all without giving 
one single minute to man. In the free discussion 
that followed, keeping in mind Prof. Conkling’s re- 
cent book “The Direction of Human Evolution” and 
his unscientific and unscriptural suggestion that 
man had probably been on the earth for the space 
of three to five hundred thousand years, I asked the 
Professor why he, being an evolutionist, gave no 
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time or place for man’s occupation of the earth, to 
which he candidly answered, and I think righteous- 
ly, “Well, by way of comparison it is too short to 
take account of”. Once more Genesis is confirmed, 
man—the completion of God’s creations, as well as 
the crown of the same! Prof. Keyser, discussing the 
order of nature says, “First came the oblique forms 
of life, which were obviously vegetable; then the 
primal forms of animal life; then the higher forms; 
lastly man himself like a crown upon the pedestal 
of creation”. Genesis and Geology speak together. 


THE AGE OF MAN 


It is impossible to study the Bible and escape the 
discussion of this subject. We do not believe in the 
infallibility of Usher’s Chronology, but we do hold 
tenaciously to the evident, unbroken history of man 
recorded in this Book and to the undeniable fact 
that his period upon the earth can be, through its 
pages, traced to a comparative certainty, and in so 
doing there is no conceivable acceptance of the now 
current theory that he has been on the earth some- 
where between three hundred thousand and a mil- 
lion years. Here again speculation runs rife, and dev- 
otees of a doctrine made out of flimsy material of 
the imagination, manufacture arguments and then 
seek to give them substance by calling them scien- 
tific facts! 

There is no conclusive evidence of the extreme age 
of the earth. In fact every argument that has been 
presented in defense of that theory is now tottering 
to its base. The Werner, or “onion coat” theory of 
layers is receiving fatal blows by the facts of 
modern discovery. Archean, Algonkian, Cambrian, 
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Silurian, Devonian, Carboniferous, Jura-trias, Cre- 
taceous, Eocene, Neocene, Pleistocene and the Re- 
cent are now found to be not as was supposed, uni- 
form. On the contrary, there are great portions of 
the earth where certain of these do not exist at all. 
Other great portions where their order is changed, 
and often even reversed, and there are notable liv- 
ing scientists who contend that there is no sufficient 
proof that one stratum of rocks is older than anoth- 
er. 

Prof. George McCready Price’s volume on “The 
Fundamentals of Geology” discusses this theme 
elaborately. If he stood alone, one might laugh him 
out of court, but when so capable a mind as was that 
of the late William Cleaver Wilkinson of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago says, “It seems to me you have 
demonstrated the hopelessly unscientific character 
of the hitherto accepted geological notions”, thinking 
men give attention. When so great an author as Prof. 
A. H. Sayce of Oxford writes, “The book puts old 
facts in a new light, and confirms Sir H. Howorth’s 
arguments which have never yet been answered by 
orthodox geologists’, it lends power to Price’s pen. 
When Prof. Luther T. Townsend of Boston Uni- 
versity remarked, “The book ought to have a place 
among college text books”, and when the late Prof. 
Franklin Johnson of the University of Chicago says, 
“Tt is a remarkable piece of logical reasoning”, and 
George E. Bailey, Professor of Geology in the Uni- 
versity of California writes, “I think you have 
peeled the “onion coat” theory completely. Your 
book is like finding a spring after toiling through 
the dry-as-dust desert’, it would seem quite well 
worth while for a second year student in the uni- 
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versity to conclude that the tpse dixit of his class 
teacher had not settled forever the age of the Earth. 

The argument from the great peat and coal de- 
posits is no longer an effective evidence of untold ages. 
If one will consent with Isaac N. Vail the geologist, 
that this world once had an aqueous ring round 
about it akin to the inner ring that revolves about 
the planet Saturn, it will enable him to explain in- 
stantly the tropical atmosphere that enveloped the 
entire Earth, characterized by a humidity that 
would explain the rank and rapid growth of vegeta- 
tion, in such quantities as to account in a short time 
for all the graphite, peat and coal deposits of the 
earth and at the same time show exactly how, by 
a cooling process, that ring was broken and that 
upper ocean poured its contents upon the earth in 
the flood recorded in Genesis. 

What proportions this ring might have taken we 
do not know but it is claimed by scientists that 
19,000 miles away from the surface of Saturn re- 
volves an ocean, an aqueous ring, 8,000 miles broad 
and 100 miles thick! Genesis tells us that originally 
a similiar condition existed concerning our earth. 
“And God made a firmament (Heb. rakia, expanse) 
that divided the waters which were under the ex- 
panse (or firmament) from the waters which were 
above the expanse (or firmament)”. 

Such a ring would in all probability give to our 
entire world a humid and even torrid atmosphere by 
which a few thousand years would suffice for the 
rank vegetable deposits now being uncovered by 
pick and spade. The argument of hundreds of thou- 
sands of years from the Niagara Falls and the St. 
Anthony Falls is also failing. Such dependable 
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authorities as George Frederic Wright of Oberlin, 
Dr. William Andrews, Prof. Winchell, fix the time 
required for the cutting of these channels between 
5,000 and 10,000 years, and they are men who have 
perhaps given more study to it than any names that 
can be called. 

Professors Holmes, LeConte, Boyd, Dawkins, 
Gandry, Favre and others admit that though the 
glacial period commenced in remote time, it was not 
withdrawn until recent times—an argument which 
would hardly seem to need emphasis in view of the 
fact that great glaciers are still with us. 

When the last argument is in we are confident 
that these eons with which the professed scientists 
of the day have filled their quivers will be found as 
unsubstantial and pointless as are the arguments 
for evolution. 

Geology holds no indication of the countless cen- 
turies some accord to man. The half million years 
of Conkling, the millennium of millenniums of Os- 
borne and the ages untold of Davenport will even- 
tually make these names, now honored by some, to 
stand more in mock than mark! Notwithstanding 
the plaster busts of New York’s “Hall of Man” and 
San Diego’s Anthropology Exhibit, there is no de- 
pendable proof that one upright individual worthy 
to be called Home Sapiens ever set foot on the earth 
at as remote a period as seven thousand years, since 
“The Hall of Man” is unquestionably the greatest 
hoax ever imposed upon an unthinking public, or 
perpetrated against unsuspecting youth. The argu- 
ment for remote man from flint chips, arrowheads, 
bone implements, carved wood and other evidences 
of the human hand brought from deposits that hold 
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fossils of pre-glacial animals, is no longer accepted 
as a proof that man has antiquity of history, for the 
double reason that the convulsions of the earth and 
the baptism of the flood are entirely sufficient to ac- 
count for this commingling, and no more centuries 
are needed for the history of man upon the earth 
than are recorded in that matchless Book that has 
stood every test of the centuries, namely, the Bible. 

But to make this argument finally effective, I am 
compelled to add a third remark, There is no authen- 
ticated specimen of pre-historic man known to the 
researches of science. In saying this I do not forget 
the New York hoax, “The Hall of Man!” Nor do 
I intend that unschooled men and women and cal- 
low youth shall be imposed upon by so preposterous 
and unproven an output! The Anglia skeleton, late- 
ly paraded as a pre-historic man, is on further in- 
vestigation proven to have had no Simian ancestry 
whatever, but to have enjoyed good English blood 
and doubtless a Christian burial! 

The Piltdown Man, Charlie Dawson’s remarkable 
discovery, is now Scientifically shown to be the com- 
bination of a modern human skull with the jaw of 
‘a chimpanzee, giving perfect occasion to Alfred 
Watterson McCann’s fling at the doughty professor. 
“Instead of an incipient ‘Dawn Man’ we have here a 
comic cartoon under the caption, ‘Good night, Mr. 
Dawson’ ”’! 

Pithecanthropus erectus! Our old friend of col- 
lege days! How we grieve to lose him! But there 
was no evidence whatever that he was entitled to 
his name, or lived at a time that justified his reputa- 
tion. He too seems to be a collection of animal and 
human bones ingeniously combined and imagina- 
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tively formed to stand once more in the midst of 
his fellows. But alas for the proofs that he is pre- 
historic. They, like many bones brought forth from 
the bowels of the earth, perish and crumble in the 
light of day, and so on, to the end of the whole list 
of Osborn’s plaster menagerie. 

The scientific accuracy with which these ancient 
mortals, or immortals as the case might have been, 
are reproduced, is shown in the circumstance that 
one of the most famous of them, whose proportions 
were reckoned by a famous Dutch scientist, loomed 
large while Prof. Osborn’s own expert in measur- 
ing prehistoric dead men produced the same in- 
dividual after a small pattern. Who will say that 
science is not accurate, or dispute with Mr. Osborn 
the dead certainty that his plaster cast Freak Show 
is not in perfect keeping with the pre-historic 
Simian Homo Sapiens? 

When the last word on this subject is spoken, we 
have no fears whatever but that it will be found 
agreeing perfectly with the statements of Scripture, 
and confirming the faith of men who have put not 
their trust in college “princes” but in God’s Christ 
and sacred Scripture! 

Finally, let me call your attention to the third 
point in the agreement between Genesis and Geol- 
ogy manifested in 


THE OCCURENCE OF THE FLOOD 


The fact of the flood is affirmed by all the families 
of the earth! This statement is not only not disputed, 
it is not even debated. The Encyclopedia Brit- 
tanica article, written from the standpoint of evolu- 
tion and with the evident intent of discrediting 
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Scripture, admits that this tradition has girdled the 
globe. Question what nation you please, and either 
in traditional or written form they give an account 
of the flood. But there are men who try to make it 
out that the Bible account was borrowed from one 
of these traditions. Unprejudiced students know 
that the opposite is true. The traditions rest upon 
the same event, but unlike the Bible, being unin- 
spired and not divinely protected, they have become 
corrupt in form, fantastic in expression and even 
ridiculous to reason. 

The Bible account, however, remains simple, 
direct, dignified, certified! It not only records the 
flood itself in language capable of scientific explana- 
tion, but also the escape of Noah and his house in a 
vessel adequate and ample. According to the pro- 
portions of Genesis his ark was 5624 ft. long, 93% ft. 
wide and 56} ft. in depth, comporting favorably with 
the “Celtic” of the White Star Line, which is 700 ft. 
in length, 75 ft. in width and 493 ft. in depth. 

The corrupted and degenerate accounts of the 
flood found in other nations prove the incident, but 
reveal the difference between the report of an in- 
spired prophet and the aberrations of tradition. 

A notable writer says of the flood, “This great 
world catastrophe is now as well established as is 
the destruction of Carthage or the burning of Mos- 
cow”. But one can hardly be content with even 
that concession. It is better established than either 
or both, for its contributions to the valleys of the 
world and its marks upon the mountains of the same 
are as extensive as the continents themselves! 

The statement of the flood in Genesis is positively 
proven in Geology. The highest mountains of earth 
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and practically every range upon it, are inlaid with 
indisputable proofs that the sea once prevailed there. 
Fossil, fishes, sea shells and other varied forms 
testify to the day when the waters of the earth pre- 
vailed over all its lands, while almost unbelievable 
heaps of animal bones, tightly packed together and 
entombed in special spots of earth, prove that they 
perished by no natural cause, but were overwhelmed 
and buried by a universal catastrophe, which either 
drove them to the last possible retreat that held 
hope of escape, to die in heaps, or else and more 
likely, by waves that washed them into these great 
heaps and covered them with the sand and vegeta- 
ble deposits such as now encase them. 


Through all the days of college life and succes- 
sive years of study given to this subject, I never 
saw in print any rational explanation of either coal 
or nitrogen-potash-deposits, until I read the state- 
ments of those more recent scientists who, divest- 
ing themselves of prejudice and comparing the facts 
of geology with the flood account of Genesis, pre- 
sented a clear and reasonable explanation of it all. If 
one will accept with open mind three statements 
from Genesis, this conundrum of the ages clears. 
The first is the statement of “the waters which were 
above the firmament” (Gen. 1:7)—Vail’s aqueous 
ring. The second is the dual declaration in Genesis 
7:11, “The fountains of the great deep were broken 
up and the windows of heaven were opened”, a 
catastrophe resulting from the evident combination 
of cooling to such a point that the aqueous ring was 
no longer suspended, but broke and poured its con- 
tents as through windows upon the earth, tipping the 
same to a new axis which broke up the fountains of 
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the great deep, spilling every ocean of earth over 
all continents and throwing the same into a wob- 
bling state which would later create tidal waves— 
what one scientist terms “true translation waves” 
to travel at the rate at the equator of a thousand 
miles per hour, and easily account for the great 
gulches torn into mountain sides, lapped out of val- 
leys, and almost for the eventual beds of the oceans 
themselves! 


It is amazing how many difficulties fade when one 
accepts this Scripture philosophy. The fossil forms 
on the tops of these mountains are not antique— 
they are comparatively modern, and would have 
been carried there and deposited by such tidal 
waves. The temporary loss of equilibrium would 
account for the covering of the polar ends of the 
earth with snow and ice, and when it finally settled 
down to its present axis, it left enormous glaciers to 
melt and waste with the progress of time. It would 
also account for the presence of tropical animals at 
the poles, and for the instantaneous cold that killed 
and then congealed and preserved them. It is the 
only explanation that has come to my view that satis- 
factorily accounts for the enormous coal deposits 
now being discovered in Artic regions. In fact 
there are many reasons to believe that it was this 
breaking of the aqueous ring, bringing a flood upon 
the earth, and this loss of the old axis that would crack 
the earth at points, pouring the waters in upon the 
internal fires and producing the upheaval that made 
the great mountain rangers of the world-catastro- 
phic effects before which the mind of the scientist 
has staggered and for which he has never yet pro- 
duced a satisfactory explanation. 
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I confess frankly that this study of geological 
formations, with its strange deposits of flora and 
fauna, finds in all literature but one adequate ex- 
planation and that is written into the Genesis flood 
record. Even to this day islands are being created, 
the bottom of the sea is being broken from time to 
time and forced into mountain ranges, and while 
the earth’s crust has cooled to such an extent and 
thickness that these catastrophes occur on a smaller 
scale and less often, it is the same combination of 
fire and water that effects the kindred result. 

The Genesis report of the flood is like that of the 
creation, brief and pointed, descending to no partic- 
ulars whatever, except as it reveals God’s dealing 
with man and the redemption of Noah. 

George Frederic Wright does show that Noah 
kept a log book for the period of 370 days in all of 
which time his vessel was afloat, but not one word 
of his harrowing experiences, the miraculous preser- 
vation of his ship and family, the throes of an un- 
balanced world, the rising of mountains and the 
deepening of seas! The Bible is a revelation of the 
truth, not a gratification of curiosity. 

However, to believe this Book is to see the last 
truth I wish now to emphasize. Geology is itself a 
gospel of the grace of God! The world’s traditions 
of a flood are written in the eternal archives of the 
earth and those traditions are recorded in the Book 
of Genesis, and Genesis puts its emphasis where the 
emphasis belongs—on the personality and power of 
God, the judgment that befell a world, the relation 
of prophecy to salvation, the symbolism of an ark, 
the saving of the righteous and the re-peopling of 
the earth through a faithful house. This is not a 
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gospel with God left out! There is no gospel if sin 
be not judged and righteousness be not approved 
and rewarded. There is no gospel if the sinner is 
not shown a way of salvation. There is no gospel 
that leaves out of its revelation types of the true Sa- 
viour, even Christ. 

I have in my library Seiss’ “The Gospel in the — 
Stars”. I am rather inclined to think the good will 
of God toward man is written there, and possibly 
too that fact made the Psalmist cry, “The heavens 
declare His glory”. 

But 1f I lower my eyes from heaven to earth and 
were able to lift its layer pages and peruse them 
carefully and understand them perfectly, I would 
stand all amazed before the revelation of sin that 
wrought havoc in the earth, or righteous judgment 
executed against the iniquity of an unworthy peo- 
ple, of the great doctrine of election as revealed in 
Noah and his house; and then if I studied this his- 
tory of the past, prophecy would lift my vision to 
the rainbow and remind me that while God would 
never again destroy the earth by flood, the fires of 
His judgment will one day cleanse the same, and as 
in the days of Noah, only them that believe, will find 
in Christ, the Ark, sufficient for their soul’s salva- 
tion! 
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THE DAWN OF HISTORY 
Genesis 1:1—11:10. 


| beginning this “Bible of the Expositor and 
Evangelist”, I am keenly sensible of the serious- 
ness of my task. The book to be treated is the Book 
of Books, the one and only volume that has both 
survived and increasingly conquered the centuries, 
and that now, in a hoary old age, shows no sign of 
weakness, holds no hint of decay or even decrepi- 
tude; in fact, the Book is more robust at this 
moment than at any time since it came to comple- 
tion, and it gives promise of dominating the future 
in a measure far surpassing its influence upon the 
past. 

The method of studying the Bible, to be illus- 
trated in these pages, is, we are convinced, a sane 
and safe one, if not the most efficient one. Years 
since, certain statements from the pen of Dr. James 
M. Gray, superintendent of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, fell under our eyes, and those statements have 
profoundly influenced our methods of study. 

Five simple rules he suggested for mastering the 
English Bible: 

First, Read the Book. 

Second: Read it consecutively. 
Third: Read it repeatedly. 
Fourth: Read it independently. 
Fifth: Read it prayerfully. 

Applying these suggestions to each volume in 
turn, if one’s life be long continued, he may not 
hope to master his English Bible, but he will certain- 
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ly discover its riches increasingly, and possess him- 
self more and more of its marvelous treasures, 


It was on the first Sunday of July, 1922, that 1 
placed before myself and my people the program of 
study that produced these volumes. To be sure, 
much of the work had been done back of that date, 
but the determination to utilize it in this exact man- 
ner was fully adopted there and then. It was and 
is my thought that the greatest single weakness of 
the present-day pulpit exists in the circumstance 
that we have departed from the custom of our best 
fathers in the ministry, namely, Scriptural exposi- 
tion. If, therefore, these volumes shall lead a large 
number of my brethren in the ministry, particularly 
the young men among them, to become expository 
preachers, and yet to combine exposition with evan- 
gelism, my reward will be my eternal riches. 

Stimulated by that high hope, I turn your atten- 
tion to the study itself, and begin where the Book 
begins and where all true students should begin, 
with Genesis 1:1, but in thought, an eternity beyond 
the hour of its phrasing, for by the opening sentence 
we are pushed back to God. “In the beginning 


GOD”. 


That is the starting point of all true studies. The 
scientist is compelled to start there, or else he never 
understands where he is, nor yet with what he deals. 
God, the One of infinite wisdom, infinite power, in- 
finite justice and of infinite goodness—“In the be- 
ginning God”. 

Having heard that name and having understood 
the One to whom it is applied, we are prepared for 
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what follows,—“created the heavens and the earth” 
—marvelous first verse of the Bible! 

All in this first chapter is wrapped up in that first 
sentence; that is the explanation of all things; what 
follows is simply the setting forth of details. 

I agree with Joseph Parker that the explanation is 
“simple”. No attempt at learned analysis; that the 
explanation is “sublime” because it sweeps in all of 
time, all of material suggestions, all of power and 
illustrates all of wisdom—“the heavens declare the 
glory of God and the firmament showeth His handi- 
work; day unto day uttereth speech and night unto 
night showeth knowledge”, and it is a sufficient ex- 
planation, the only one that satisfies the mind of 
man. 

Infidel evolutionists cannot account for the be- 
ginnings. The geologist who does not believe, digs 
down to a point where he says, “Who started all of 
this?” and waits in sadness while the dumb rocks 
are silent; but for the Christian student no such 
mystery makes his work an enigma. 

Everywhere he sees the touch of God; in the 
plants, the animals, the birds and in man,—“God”. 
Where the unbeliever wonders and questions to get 
no reply, the believer admires, saying, “This is my 
Father’s hand, the work of my Father’s word”. 
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear’”’ 
(Heb. 11:3), and he joins with the Psalmist, “Let all 
nations praise the name of the Lord for He com- 
manded and they were created” (Ps. 108:5). 

Competent scholars have called attention to the 
careful use of words in the Bible, a use so painstak- 
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ing and perfect as to give a scientific demonstration 
of the verbal inspiration theory. When it is said 
that ‘‘God created the heavens and the earth’, the 
Hebrew verb “bara” is employed, and it means “to 
create something from nothing”, so that God gave 
the death blow to the evolution theory some thou- 
sands of years before that unprovable hypothesis 
was born! The same word “bara” is also used in 
the 21st verse concerning the creation of mammals, 
and three times in the 27th verse concerning the 
creation of man, while a kindred word e‘asah” 
(neither of which convey any such thought as 
growth or evolution) is employed concerning His 
making man in His own image in verse 26. 


God, then, is not a mechanic; He is a Creator. 
He did not come upon the scenes of the universe to 
fashion what existed independent and apart from 
Him, but to create and complete according to His 
own pleasure. 


In later chapters we shall show how these crea- 
tive acts are confirmed by science itself, and argue 
the utter folly of trying to find incompatibility be- 
tween God’s Work and God’s Word. 


So for the present we may pass from God the 
Creator, as revealed in the first chapter, to 


ADAM THE MAN 


of the second chapter. ‘An infinite decline”, some- 
body says. But let us be reminded that it is not so 
great as appears at this present hour. The only 
man God ever made outright was not what you and 
I see now. The man He made was “in His own 
image, after His own likeness”, only as far below 
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Him as the finite is below the infinite; as the best 
creation is below the best Creator. 

The man God made “was good”. The man God 
made was great. The man God made was wise. 
The man God made was holy. The men we see 
now are not His children, but the children of the 
fallen Adam instead, for Eve, fallen, brought forth 
after her kind; and what a fall was that! 

When man disobeyed, he brought on himself and 
all succeeding ages sin, and its wretched results. 
There ure those who blame God for the fall of man 
and say, “He had no business to make him so he 
could fall”. But everything that is upright can fall, — 
and the difference between a man who could not fall 
and a man who could fall is simply the difference 
between a machine and a sentient, intelligent, up- 
tight, capable being. 

There was but a single point at which this man 
could oppose Providence. Situated and environed 
as Adam was, the great social sins that have crushed 
the race could make no appeal to him. It is com- 
monly conceded that the Decalogue sweeps the 
gamut of social, ethical and even religious conduct. 
Adam had no occasion to bow down before another 
God, for Jehovah, his Creator, was his counsellor 
and friend, and of other gods he knew nothing nor 
had he need of such. There was no provocation 
that could tempt him to take the name of that God 
in vain. There was no Sabbath day, for all days 
were holy, and the condemnation to labor was not 
yet passed. There was no father and mother to be 
honored. To have committed murder was unthink- 
able; first because there was no provocation, and 
second, such an act would have left him in the world 
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alone, his heart craving, unsatisfied, and his very 
kind to perish. The seventh commandment meant 
nothing to the man whose wife was “in the image 
of God”, and the only woman known. Theft was 
impossible, since all things belonged to him. False 
witness and covetousness against a neighbor—he 
had no neighbor. ° 

But when God selected for Himself a single tree, 
leaving the rest of the earth to Adam, and he proved 
himself unwilling to let the least of earthly pos- 
sessions be wholly the Lord’s, he gave an illustra- 
tion to the unborn millenniums that man, in his al- 
most infinite greatness, would not abide content that 
God Himself should be over and above him; and 
from that moment until this, that very thing has 
been the crux of every contention between the Di- 
vine and the human. If we may believe the Proph- 
ets, it was that very temptation that caused Luci- 
fer’s fall and gave us the devil and hell! 

All talk of shallow minds “that God condemned 
the race because one man happened to bite into an 
apple’, is utterly wide of the mark. Condemnation 
rests upon the race because every man born of the 
flesh has revealed the same spirit of rebellion shown 
by our first parents—we will not have God rule over 
us even to the extent of keeping anything from us. 
The wealth of His gifts should shame and restrain 
against His few prohibitions. 

But, alas for man’s guilt and godlessness! Equal- 
ly wide of the mark is that other superficial reason- 
ing that it is unjust of God to condemn me because 
some one of my forefathers misbehaved! Why 
charge God with injustice concerning something He 
has never done and will never do? Why not let 
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Him speak for Himself in such matters, and listen 
when he declares, “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the fa- 
ther, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20). 

If, therefore, Adam with a body, mind and spirit 
unsullied, never having been weakened by an evil 
act or habit, did not stand, what hope for any man 
in his own merit. “Are we better than they? No, 
in no wise, for we have before proved both Jews 
and Gentiles that we are all under sin”. “As it is 
written, There is none righteous, no not one. There 
is none that understandeth. There is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way. They are altogether become unprofitable” 
(Rom. 3:9-12). 

You say that the temptation was a subtle one. I 
answer, Yes, that is Satan’s way to this hour.. You 
say, The desire was for wisdom. I answer, Yes, 
that is still Satan’s appeal; you need to see and to 
know more than you do, hence you had better try 
this sin. 

Over one of the most palatial but wicked door- 
ways of all Paris there used to be an inscription, 
“Come in; nothing to pay”, and so far as mere en- 
trance to that place was concerned, that was true. 
But those who entered found when they had come 
out that they had visited the place at the cost of 
character, not to speak of that meaner thing— 
money. 

In passing, we call your attention to the justice 
of God’s judgment upon this sin. Its heaviest sen- 
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tence fell upon the serpent, Satan’s direct agent; 
that wisest of all beasts of the field. He was ac- 
cursed above all cattle, and brought down from his 
upright, manly-appearing position to go upon his 
belly and to eat dust all his days, and to be hated 
and killed by the seed of the woman with whom he 
had had such influence. 


The second sentence in weight fell upon the wom- 
an who listened to this deception and led the way 
in disobedience. The man did not escape. The as- 
sociate in sin never does. His love for the principal 
may in some measure mitigate God’s judgment, but 
the justice of God would be called in question, and 
even His goodness, if He permitted any sin to be 
unpunished. 


EVE, THE PRINCIPAL PERSON 


in this third chapter must have been in her unfallen 
state Adam’s equal, mentally and morally. We have 
had great women, beautiful women, women worthy 
the admiration of the world, but I have an idea that 
the world’s greatest woman was not Cleopatra, the 
beautiful but selfish; nor Paula, that firmest of all 
friends; nor Heloise, the very embodiment of affec- 
tion; nor Joan or Arc, heroism incarnate; nor Eliza- 
beth, the wonderful queen; nor Madam De Stael of 
letters; nor Hannah Moore of education; but Eve, 
our first mother. 

When I think on her and look at the frail, feeble, 
sickly, sinful sister of the streets, I feel like weep- 
ing over the fact that our first mother fell; and to- 
day among her daughters are those so far removed 
from God’s ideal. 
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THE FAMILY 


of the fourth chapter had its beginning in sin, and it 
is a dreadfully dark picture that is here presented. 
Envy, murder and lust appear at once. Abel is 
murdered, Cain made a criminal, polygamy intro- 
duced and all social vices which curse the sons of 
God. The picture would incite despair, but for the 
circumstance that in the third chapter God had 
made a promise which put Grace instead of Law. 

There was need, for unless the woman’s seed 
should bruise the serpent’s head, that serpent’s 
venom will not only strike the heel of every son, but 
send its poison coursing to his heart and head; with- 
out God, without hope—dead indeed! 


Truly, as one writer has said, “We lose our life 
when we lose our innocence; we are dead when we 
are guilty ; we are in hell when we are in shame”. 

Death does not take a long time to come upon us; 
it comes on the very day of our sin. “In the day 
when thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”. 
Before that sentence there is no hope, except in 
these words spoken of the seed of woman against 
that old serpent, Satan; “It shall bruise thy head” 
—the first prophecy of the wonderful gift of God’s 
Son. 

Of 
CAIN AND ABEL 


we appreciate the contrast! The self-righteousness 
on the part of one; self-abasement on the part of the 
other. Cain’s saying, “The fruit of mine own hands 
shall suffice for my justification before God”; Abel 
saying, “Without the shedding of blood there is no 
remission”, and that spirit of Cain dominates the 
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early society, as we have already seen; for while the 
population grew rapidly, sin kept pace, and even 
seemed swifter still. From self-righteousness they 
rushed to envy, to murder, and to lust. 


The Pharisee may thank God that he is not as 
other men are, but history is likely to demonstrate 
the want of occasion for his boasting, for “pride 
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit be- 
fOTecdetdily? 


The most dangerous man is the man who recog- 
nizes no dependence upon another than himself; 
and the man most likely to be an extortioner, to be 
unjust, the man most apt to be an adulterer, yea, 
even a murderer, is this same Cain who says, “See 
the fruit of my hands”. The youthful Chicago mur- 
derers thought their fine family connections and 
their university educations would save them from 
suspicion and condemnation! I tell you, it is the 
humble man who is justified in God’s sight! 


The man who cries, ‘God be merciful to me a 
sinner’—rather than the man who wipes his lips 
and says, “I am clean’, and is offended when you 
talk to him of the necessity of purifying Blood in 
which to baptize his soul—he is the man who is 
justified in God’s sight. 


THE FIFTH CHAPTER 


covers a period of about 1,500 years, and contains 
but one great name, not introduced in the other 
chapters, and this is the name of Enoch. Note that 
his greatness consisted in the single fact that “he 
walked with God”. 


Dr. Dixon said, “He did not try to induce God 
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to walk with him. He simply fell in with God’s 
ways and work”, 

Some one asked Abraham Lincoln to appoint a 
day of fasting and prayer that God might be on the 
side of the Northern Army. To this that noble 
President replied, “Don’t bother about what side 
God is on. He is on the right side. You simply 
get with Him”. 

Enoch was an every-day hero! Walking patient- 
ly, persistently, continuously is harder than flying. 
“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint”. Like Enoch of old, they shall not 
see death, for God shall take them, and before their 
translation they shall have this testimony that “they 
please God”. 

We have said that this fifth chapter covers 1,500 
years. I call you to note the fact that it contains a 
multitude of names; names that even the best of 
Bible students do not, and cannot call. Nobody has 
ever committed them to memory; nobody cares to. 
They are not worth it. They were given to no noble 
deeds; they lived and died. The only wonder we 
have about them is that God let some of them live 
so long, unless it be that we also wonder how they 
managed to live so long and accomplish so little. 
Yet these nonentities have a part in God’s plan. 
They were bringing forth children; grandchildren 
came, and great grandchildren, and the children of 
great-grandchildren until Enoch was born, and by 
and by Noah; then the whole line was noble from 
Seth, Adam’s better of the living sons, down to 
these great names. It is worth while for a family 
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to be continued for a thousand years, if, at the end 
of that time, one son can be born into the house 
who shall bring things to pass; one Enoch who shall 
walk with God; one Noah who shall save the race! 
There are people who are greatly distressed because 
their parents were neither lords, dukes nor even 
millionaires. They seem to think that the child who 
is to come to much must descend from a father of 
superior reputation at least. History testifies to the 
contrary, and shows us that the noblest are often 
born into unknown houses. The most gifted sons, the 
most wonderful daughters have been bred by par- 
ents of whom the great world never heard until 
these children, by their fame, called attention to 
their humble fathers. 

The multiplied concessions that advocates of the 
evolution theory are obliged to make by facts they 
face at every turn, excite almost tender pity for 
them. Professor Conklin, in his volume ‘’The Direc- 
tion of Human Evolution” puts forth an endeavor in 
splendid defense of this hypothesis worthy of a bet- 
ter cause, and yet again and again he is compelled 
to say the things that disprove his main proposi- 
tion. Consider these words. “Think of the great 
men of unknown lineage, and the unknown men of 
great lineage; think of the close relationship of all 
persons of the same race; of the wide distribution 
of good and bad traits in the whole population; of 
incompetence and even feeble-mindedness in great 
families, and of genius and greatness in unknown 
families, and say whether natural inheritance sup- 
ports the claims of aristocracy or of democracy. 

When we remember that most of the great 
leaders of mankind came of humble parents; that 
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many of the greatest geniuses had the most lowly 
origin; that Shakespeare was the son of a bankrupt 
butcher and an ignorant woman who could not 
write her name, that as a youth he is said to have 
been known more for poaching than for scholarship, 
and that his acquaintance with the London theatres 
began by his holding horses for their patrons; that 
Beethoven’s mother was a consumptive, the daugh- 
ter of a cook, and his father a confirmed drunkard; 
that Schuberts father was a peasant by birth and 
his mother a domestic servant; that Faraday, per- 
haps the greatest scientific discoverer of any age, 
was born over a stable, his father a poor sick black- 
sinither, his mother an ignorant drudge, and his only 
education obtained in selling newspapers on the 
streets of London and later in working as apprentice 
to a book-binder ; that the great Pasteur was the son 
of a tanner; that Lincoln’s parents were accounted 
“poor white trash” and his early surroundings and 
education most unpromising; and so on through the 
long list of names in which democracy glories— 
when we remember these we may well ask whether 
aristocracy can show a better record. The law of 
entail is aristocratic, but the law of Mendel is demo- 
cratic”. 

Quaint old Thomas Fuller wrote many years ago 
in his “Scripture Observations”, 

‘I find, Lord, the genealogy of my Saviour 
strangely checkered with four remarkable changes 
in four immediate generations :— 

1. Roboam begat Abia, that is a bad father and a 
bad son. 


2. Abia begat Asa, that isa bad father a good son. 
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3. Asa begat Josaphat, that is a good father a 
good son. 


4. Josaphat begat Joram, that is a good father a 
bad son. 

I can see, Lord, from hence that my father’s piety 
cannot be entailed; that is bad news for me. But 
I see also that actual impiety is not always hered- 
itary; that is good news for my son’”. 

It is not so much a question as to your birth, or 
to the line in which you are, as to the nobleness of 
the family tree, as it is what sort of a branch you 
are; what sort of a branch you may become. 

The Duke of Modena flung a taunt at a Cardinal 
in a controversy, reminding him that his father was 
only a swineherd of the Duke’s father. The Cardi- 
nal calmly replied, “If your father had been my fa- 
ther’s swineherd, you would have been a swineherd 
still”. 

In the race of life it does not make so much dif- 
ference where we start as how we end. 


I do not mean to despise the laws of heredity. 
They are somewhat fixed, wise and wonderful. The 
child of a good father has the better chance in this 
world, beyond doubt. But our plea is that no mat- 
ter who the fathers are, we may so live that our 
offspring shall be named by all succeeding genera- 
tions. I call attention to Enoch in illustration. 

About 

NOAH 


four chapters or more enwrap themselves. God’s 
man has a large place in history. It is hard enough 
for Him to find one who is faithful, but when found 
He always has an important commission for him. 
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The most important commission ever given to any 
man was given to this man; namely, that of saving 
the race. Noah did his best, but when he saw that 
he was not succeeding with the outside world, he 
turned his hope to himself as the last resort; to his 
family as his possible associates. That is always 
the last resort. Man must save himself, or he can 
save no one else. The man who saves himself by 
letting God save him, stands a good chance of be- 
ing accepted by his own family, and his faith will 
doubtless find its answer in their salvation as well. 
Even if it fail with the outside world, that world 
will be compelled to remember, when God’s judg- 
ment comes, that this commissioned one did what 
he could for them. 

In Hebrews we read, “By faith Noah moved with 
fear prepared an ark to the saving of his house”. 
“The fear of man bringeth a snare’. The fear of 
God effects salvation. The fear of man makes a 
coward; the fear of God incites courage. The fear 
of man means defeat; the fear of God accomplishes 
success. Be careful whom you fear! I like the 
man who can tremble before the Father of all. I 
pity the man who trembles before the face of every 
earthly foe. 

The story is told that two men were commis- 
sioned by Wellington to go on a dangerous errand. 
As they galloped along, one looked at the other, 
saying, “You are scared”. “Yes”, replied his com- 
rade, “I am, but I am still more afraid not to do 
what the commander said”. The first turned his 
horse and galloped back to the General’s tent and 
said, “Sir, you have sent me with a coward. When 
I looked at him last his face was livid with fear and 
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his form trembled like a leaf”. ‘““Well”, said Welling- 
ton, “you had better hurry back to him, or he will 
have the mission performed before you get there to 
aid”. As the man started back he met his comrade, 
who said, “You need not go. I have performed the 
mission already”. 

It was through Noah that the Lord gave to hu- 
manity a fresh start. God is always doing that. It 
is the meaning of every revolution—God overrules 
it for a fresh start. That is the meaning of wars— 
they may be Satanic in origin, but God steps in 
often and uses for a fresh start. That is the mean- 
ing of the wiping out of nations—a fresh start, and 
man is always doing what he did at the first—fall- 
ing again. 

Noah was a righteous man; with his family he 
made up the whole company of those who had been 
loyal to God, and one might vainly imagine that 
from such a family only deeds of honor, of valor, 
acts of righteousness would be known to earth. Alas 
for our hope in the best of men! 

He has scarcely set foot upon dry ground when we 
read, (chap. 9:20-21), “Noah began to be a husband- 
man and he planted a vineyard, and he drank of the 
wine, and was drunken, and he was uncovered in 
his tent”, and down the race went again! Man has 
fallen, and his nakedness is uncovered before God, 
and the shame of it is seen by his own blood and 
bone. Truly, by the deeds of the law no flesh shall 
be justified in His sight, because our deeds are not 
worthy of it. Faith becomes the only foundation 
of righteousness. That is what the eleventh chap- 
ter of Hebrews was written to teach us. “As a man 
thinketh in his heart, so is he’, and when once a 
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man has fixed his faith in the living God, and keeps 
it there, the God in whom he trusts keeps him, and 
that is his only hope. “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). 
NIMROD 

the principal personage in the tenth chapter has his 
offices given. He was a mighty hunter before the 
Lord, and he was a king. The beginning of his 
kingdom by Babel and Erich, and Accad and Cal- 
neh, in the land of Shinar. 

Our attention has been called to the fact that be- 
fore this chapter, nations are unknown, but now 
established government appears. Chapter 9:6 is the 
basis of it, and in Romans 13:2-4 we see that God 
set the seal of His approval upon it. Nimrod comes 
forth as the first autocrat and conqueror. One can 
almost hear the marches to and fro of the people 
in this chapter; cities are going up and civilization 
doubtless thought it was making advance, but how 
far it advances we shall speedily see. 

The things in its favor were dexterously em- 
ployed. Some wise men suddenly remembered that 
they all had one speech and said, “We ought to 
make the most of it”. True, as Joseph Parker says, 
“Wise men are always getting up schemes that God 
has to bring to naught. Worldly wise men have 
been responsible for the most of the confusion our 
civilization has seen”. Men who get together in the 
places of Shinar and embark in real estate, and lay 
out great projects and pull in unsuspecting associ- 
ates, and start up tremendous enterprises, and say, 
under their breath, in their secret meetings, “We 
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will get unto ourselves a great name. We will ex- 
alt ourselves to heaven”, and after the world has 
done obeisance to us, we will walk among the angels 
and witness them bow down”; but God still lives 
and reigns. The men who count themselves great- 
est are, in His judgment, the least; and those that 
reckon themselves most farseeing, He reckons the 
most foolish; and those who propose to get into 
Heaven by ways of their own appointment, He 
shuts out altogether and drives them from His pres- 
ence, and they become wandering stars, reserved for 
the blackness of darkness; for we must learn that 
self-exaltation brings God’s abasement. “He that 
exalteth himself shall be humbled, and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted”. God is willing 
that man shall come to Heaven but, as some one has 
said, “If we ever get to Heaven at all, it will not be 
by the dark and rickety staircases of our own in- 
vention, but on the ladder of God’s love in Christ 
Jesus”. 

God is willing that we should have a mansion, but 
the mansion of His desire is not the wooden or brick 
structure that would totter and fall, but the build- 
ing of God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. God is willing that we should dwell 
in towers, but not the towers of pride and pomp, 
but those of righteousness wrought out for us in 
Christ Jesus. 


CHAPTER IV, 


ABRAHAM—THE FRIEND OF GOD 
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ABRAHAM—THE FRIEND OF GOD 


Genesis 11:10 to 25:10. 


Ope week ago we gave this hour to a study in 
Genesis, our subject being, “The Beginnings”. 
The bird’s-eye view of ten chapters and ten verses 
brought us to Babel, and impressed upon us the 
many profitable lessons that come between the rec- 
ord of creation and the report of confusion. 


Beginning with the 10th verse of the 11th chap- 
ter of Genesis, and concluding with the 10th verse 
of the 25th chapter, we have the whole history of 
Abraham, the friend of God; and while other im- 
portant persons, such as Sarai, Hagar, Lot, Pharaoh, 
Abimelech, Isaac, Rebecca and even Melchisedec 
appear in these chapters, Abraham plays altogether 
the prominent part, and aside from Melchisedec, the 
High Priest, is easily the most important person, 
and the most interesting subject presented in this 
inspired panorama. It may be of interest to say 
that Abraham lived midway between Adam and Je- 
sus, and such was his greatness that the Chaldeans, 
East Indians, Sabeans and Mohammedans all join 
with the Jew in claiming to be the offspring of Abra- 
ham ; while it is the Christian’s proud boast that he 
is Abraham’s spiritual descendant. 


It is little wonder that all these contend for a kin- 
ship with him whom God deigns to call His “friend”. 
The man who is a friend of God is entitled to a large 
place in history. Fourteen chapters are none too 
many for his record; and hours spent in analyzing 
his character and searching for the secrets of his 
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success are hours so employed as to meet the Divine 
approval. 

The problem is how to so set Abraham’s history 
before you as to make it at once easy of comprehen- 
sion, and yet thoroughly impress its lessons. In try- 
ing to solve that question it has seemed best to call 
attention to 


THE CALL AND THE COVENANT. 


“Now the Lord had said unto Abraham, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto a land that I will show thee, and I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great, and thou shalt be a blessing; and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee, and 
neta shall all the families of the earth be blessed” (12: 
Did you ever stop to think of the separations in- 

volved in this call? 

It meant a separation from home. “From thy fa- 
ther’s house”. How painful that call is, those of 
us who have passed through it perfectly under- 
stand; and yet many of us have gone so short a 
distance from home, or else have made the greater 
journey with such extended stops, that we know 
but little how to sympathize with Abraham’s more 
effective separation from that dear spot. To go 
from Chaldea to Canaan in that day, from a coun- 
try with which he was familiar to one he had 
never seen; and from a people who were his own, to 
sojourn among strangers, was every whit equal to 
William Carey’s departure from England for India. 
But as plants and flowers have to be taken from the 
hot-bed into the broad garden that they may best 
bring forth, so God lifts the subject of His affection 
from the warm atmosphere of home-life and sets 
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him down in the far field that he may bring forth 
fruit unto Him; hence, as is written in Hebrews, 
Abraham had to go out, “not knowing whither he 
went”. 


This call also involves separation from kindred. 
“And from thy kindred”. In Chaldea, Abram had a 
multitude of relatives, as the 11th chapter fully 
shows. Upon all of these, save the members of his 
own house, and Lot, his brother’s son, Abram must 
turn his back. In the process of time the irreligion 
of Lot will necessitate also a separation from him. 
In this respect, Abraham’s call is in no whit dif- 
ferent from that which God is giving the men and 
women today. You cannot respond to the call of 
God without separating yourself from all kin who 
worship at false shrines; and you cannot make the 
progress you ought and live in intimate relation 
with so worldly a professor of religion as was Lot. 


We may have marvelled at times that Abraham 
so soon separated himself from Lot, but the real 
wonder is that the man of God so long retained his 
hold upon him. No more difficult task was ever 
undertaken than that of keeping in the line of serv- 
ice a man who, in the lust of his eyes and the pur- 
pose of his heart, has “pitched his tent toward 
Sodom”. It is worthy of note that so soon as Abra- 
ham was separated from Lot, the Lord said unto 
him, 

“Lift up now thine eyes and look from the place that 
thou art, northward and southward, and eastward and west- 
ward, for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give tt 
and to thy seed forever” (13:14-15). 

The men of the broadest view in spiritual things, 
the men upon whom God has put His choicest bless- 
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ing, have been from time immemorial men who have 
separated themselves from idolaters and pretenders 
that they might be the more free to respond to the 
call of God, and upon such, God has rested His rich- 
est favors. 

This call also involves separation from the Gen- 
tiles. The Gentiles of Chaldea and the Gentiles of 
Canaan; from the first he was separated by distance 
and from the second by circumcision. God’s appeal 
has been and is for a peculiar people, not that they 
might be queer, but that He might keep them sepa- 
rated—unspotted from the world. God knows, O 
so well, how few souls there are that can mingle 
with the unregenerate crowd without losing their 
testimony and learning to speak the shibboleth of 
sinners. Peter was a good man; in some respects 
greater than Abraham; but Peter in that porch-com- 
pany was a poor witness for Jesus Christ, while his 
profanity proved the baneful effect of fellowship 
with God’s enemies. The call to separation, there- 
fore, is none other than the call to salvation, for “if 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him, for all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father but is.of the world”. 

But God’s calls are always attended by 


GOD’S COVENANTS. 


As this call required three separations with their 
sacrifices, so its attendant covenant contained three 
promised blessings. God never empties the heart 
without filling it again, and with better things. God 
never detaches the affections from lower objects 
without at once attaching them to subjects that are 
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higher; consequently call and covenant must go to- 
gether. 

“TI will make of thee a great nation”. That was 
the first article in His covenant. To the Jew, that 
was one of the most precious promises. This ancient 
people delighted in progeny. The Psalmist wrote, 
“As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man, so are 
children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath 
his quiver full of them. They shall not be ashamed, 
but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate”. 
If our Puritan fathers, few in number and feeble as 
they were, could have imagined the might and multi- 
tude of their offspring, they would have found in 
the prospect an unspeakable pride, and a source of 
mighty pleasure. It was because those fathers did, 
in some measure, imagine the America to come, that 
they were willing to endure the privations and dan- 
gers of their day; but the honor of being fathers of a 
nation, shared in by a half hundred of them, was an 
honor on which Abraham had a close corporation, 
for to him God said, 


“I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth; so that if 
a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall also thy 
seed be numbered”. 


If the heart, parting from parents and home, is 
empty, the arms into which children have been 
placed are full; and homesickness, the pain of sepa- 
ration, is overcome when, through the grace of God, 
one sits down in the midst of his own. 

This covenant contained a further promise. “I will 

. make thy name great”. We may believe that 
the word “great” here refers not so much to empty 
honors as to merited praise. The Jewish conception 
of such a promise was expressed by Solomon when 
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he said, “A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches”. And, notwithstanding the fact that 
our age is guilty of over-estimating the value of 
riches, men find it difficult to underrate the value of 
a good name. 

Years ago, Jonas Chickering decided to make a 
better piano than had ever appeared on the market. 
He spared neither time nor labor in this attempt. 
His endeavor was rewarded in purity and truthful- 
ness of tone as well as in simplicity of plan, and 
there came to him the ever-attendant result of suc- 
cess. His name on a piano was that instrument’s 
best salesman. 

A Massachusetts man, seeing this, went to the 
Massachusetts legislature and succeeded in getting 
them to change his name to Chickering, that he 
might put it upon his own instruments. 

As Marden said when referring to this incident, 
“Character has a commercial value”. 

And, when God promised Abraham to make his 
name great, He bestowed the very honor which men 
most covet to this hour. 

But the climax of His covenant is contained in 
this last sentence, “In thee shall all the families of 
the earth be blest”. That is the honor of honors! 
That is the success of all successes! That is the 
privilege of all privileges! 

When Mr. Moody died some man said, “Every 
one of us has lost a friend”, and that speaker was 
right, for there is not a man in America who has 
not enjoyed at least an opportunity to be better be- 
cause Moody lived. No matter whether the indi- 
vidual had ever seen him or no; had ever read one 
of his sermons or no; yet the tidal waves of Moody’s 
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work have rolled over the entire land, over many 
lands for that matter, and even the most ignorant 
and debased have breathed the better atmosphere 
on account of him. George Davis claims that Moody 
traveled a million miles, and addressed a hundred 
million people, and dealt personally with 750,000 in- 
dividuals! I think Davis’ claim is an overstatement, 
and yet these whom he touched personally are only 
a tithe of the multitudes blessed indirectly by that 
evangelism for which Moody stood for forty years. 
If today I could be privileged to make my choice of 
the articles of this covenant, rather than be the fa- 
ther of a great nation, rather than enjoy the power 
of a great name, I would say, “Give me the covenant 
that through me all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed”. Such would indeed be the crowning 
glory of a life, and such ought to be the crowning 
joy of a true man’s heart. 
In the next place, I call your attention to 


ABRAHAM’S OBEDIENCE AND BLUNDERS. 


His obedience was prompt. No sooner are the 
call and covenant spoken than we read, 

ee Abraham departed as the Lord had spoken unto him” 

In that his conduct favorably contrasted with the 
behavior of some other of the Old Testament’s most 
prominent men. Moses was in many respects a 
model, but he gave himself to an eloquent endeavor 
to show God that He was making a mistake in ap- 
pointing him Israel’s deliverer. Elijah at times in- 
dulged in the same unprofitable controversy, and 
the story of Jonah’s criticism of the Divine appoint- 
ment will be among our later studies. I am con- 
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fident that Abraham brings before every generation 
a much needed example in this matter. In these 
days, men are tempted to live too much in mathe- 
matics and to regard too lightly God’s revelations of 
duty. That is one of the reasons why many pulpits 
are empty. That is one of the reasons why many a 
Sunday School class is without a teacher. That is 
the only reason why any man in this country can 
say with any show of truthfulness, ““No man careth 
. for my soul”. If the congregations assembled in 
God’s sanctuary should go out of them, as Abram 
departed from his home in Haran, to fulfil all that 
the Lord had spoken unto them, the world would 
be turned upside down in a fortnight, and Christ 
would quickly come. 

In his obedience Abraham was steadfast also. 
There are many men who respond to the calls of 
God; there are only a few who remain faithful to 
those calls through a long and busy life. There 
were battles ahead for Abram. There were blunders 
in store for Abram. There were bereavements and 
disappointments to come. But, in spite of them all, 
he marched on until God gathered him to his people. 
I thank God that such stedfastness is not wholly 
strange at the present time. When we see profes- 
sors of religion proving themselves shallow and 
playing truant before the smaller trials, and we are 
thereby tempted to join in Solomon’s dyspeptic la- 
ment, “All is vanity and vexation of spirit”, it heart- 
ens one to remember the history that some have 
made and others are making. Think of Carey and 
Judson, Jewett and Livingstone, Goddard and Mor- 
rison, Clough and Ashmore—men who, through 
long years, deprivations and persecutions, proved as 
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faithful as was ever Abraham; and so, long as the 
world shall stand, stedfastness in obedience to the 
commands of God will be regarded highly in Heav- 
en. Why is it that we so much admire the com- 
pany of the apostles, and why is it that we sing the 
praises of martyrs? ‘They withstood in the evil 
day, and having done all, stood”. 


Again, Abram’s obedience was inspired by faith. 
When he went out from Chaldea to come into Ca- 
naan, he was not yielding to reason but walking ac- 
cording to revelation. His action was explained in 
the sentence, “He believed in the Lord”. Joseph 
Parker commenting on the world “believed” as here 
employed says, “This is the first time the word ‘be- 
lieved’ occurs in the Bible. * * * * What history 
opens in this one word. Abram nourished and nur- 
tured himself in God. * * * * He took the promise 
as a fulfilment. The word was to him a fact. The 
stars had new meanings to him, as, long before, the 
rainbow had to Noah. Abram drew himself upward 
by the stars. Every night they spoke to him of his 
posterity and of his greatness. They were hence- 
forward not stars only but promises and oaths and 
blessings”. 

One great need of the present-day church is a 
truer trust in God. Oh, for men who like Columbus 
can let the craft of life float out on the seas of 
thought and action, and look to the starry heavens 
for the guidance that shall land them upon newer 
and richer shores! Oh, for men that will turn their 
ears heavenward to hear what God will say, and 
even though His commissions contain sacrifice will 
go about exercising it! Such men are never forgot- 
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ten by the Father. We are not surprised to hear 
Him break forth in praise of Abraham, saying, 


“Because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld 
thy son, thine only son, in blessing I will bless thee, and 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the 
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore; and 
thy seed shall possess the gates of the enemy, and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because 
thou hast obeyed my voice’. 

No sacrifice made in faith is ever forgotten, and 
when God’s rewards for service are spoken, good 
men always regard them more than sufficient. If 
you could call up today the souls of Carey, Judson, 
Livingstone and Morrison, and assemble Clough, 
Ashmore, Taylor, Powell, Clark, Richards and a 
hundred others worthy to stand with them, and ask 
them the question “Has God failed in any particular 
to keep with you any article of His covenant?” they 
would answer in a chorus, “No”. “And has God 
more than met the expectations of your faith?” they 
would reply without dissent, “Yes”. As He was 
faithful to our father Abraham, so He is faithful to 
the present-day servant. 

And yet Abraham, the obedient, was 


GUILTY OF BLUNDERING. 


Twice he lied, and the third time he approached 
the utmost limits of truth. He told Sarai to say 
she was his sister. She was his half-sister, and so 
he thought to excuse himself by dissembling and 
keeping back a part. But a lie is not a question of 
words and phrases! It may be acted as easily as 
spoken! When God comes to make a report upon 
your conduct and mine, dissembling will be labeled 
“falsehood”, for God does not cover up the sins of 
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men. Somebody has asked, “Do you suppose, if the 
Bible had been written by some learned Doctor, re- 
vised by a committee of some eminent scholars, and 
published by some great ecclesiastical society, we 
would ever have heard of Noah’s drunkenness, of 
Abram’s deception, of Lot’s disgrace, of Jacob’s ras- 
cality, of the quarrel between Paul and Barnabas, or 
of Peter’s conduct on the porch? Not at all. But 
when the Almighty writes a man’s life, He tells the 
truth about him”. 

I heard a colored preacher at Cincinnati say, “The 
most of us would not care for a biography of our- 
selves, if God was to be the Author of it”. Yet the 
work of the Recording Angel goes on, and as surely 
as we read today the report of Abram’s blunders, we 
will be compelled to confront our own. Let us cease, 
therefore, from sin. 

But Abram’s few blunders cannot blacken his 
beautiful record. The luster of his life is too posi- 
tive to be easily dimmed; and like the sun, will con- 
tinue to shine despite the spots. Run through these 
chapters, and in every one of the fourteen you will 
find some touch of his true life.- It was Abraham 
whose heart beat in sweetest sympathy with the suf- 
ferings of Hagar. It was Abraham who showed the 
most unselfish spirit in separating from Lot and di- 
viding the estate. It was Abraham who opened his 
door to strangers in a hospitality of which this age 
knows all too little. It was Abram who overcame the 
forces of the combined kings and snatched Lot out 
of their hands. It was Abraham whose prayers pre- 
vailed with God in saving this same weakkneed pro- 
fessor out of Sodom. It was Abraham who trusted 
God for a child when Nature said the faith was fool- 
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ish. It was Abraham who offered that same child 
in sacrifice at the word, not halting because of his 
own heart-sufferings. It was Abraham who mourned 
Sarah’s death as deeply as ever any bereft bride felt 
her loss. 

The more I search these chapters, the more I feel 
that she was right who wrote, “A holy life has a 
voice. It speaks when the tongue is silent and is 
either a constant attraction or a continued reproof”. 
Put your ear close to these pages of Genesis, and if 
Abraham does not whisper good to your heart, then 
be sure that your soul is dead and you are yet in 
your sins. 

There remains time for but a brief review of these 
fourteen chapters in search of 


THEIR TYPES AND SYMBOLS. 


Abram’s call is a type of the Church of Christ. 
The Greek word for Church means “the called-out”’. 
Separation from the Chaldeans was essential to 
Abram’s access to the Father, and separation from 
the world is essential to the Church’s access to God 
and also essential to its exertion of an influence for 
righteousness. I believe Dr. Gordon was right when, 
in “The Two-Fold Life” he said, “The truest remedy 
for the present-day naturalized Christianity and 
worldly consecration is to be found in a strenuous 
and stubborn non-conformity to the world on the 
part of Christians. With the most unshaken con- 
viction, we believe that the Church can only make 
headway, in this world, by being loyal to her heav- 
enly calling. Towards Ritualism her cry must be 
‘not a rag of popery’; towards Rationalism, ‘not a 
vestige of whatsoever is not of faith’; and towards 
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Secularism, ‘not a shred of the garment spotted by 
the flesh’. The Bride of Christ can only give a true 
and powerful testimony in this world as she is found 
clothed with her own proper vesture even the ‘fine 
linen clean and white, which is the righteousness 
of the saints’ ”. 

Isaac’s offering is a type of God’s gift of Jesus. He 
was an only son and Abraham laid him upon the al- 
tar of sacrifice. And, if one say that he fails as a 
type because he passed not through the experience 
of death, let us remember what is written into He- 
brews 11:17 following, 

“By faith Abraham when he was tried, offered up Isaac; 
and he that had received the promises offered up his only be- 
gotten son, ***accounting that God was able to raise him 
up even from the dead, from whence also he received him, 
m a figure’. 

It might be written in Scripture, “Abraham so be- 
lieved God that he gave his only begotten son, for 
God’s sake”. It is written in Scripture, “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life”. 

Melchisedec is a type of our High Priest, Jesus 
Christ. His record in Genesis 14:18-20 is brief, but 
the interpretation of his character in Hebrews 7 
presents him as either identical with the Lord Him- 
self, or else as one whose priesthood is the most per- 
fect type of that which Jesus Christ has performed, 
and performs today for the sons of men. 

In Sodom, we find the type of the days of the Son 
of Man. Of it the Lord said, 


“Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
because their sin is very grievous, I will go down now, and 
see whether they have done altogether according to the cry 
of it, which is come unto Me”, 
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Jesus Christ referred to that city and likened its con- 
dition to that which should obtain upon the earth at 
the coming of the Son of Man, saying, “As it was in 
the days of Lot, they did eat; they drank; they bought; 
they sold; they planted; they builded; but the same 
day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all, even 
thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is 
revealed”’. 


The newspapers some time ago reported great re- 
ligious excitement in a Southern city through the 
work of two evangelists. Doctors said, “We will 
prescribe no more liquor for patients”, druggists 
said, ‘““We will sell no more liquor as a beverage” ; 
gamblers gave up their gambling; those called the 
“toughs of the town” turned to the Lord; the peo- 
ple of means put off their jewels, changed their friv- 
olous clothes to plainer style; and wherever one 
went he heard either the singing of hymns or the ut- 
terance of prayers, and a great newspaper said this 
had all come about because the people in that little 
college town expected the speedy return of Christ. 
You may call it fanaticism, if you will, and doubt- 
less there would be some occasion, and yet call it 
what you may, this sentence will remain in the 
Scriptures, “Therefore, be ye also ready, for in such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh”. 


CHAPTER V. 


LOT'S SUCCESSES AND SORROWS 
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LOT’S SUCCESSES AND SORROWS 
Genesis 13:12 


“Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain and moved his 
tent as far as Sodom’. 


HERE are few characters in the Old Testament 

whose history is better, if indeed so well, known 
as that of Lot, not because of any excessive iniquity 
into which he fell, neither by reason of any deeds of 
splendid piety which his record is found to contain. 
His was one of those characters most common to all 
ages, in which the good and the bad, the virtuous 
and the more debased and debasing mingled in vary- 
ing proportions. That he was not the godly man his 
uncle Abraham was is proven by the simple state- 
ments of the Bible which contrast rather than com- 
pare their characters. That he was not as vile as 
his neighbors in the plain, or his friends in the city 
of Sodom, is as sure as the inspiration of Peter’s 
Epistle, since in that we are told, “Their lascivious- 
ness and lawless deeds vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day”. Lot’s history is familiar to all 
Bible students because of mere incidents which were 
unique and have proven to be interesting to the uni- 
versal mind. Few men ever touched so great a soul 
with the intimacy of kinship and friendship as did 
Lot when he walked the hills arm in arm with Abra- 
ham, and watched the servants and flocks with that 
early saint and father of the faithful. 


It is a splendid fortune to be thus associated with 

a man whose heart is generous, whose faith is 

strong and whose soul is large. Even if we seem 
87 
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the smaller, standing at his side, our history will be 
the more sure of study if interwoven with his own. 
The very prominence which the Bible narrative has 
given to Abraham, makes the few sketches of Lot’s 
life appear the more important, coming as they do 
in the very midst of it all. His choice of the plain 
in the day of dispute presents the meanness of the 
nephew and the largeness of the uncle. We will 
forget the one as soon as the other. The tragic his- 
tory of the days that follow have in them enough of 
the unusual to excite in the reader a lively interest, 
while the more tragic end of it all has a novel tem- 
per about it that keeps it ever fresh in memory. 

Our text deals with only one experience in the life 
so briefly narrated here, and yet that experience is 
far-reaching in its retrospect and prospect. It be- 
speaks a permanent element in character; that is the 
element some call “worldly wisdom”, while with a 
keener perception others denominate it as a moral 
or religious weakness. We shall see and better un- 
derstand this element if we look closely into the 
text and learn well the lessons there plainly sug- 
gested. 

“Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain and moved his 
tent as far as Sodom”. 

The expression, “Lot dwelled in the cities of the 
plain’, reminds us of the choice which made this, 
his habitation for the while. We may inquire then 
into this question: 


WHAT WAS THE CHIEF CONSIDERATION 
IN MAKING THIS CHOICE? 
Only one answer could be made to this query if 
we confined ourselves to a single reply, but it is our 
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intention to give as many reasons as really existed 
in the case. The chief consideration, however, is 
put beyond all question by the language of inspira- 
tion. We are told that 


“Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld the plain of Jordan, 
that it was well watered everywhere’. “So Lot chose him 
all the plain of Jordan’. 


Who doubts that he reckoned first of all upon 
temporal gains? He considered before all things 
else the prospect of riches, the hope of abundant 
wealth. In that respect Lot was no monstrosity, no 
unusual phenomenon, to be gazed at and studied 
with curious interest by a generation which cannot 
understand such views of life. On the contrary, Lot 
discovered in that choice his kinship with most of 
the sons of Adam. His spirit is the spirit of the age 
today. Men still follow in his tracks, act from his 
motives, reckon by his arithmetic, and conclude as 
did he. The first thing, and the thing of first im- 
portance in locating in life is the money considera- 
tion. When men are willing to leave the old home- 
stead, the place of youthful and most sacred mem- 
ories; when men are willing to turn their backs on 
the old fireside, around which the dearest of earth 
have been wont to gather; when men shake hands 
in good-by with neighbors whom they have loved 
from the first days of life and with ne’er a tear start 
East or West or North or South, to get gain, who 
can doubt that the money consideration is still in- 
fluencing the pitching of tents, the choice of plains, 
the spot to be called “home’’? 

When parents tell their sons that first of all they 
must get rich, and their daughters that above all 
they should marry rich, Lot’s choice seems not the 
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action of a fool, or even of a heathen, but of a 
shrewd business man, or a Twentieth Century 
Christian of practical ideas. Professions are chosen 
for the most part with reference to the gains they 
promise to return. Law and medicine have been 
overcrowded because they have long given large 
material returns. ‘Today the mechanical arts are 
numbering more and more students in their various 
branches, because forsooth they offer good reward. 
The ministry is crying to Heaven for recruits, and 
though the largest fields have opened and the loud- 
est invitations are sounded, men come not trooping 
to the call, because the goal offered is not gold. I 
have no tirade to make upon money-seekers, but I 
have a word of advice in this connection. Young 
men and women, if wealth is today the chief hope 
of your life, and like Lot, you intend to make your 
home at last in the midst of material plenty, don’t 
expect to find in that direction anything like perfect 
content. I don’t say that the one who begins life 
determined to be rich, may not one day see the full 
fruition of his desire, but I do say that if he expects 
satiety from such a source, disappointment awaits 
him. 

Among the revelations which the great prophet 
Mohammed professed to have received from heaven, 
we have this saying which is as true as though his 
claim to inspiration were made good. He says, “If 
a son of Adam had two rivers of gold, he would 
covet yet a third, and if he had three he would covet 
yet a fourth”. 

Few writers have discovered a keener study of 
human nature, and clearer perception of fundamen- 
tal truths and laws than Ruskin. What he said of 
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England and London has become true of America, 
and most of her important cities. It was this: “The 
first of all English games is money-making. That 
is an all absorbing game; and we knock each other 
down oftener in playing at that than at foot-ball or 
any other rougher sport; and it is absolutely without 
purpose. No one who engages heartily in that game 
ever knows why. Ask a money-maker what he 
wants to do with his money—he never knows. He 
doesn’t make it to do anything with it. He gets it 
only that he may get it. “What will you make of 
what you have got?’ you ask. ‘Well, I’ll get more’, 
he says. Just as in cricket you get more runs. 
There is no use in the runs, but to get more of them 
than other people is the game. So all that great 
foul city of London there—rattling, growling, smok- 
ing, stinking, a ghastly heap of fermented brick- 
work, pouring out its poison at every pore—you 
fancy it isa city of work? Nota street of it! It is 
a great city of play, very nasty play, very hard play, 
but still play. It is only the Lord’s cricket ground 
without the turf, a huge billiard table without the 
cloth, and with pockets as deep as the bottomless pit, 
but mainly a billiard table after all”. 

Some may object to Ruskin’s view and say it is 
extreme, but of one thing this text and its subject is 
the sufficient illustration. Lot could not get rich 
enough. When the hills could not hold his own and 
his uncle’s cattle, he went to the wider and more fer- 
tile plains. When he possessed them, then he set 
covetous eyes upon town lots and palaces and busi- 
ness blocks. Think not to be satisfied at last if the 
hope of wealth determines your calling, your loca- 
tion, your life! 
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But was not society a chief attraction for Lot al- 
so? To dwell in the hill country where Abraham was 
might be to live closer to the heavens and enjoy 
angels’ visits and hear often the whispers of God’s 
love, but in the plain you were close to men. The 
great gates of a great city opened to let you into its 
festivities, and let its inhabitants out for your visita- 
tion, entertainment and flattery. This society idea 
is no new thing in the earth. Lot is not the only 
man of wealth who has quit the broad and fertile 
plains for the sake of city society. His wife prob- 
ably desired it and the daughters fretted against the 
humdrum existence of living among the hills where 
they saw few people of refinement, and where an 
uncle’s piety was a constant check upon and aggra- 
vation of their more worldly spirits. 

The record does not tell us what Mrs. Lot and 
the Misses Lot had to say in the day when this ques- 
tion of a new home was being discussed, but does 
anybody imagine that they were silent? What wife, 
what daughters are silent on such occasions? They 
were different indeed from their latest offspring if 
they did not express their opinion right freely that 
day, and draw such pictures of social bliss in that 
suburban home in the plain as swept Lot completely 
off his feet and sent him back to Abraham with his 
mind made up. “Abraham, I will take the plain. It 
brings me close to the city. I have a house full of 
girls growing up and they need opportunities of 
education which Sodom furnishes and the advan- 
tages of Sodom’s social life. You are childless, and 
Sarah does not care for these things as my wife does. 
So good by; I will take the plain”. 

It is not always wrong for parents to be ambitious 
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to educate and see their children refined. It would 
be unnatural and I think even sinful for parents to 
feel otherwise. If my dear mother were yet living 
I should feel like going to her knee to thank her 
afresh that she thought of these things when I was 
yet a totterer in the strength of fourteen months 
only, to say to my father, “Husband, I will not, I 
cannot bring up my children in this place”, and so 
he moved and we enjoyed the better training, the 
larger advantages, and escaped a thousand forms of 
rudeness and illiteracy that existed in the locality 
where I was born. So far as educational and social 
advantages were concerned, if Mrs. Lot pled elo- 
quently to move toward Sodom, she has my sym- 
pathy. But there are other reasons to be considered 
than financial and social. 

Religion is a thing of greater importance than 
either; and in that view this suburban Sodom busi- 
ness was fatal! When he left the hill, Lot parted 
from the only preacher of righteousness in that land. 
It was one blessed and continual inspiration to live 
with Abraham. His faith was the measure of his 
obedience and his every act was a sermon in a deed. 

There are some men whose very presence is like 
a breath from heaven. There are some women 
whose every speech is seasoned with sweet incense 
of prayer. Be careful how you run away from such 
persons for any or all godless advantages. He who 
gives up a faithful and brilliant ministry and moves 
into some desert spot, taking a few acres of land in- 
stead, is making a mistake to be wept over one day 
with bitter tears. The West has its broad and fertile 
plains, richer perchance than even those west of the 
Dead Sea and along the banks of Jordan. Hundreds, 
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Lot-like, have turned their backs upon the place 
where the Gospel was preached and, going there, 
have settled upon 160 acres of land and lived for 
years without a sermon, the Bible neglected and 
God almost forgotten. Don’t tell me of the riches 
of the West, of the splendid soil and the magnificent 
hopes, then stammer when I ask, “What of religious 
advantages?” and answer, “We have none’! No 
man has a right to move away from a sacred min- 
istry to possess himself of loamy yet godless soil. 

But Lot was not satisfied to stay in the plain. 
The Revised Version shows us his caravan moving 
again. 


WHAT INFLUENCED HIS DECISION FOR 
CITY LIFE? 


Selfishness is not a principle to stand still. It is 
ever moving, driving, goading even its most obe- 
dient subject. That Lot was a shrewd business man 
is evidenced by this first choice. After going to the 
plains, he had sold his cattle to the butchers of 
Sodom, his wool to the factory men, his garden stuff 
to the green grocers, and had bought from the city 
merchants in his turn. In all this trading he has 
discovered an ability to grapple successfully with 
the most skillful in business. Why not move closer 
to them and make exchange of commodities a thing 
of more easy and frequent occurrence? Why not 
get within the walls and take a hand in trusts and 
pools and combines? Oh, this love of money, the 
root of so many evils, was the beginning of Lot’s 
successes and the occasion of his downfall alike. 

The language of our text indicates that Sodom 
was not reached witha single bound. On the other 
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hand there were several short moves, but every one 
in that direction. No man becomes the most griev- 
ous sinner in a day. Misers are not made in a 
month; thieves do not grow in a fortnight. As a 
rule these all require years for their gradual growth. 
Lot’s tent went a few rods at a time, but ended in 
Sodom at last. That is the law of all iniquity. It 
does not spring upon its victim and crush him with 
a blow as is the habit of the tiger and the lion, but 
serpent-like, it crawls stealthily upon him, crushes 
slowly, yet sends a poison into the veins that dead- 
ens sensibilities and renders the victim unconscious 
of the awful end. 

The man who would be safe must keep his dis- 
tance from the seductive power. In St. Augustine’s 
“Confessions”, we read how a friend had determined 
never to look upon the fencer’s prizes. One day he 
fell into the company of some friends whose im- 
portunity won him to the theatre where the bloody 
scenes were being enacted. After having yielded so 
far he protested still, and closing his eyes declared 
that though in a wrong place he would not look 
upon the cruel sights. But while he sat in imposed 
blindness there was a great and sudden shout of the 
people. He looked about to see what the matter 
was, whereupon he became another man and altered 
his former course so that his hatred of the sport was 
turned into love of it. 

Sodom may have seemed to Lot a den of iniquity 
when first he knew its sin, but familiarity with its 
inhabitants brought hima more and more to their 
level and robbed him of his integrity. 

When you yield to sin be sure that it will not be 
controlled by you, but will itself dominate at last. 
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The man who has an inordinate love of gain and 
knows the danger of his greed, the card player for 
fun seldom thinks of the gambling table, midnight 
hour and blighting companies ahead; the tipler 
thinks not of himself as the toper of a few years 
hence. Shakespeare seems to have seen the danger 
at this point and, to warn against it, made Othello 
say, “When devils will their blackest sins put on, 
they do at first suggest with heavenly shows”, and 
in the speech of Banquo, adds, “And oftentimes to 
win us to our harm, the instruments of darkness 
tell us truths; win us with honest trifles, to betray 
us in deepest consequences”. 

In olden times the conqueror often dragged at his 
chariot wheels the subjects of his latest victory and 
made his triumph the more splendid as he increased 
the wretched number trailing there. If we are to 
escape dragging after the swiftly driving wheels of 
hell, then we must beware of the first yielding to 
temptation and the first consent to sin! 

My last question is this, 


WHAT WERE THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
LOT’S EXCESSIVE WORLDLINESS? 


The narrative shows him to have lost all riches 
and to have left the city like a beggar. In that re- 
spect surely this man’s life is only one of the many 
illustrations wherein men’s greed of gain has robbed 
them of the plenty once enjoyed. A‘sop was wise 
enough to discern that common experience long 
ago. He intended its illustration in that fable of the 
dog who on crossing a stream with a piece of flesh 
in his mouth saw his own shadow in the water, and, 
mistaking it for another dog with a piece of meat, 
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dropped his possession and snatched eagerly at that 
below, to learn a moment later that his greed had 
lost him both. It would seem that God did all He 
could to forewarn Lot of this impending danger. To 
forewarn, it is said, is to forearm. What else did it 
mean than a hint of greater calamities when the 
kings combined and carried away everything that 
this man had, and only gave it up when the power 
of Abraham’s forces compelled it? But some men 
learn not from experience. God’s providences may 
be employed daily in their behalf, yet they never in- 
terpret their meaning until the devil has done his 
worst. Excessive worldiness unfits men for Heav- 
en’s lessons, and robs them of God’s intended mercy 
and deliverance. 


Men will not learn. They wish not to learn, and 
if God instructs them best He must do it, as in Lot’s 
case, by the process of destruction and humiliation. 
If kinder dealing, significant warnings, are not 
enough, then let the more severe means be employed, 
and the thunders of judgment effect what the still, 
small, sweet voice of love, or the more decided tones 
of warning, could not accomplish. 


Lot went out of Sodom having left behind all the 
power of good influence. Who can doubt that the 
family in the plains were a model in devotion and 
religious zeal for all the heathen round; that the lord- 
ly shepherd walked among his neighbors as the best 
example of integrity and exerted upon them a 
strange power for good? How sad the day when, 
by any change of thought or habit, a man robs him- 
self of that Heaven-born breath! How pitiful the 
sight of a Samson shorn of his locks and robbed of 


98 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


former strength by dallying with Delilah and play- 
ing at godlessness! 

I have often thought that no loss quite equals the 
loss of personal power over one’s fellows in thought 
and deed. I have seen men go down in financial 
panics and fall to the very bottom of the pit of bank- 
ruptcy, but if they retained their integrity and still 
stood before their fellows as examples of honesty 
and exerted upon them a power for godliness, their 
estate is reckoned not half bad. 

It is a sad sight to see Lot, the prince for the 
country neighborhood, and the example of neigh- 
bors, the inspiration of neighbors’ sons, now a bond- 
holder in Sodom, but without the power to impart 
Heaven’s message to a single neighbor or even the 
ability to persuade his own children of the truth. A 
night of preaching and crying and prayer elicits 
only mockery in response. I know that a great 
many people in these days hold to the notion that 
no breach should exist between the religious and 
the godless, and that we gain power over them by 
mingling most freely with them. Be not deceived! 
Let Lot’s experience instruct and see in this mirror 
the likeness of yourself, laughed at, and your mes- 
sage from Heaven spurned with contempt by the 
comrade in whose godless way you have walked, 
and in whose opinions of worldliness you have too 
long agreed. 

But last and worst of all, Lot saw his house a 
moral wreck. The wife stricken for a backward 
look, the children victims in part of the fearful 
stroke of judgment; two of them saved to practice 
their Sodom-learned lusts, and a future opening 
which knew no angels’ visits; the thought of God 
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only to remember his cruel stab, and the look to 
heaven only to fear its fire rather than expect its 
mercy. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked. 
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
When you select a home, build where God can visit 
it. When you move, stop not in the place smoking 
now for judgment! 
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ISAAC, JACOB AND ESAU 


Genesis 25:10 to Chapter 35 


EGINNING where we left off in our last study 

of Genesis, Isaac is the subject of next concern, 
for “it came to pass after the death of Abraham that 
God blessed his son Isaac, and Isaac dwelt by the well 
Lahai-roi”. But we are not inclined to spend much 
time in the study of Isaac’s life and labors. Un- 
questionably Isaac holds his place in the Old Testa- 
ment record through force of circumstances rather 
than by virtue of character. His history is unin- 
teresting, and were it not that he is Abraham’s son 
and Jacob’s father, the connecting link between the 
federal head of the Jews, and father of the patri- 
archs, he would long since have been forgotten. 


Three sentences tell his whole history, and prove 
him to be a most representative Jew. He was obe- 
dient to his father; he was greedy of gain, and he 
was a gormand! He resisted not when Abraham 
bound him and laid him upon the altar. Such was 
his filial submission. At money-making he was a 
success, “for he had possession of flocks and posses- 
sion of herd, and great store of servants, and the 
Philistines envied him”. His gluttony was great 
enough to be made a matter of inspired record, for 
it is written, “Isaac loved Esau because he did eat 
of his venison”, and when he was old and his eyes 
were dim, and he thought the day of his death was 
at hand, he called Esau and said, 


“My son****take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver 
and thy bow, and go out to the field and take me some veni- 
son and make me savory meat, such as I love, and bring it 
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ke me that I may eat, that my soul may bless thee before I 
we. 

Think of a man preparing to sweep into eternity, 
and yet spending what he supposed to be his last 
moments in feasting his flesh! 

I have no prejudice against the Jew. I believe 
him to be the chosen of the Lord. My study of the 
Scriptures has compelled me to look for the restora- 
tion of Israel, and yet I say that Isaac, in his filial 
obedience, his greed of gain and his gluttony of the 
flesh, was a type. And to this hour the majority 
of his offspring present kindred traits of character. 


Yet Isaac’s life was not in vain. We saw in our 
second study in Genesis that the man who became 
the father of a great people, who, through his off- 
spring was made a nation, was fortune-favored of 
God. The greatest event in Isaac’s history was the 
birth of his twin children, Esau and Jacob. It was 
through their behavior that his own name would be 
immortalized and through their offspring that his 
personality would be multiplied into a mighty peo- 
ple. I propose, therefore, this morning to give the 
greater attention to his younger son, Jacob, God’s 
chosen one, and yet not to neglect Esau whom the 
sacred narrative assigns to a place of secondary con- 
sideration. For the sake of simplicity in study, let 
us reduce the whole of Jacob’s long and eventful 
life to three statements, namely, “Jacob’s shrewd- 
ness”, “Jacob’s Sorrows”, and “Jacob’s Salvation”. 


JACOB’S SHREWDNESS. 


In their very birth, Jacob’s hand was upon Esau’s 
heel, earnest of his character. From his childhood 
he tripped whom he could. 
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His deceptions began in the home. This same 
twin brother Esau, upon whose heel he laid his hand 
in the hour of birth, becomes the first victim of his 
machinations. He takes advantage of Esau’s hun- 
ger and weariness to buy out his birthright, and 
pays for it the miserable price of “bread and pot- 
tage”. The child is the prophecy of the man. The 
treatment one accords his brothers and sisters, 
while yet the family are around the old hearthstone, 
gives promise of the character to come. The rea- 
son why sensible parents show such solicitude over 
the small sins of their children is found just here. 
They are not distressed because the transgressions 
are great in themselves, but rather because those trans- 
gressions tell of “things to come”. In the peevish- 
ness of a child they see the promise of a man, mas- 
tered by his temper; in the white lies of youth, 
an earnest of the dangerous falsehoods that may 
curse maturer years; in the little deceptions of the 
nursery, a prophecy of the accomplished and con- 
scienceless embezzler. 

There comes from England the story of a farmer 
who, finding himself at the hour of midnight ap- 
proaching the end of life, sent hastily for a lawyer, 
and ordered him to quickly write his will. The at- 
torney asked for pen, ink and paper, but none could 
be found. Then he inquired for a lead pencil, but a 
thorough search of the house revealed that no such 
thing existed in it. The lawyer saw that the farmer 
was sinking fast, and something must be done, and 
so casting about he came upon a piece of chalk; and 
taking that he sat down upon the hearthstone and 
wrote out on its smooth surface the last will and 
testament of the dying man. When the court came 
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to the settlement of the estate, that hearthstone was 
taken up and carried into the presence of the judge, 
and there its record was read, and the will written 
upon it was executed. And I tell you that before 
we leave the old home place, and while we sit around 
the old hearthstone, we write there a record in our 
behavior toward father and mother, in our dealings 
with brother and sister, and servant, that is a proph- 
ecy of what we ourselves will be and of the end to 
which we shall eventually come, for “the child is fa- 
ther to the man”. 

Jacob showed this same character to society. The 
thirtieth chapter of Genesis records his conduct in 
the house of Laban. It is of a perfect piece with that 
which characterized him in his father’s house. A change 
of location does not altar character. Sometime ago a 
young man who had had trouble in his own home, 
and had come into ill-repute in the society in which 
he had moved, came and told me that he was going 
off to another city, and when I asked “Why?” he 
said, “Well, I want to get away from the old as- 
sociations and I want to put distance between me 
and the reputation I have made”. But when he 
went he carried his own character with him, and 
the consequence was a new Set of associates worse 
than those from whom he fled, and a new reputation 
that for badness exceeded the old. It does not make 
any difference in what house the deceiver lodges, 
nor yet with what society he associates himselfi—the 
result is always the same. 

Parker, who was the real father of the Prohibition 
movement of Maine, testified that he had traveled 
into every state of the Union in an endeavor to 
overcome his drinking habits, and free himself of 


AND THE EVANGELIST 107 


evil associates, and that in every state of the Union 
he failed. But, when God by His grace converted 
him and changed his character, he went back to his 
old home and settled down with the old associates 
and friends and not only showed them how to live 
an upright life, but inaugurated a movement for the 
utter abolition of his old enemy. If there is any 
man who is thinking of leaving his city for another 
because here he has been “unfortunate”, as he puts 
it, or “has been taken advantage of by evil com- 
pany”, and has made for himself a bad reputation, - 
let him know that removal to a new place will ac- 
complish no profit whatever. As Beecher once said, 
“Men do not leave their misdeeds behind them when 
they travel away from home. A man who commits 
a mean and wicked action carries that sin in him- 
self and with himself. He may go around the world 
but it goes around with him. He does not shake it 
off by changing his position”. 

The Jacob who deceived Esau and had to flee in 
consequence, twenty years later, for cheating Laban 
and by his dishonest dealings, divorced himself from 
his father-in-law. 

Jacob’s piety was a pure hypocrisy. Now some 
may be ready to protest against this charge, but I 
ground it in the plain statements of the Word. In 
all his early years this supplanter seldom employed 
the name of God, except for personal profit. When 
his old father Isaac inquired concerning that mut- 
ton, Jacob was palming off on him for venison, 
“How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my 
son”? the impious rascal replied, “Because the Lord 
thy God brought it to me”. Think of voicing such 
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hypocrisy! The next time Jacob employed God’s 
name it was at Bethel. 

“And Jacob vowed a vow saying, If God will be with 
me and will keep me in this way that I shall go and will 
give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, then shall the Lord be 
my God” 

Satan’s charge against Job would have had oc- 
casion had he hurled it against this supplanter in- 
stead, “Doth Jacob fear God for naught?” When 
the frauds of this man had taken from Laban the 
greater part of his flocks and herds, and Laban’s 
sons had uttered their complaint of robbery, Jacob 
replied, 

“Ye know that with all my power I have served your fa- 


ther, and your father hath deceived me, and changed my 
wages ten times. But God suffered him not to hurt me”. 


If he said, thus, “the speckled shall be thy wages”, 
then all the cattle bare speckled; and if he said thus, 
“the ring straked shall be thy hire”, then bare all 
the cattle ringstraked; thus God hath taken away 
the cattle of your father and given them to me”. 
What hypocrisy! God had done nothing of the kind. 
This supplanter, by his knowledge of physiological 
laws, had enriched himself and robbed Laban, and 
when charged with his conduct, defended his for- 
tune by the impious claim that God had given it 
all. I doubt if a man ever descends to greater depths 
of infamy than he reaches who cloaks bad conduct 
with pious phrases. 


In a certain city a gentleman moved in and 
started up in business. He dressed elegantly, dwelt 
in a splendid house, drew the reins over a magnifi- 
cent span, but his piety was the most marked thing 
about him. Morning and evening on the Sabbath 
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day he went into the house of God to worship, and 
in the prayer meeting his testimonies and prayers 
were delivered with promptness and apparent sin- 
cerity. A few short months and he used the cover 
of night under which to make his exit, and left be- 
hind him a victimized host. Some time since our 
newspapers reported a Jew, who by the same hypoc- 
risy had enriched himself and robbed many of his 
well-to-do brethren in Minneapolis. We have more 
respect for the worldling who is a gambler, a drunk- 
ard or an adulterer, than for the churchman who 
makes his church-membership serve purely com- 
mercial ends, and whose pious phrases are used as 
free passes into the confidence of the unsuspecting. 
It is a remarkable fact that when Jesus Christ was 
in the world He used His power to dispossess the 
raving Gadarene; He showed His mercy toward the 
scarlet woman; He viewed with pathetic silence the 
gamblers who cast dice for His own coat, but He 
assailed hypocrisy with the strongest clean invec- 
tives of which human language was capable, nam- 
ing the hypocrites of His time “whited sepulchres”, 
“a generation of vipers”, “children of Satan”, and 
charged them with “foolishness, blindness and mur- 
der”. If Christ were here today, hypocrisy would 
fare no better at His lips, and when He was crucified 
again, as He surely would be, this class would lead 
the crowd that cried, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him”! 

But enough regarding Jacob’s shrewdness; let us 
look into 

JACOB’S SORROWS. 

He is separated from his childhood’s home. Scarce- 
ly had he and his doting mother carried out their 
deception of Isaac when sorrow smites both of them 
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and the mother who loved him so much is compelled to 
say, “My son, obey my voice and arise; flee thou to 
Laban, my brother, to Haran”; and this mother and 
son were destined never to see each other’s face 
again. One of the ways of God’s judgment is to 
leave men to the fruits of their own devices. He 
does not rise up to personally punish those who 
transgress, but permits them to suffer the punish- 
ment which is self-inflicted. The law is “Whatso- 
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap”. It is a 
law that approves every righteous act, and bestows 
great blessings upon every good man, but it is also 
a law that has its whip of scorpions for every soul 
that lives in sin. It is on account of this law that 
you cannot be a cheat in your home and be com- 
fortable there. You simply cannot deceive and de- 
fraud your fellows and escape the consequences. 
What was $25,000 worth to Patrick Crowe when 
every policeman in America and a thousand private 
detectives were in search of him? How fitful must 
have been his sleep when he lay down at night, 
knowing that ere the morning dawned the law was 
likely to lay its hand upon him, and how anxious 
his days when every man he met and every step 
heard behind him suggested probable arrest. What 
had he done that he was so hunted? He had done 
what Jacob did; he had come into possession of 
blessings which did not belong to him, and as Jacob 
took advantage of his brother’s weariness and hun- 
ger and of his father’s blindness to carry out his plot, 
so this child-kidnapper took advantage of the weak- 
ness of youth, the affection of paternity, to spoil his 
fellow of riches. It is not likely that either Jacob of 
old or the kidnapper of yesterday looked to the end 
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of their deception. Greed in each case blinded them, 
to the sorrows to come, as it is doing to hundreds 
of thousands of others today. But just as sure as 
Jacob’s deception effected Jacob’s separation from 
mother and father and home, similar conduct on 
your part or mine will plunge us into sorrows, for 
“he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption”. 

In His adopted house Jacob encounters new dif- 
ficulties. It is no more easy to run away from sor- 
row than it is to escape from sin. The man who 
proved himself a rascal in Minneapolis may remove 
to Milwaukee, but the troubles he had here will 
be duplicated in his new home. The shrewd man of 
Gerar, when he comes to Haran, is cheated himself. 
Seven hard years of service for Rachel, and lo, Leah is 
given instead. At Haran his wages “were changed 
ten times”, so he says. I have no doubt that every 
change was effected by some new rascality in his 
conduct. At Haran he was openly charged with 
deception and greed by the sons of Laban, and at 
Haran also he witnessed the jealousy that was grow- 
ing up between Rachel, his best beloved, and Leah, 
the favored of God. So sorrows ever attend the 
sinner. 

The man who comes to you in a time when you 
are tempted, to plead with you to deal honestly, to 
do nothing that would not have the Divine approval, 
no matter how great the loss in an upright course, 
is a friend and is pleading for your good. His coun- 
sel is not against success, but against sorrow in- 
stead. He is as certainly trying to save you from 
agonizing experiences as he would be if pleading 
with you not to drink, not to gamble, or even not to 
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commit murder, “for better is a little with right- 
eousness than great revenues without right”. 


It is at the point of his family he suffers most. We 
have already referred to the estrangement that grew 
up between Rachel and Leah. That was only the 
beginning. The baseness of Reuben, the cruelty of 
Simeon and Levi toward the Shechemites, the spir- 
it of fratricide that sold Joseph into slavery; all of 
these and more had to be met by this unhappy man. 
A man never suffers so much as when he sees that 
his family, his wife and his children, are necessarily 
involved. Jacob expressed this thought when he 
prayed to God, 


“Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of Esau, for I fear him lest he will come 
and smite me and the mother with the children”. 


Ah, there is the quick of human life—“the moth- 
er with the children”. 


I know a man who has recently been proven a 
defaulter. His embezzlements amount to many 
thousands of dollars, so it is said, and they run back 
through a course of twenty years. In a somewhat 
intimate association with him I never dreamed such 
a thing possible. He was a sweet-spirited man, an 
affectionate father, a kind husband, a good neighbor, 
outwardly a loyal citizen and apparently an upright 
Christian. I do not believe at heart he was dis- 
honest, and I know that he was not selfish. Since 
the press published his disgrace, I have been pon- 
dering over what it all meant and have an idea that 
he simply lacked the courage to go home and tell his 
wife and children that he was financially bankrupt, 
and that they must move into a plainer house, sub- 
sist upon the simplest food, and be looked upon as 
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belonging to the poverty stricken; so he went on, 
keeping up outward appearances, possibly for the 
wife’s sake and for the children’s sake, hoping against 
hope that the tide would turn and he would recover 
himself and injure none, until one day he saw the 
end was near, and the sin long concealed was burn- 
ing to the surface, and society would understand. It 
plunged him into temporary insanity. 

Young men who sin are likely to forget the fact 
that when they come to face the consequences of 
their behavior they will not be alone, and their suf- 
ferings will be increased by just so much as the wife 
and children are compelled to suffer. 

Some time ago I read a story of a young man who 
had committed a crime and fled to the West. In the 
course of time he met a young woman in his new 
home and wooed and won her. When a little child 
came into his home, his heart turned back to his 
mother, and he longed to go back and visit her and 
let her meet his wife and enjoy the grandchild; and 
yielding to this natural desire, he went back. But 
ere a week had passed, officers of the law walked in 
and arrested him on the old charge. Alone he had 
sinned, but now his sufferings are accentuated a 
thousand-fold because his innocent wife must share 
them, and even the bewildered babe must untwine 
her arms from about his neck and be torn from her 
best-loved bed, his breast. ‘“The mother with the 
children”! Ah, Jacob, you may sin by yourself, but 
when you come to suffer, you will feel the pain of 
many lives. 

But, thank God, there came a change in Jacob. In 
finishing this talk I want to give the remaining 
space to 
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JACOB’S SALVATION. 


I believe it occurred at Peniel. twice before God 
had manifested Himself to Jacob. But Jacob had 
received little profit from those revelations. On his 
way to Haran, God gave him a vision in the night 
—a ladder set up on the earth the top of which 
reached up to heaven, and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. When Jacob awak- 
ened out of his sleep he said, “This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heav- 
en”. But not all who come into the House of God, 
not all before whom Heaven’s gate opens; not all to 
whom the way of salvation is revealed are converted. 
That night’s vision did not result in Jacob’s salva- 
tion. After that he was the same deceiver. 


Twenty-one years sweep by and Jacob is on his 
way back to the old place, and the angels of God 
met him. And when Jacob saw them he said, “This 
is God’s host”. But not every man who meets the 
hosts of God is saved. Jacob is not saved. But when 
he came to Peniel and there in the night a Man 
wrestled with him, it was none other than God’s 
third appearance, and the Jacob who had gone from 
the House of God unsaved, who had met the hosts 
of God to receive from them little profit, seeing now 
the face of God, surrendered once for all. From that 
night until the hour when he breathed his last, Ja- 
cob the politician, Jacob the deceiver, Jacob the de- 
frauder, was Israel—the Prince of God, whose con- 
duct became the child of the Most High! 

His repentance was genuine. Read the record of 
Genesis 32 :24-30, and you will be convinced that Ja- 
cob truly repented. In that wonderful night he 
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ceased from his selfishness. He said never a word 
that looked like a bargain with God. He did not 
even plead for personal safety against angered Esau. 
He did not even beseech God to save the mother 
with the children, but he begged for a blessing. He 
had passed the Pharisaical point where his prayer 
breathed his self-esteem. He had come to the point 
of the truly penitent, and doubtless prayed over and 
over again as the publican, “God be merciful to me 
a sinner’. And when God was about to go from him 
he said, “I will not let thee go except thou bless 
me’. That is the best sign of genuine repentance. 

In Chicago I baptized a young man who for years 
had been a victim of drink. For years also he had 
gone to the gambling house. Often he abused his 
wife and sometimes he beat the half-clad children. 
One day in his wretchedness he purchased a pistol 
and went into his own home, purposing to destroy 
the lives of wife and children and then commit sui- 
cide; but while he waited for the wife to turn her 
head that he might execute his will without her hav- 
ing suspected it, God’s Spirit came upon him in con- 
viction and he told me afterwards that his sense of 
sin was such that in his back yard, with his face 
buried in the earth, he cried for God’s blessing. 
“And I found that I was not so much convicted of — 
drunkenness, or of gambling, or of cruelty, or even 
of the purpose of murder and suicide, as I was con- 
victed of sin. I did not plead for pardon from any 
of these acts but for God’s mercy that should cover 
all and make me a man”, 

Read the 51st Psalm and see how David passed 
through a similar experience. His cry was, “Wash 
me thoroughly from mine iniquity and cleanse me 
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from my sin”. And Jacob’s cry was “Bless me’. It 
means the same. 


His offer to Esau was in restitution. T'wo hundred 
she goats, and 20 he goats, 200 ewes and 20 rams; 
30 milk camels with their colts; 40 kine and 10 bulls; 
20 she asses and 10 foals; all of these he sent to 
Esau his brother, as a present. Present, did I say? 
No, Jacob meant it in payment. Twenty-one years 
before he had taken from Esau what was not his 
own and now that God had blessed him, he wanted 
to return to Esau with usury. It is the story of 
Zaccheus—restoring four-fold. And the church of 
God has never received a better evidence of conver- 
sion than is given when a man makes restitution. 


Some years ago at Cleveland a great revival was 
on, into which meeting an unhappy man strayed. 
The evangelist was talking that night of the chil- 
dren of Israel coming up to Kadesh-Barnea but 
turning back unblessed. This listener, an attorney, 
had in his pocket seven hundred dollars which he 
had received for pleading a case which he knew to 
be false, won only by perjured testimony, and the 
promise of $12,000 more should he win the case in 
the highest court. As the minister talked, God’s 
Spirit convicted him and for some days he wrestled 
with the question as to what to do. Then he coun- 
selled with the evangelist and eventually he restored 
the $700, told his client to keep the $12,000 and went 
his way into the church of God. I have not followed 
his course but you do not doubt his conversion. Ah, 
Jacob is saved now, else he would never have paid 
the old debt at such a price. 


Thank God, also, that his reformation was perma- 
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nent. You can follow this life now through all its 
vicissitudes to the hour of which it is written, 

“And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his 
sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up 
the ghost and was gathered unto his people”. 

You will never find him a deceiver again; you 
will never find him defrauding again. The right- 
eousness of his character waxes unto the end, and 
Pharaoh never entertained a more honorable man 
than when he welcomed this hoary pilgrim to his 
palace. The forenoon of his life was filled with 
clouds and storms, but the evening knew only sun- 
shine and shadow, and the shadow was not in con- 
sequence of sins continued but sorrows superin- 
duced by the sins of others. 

It is related that when Napoleon came upon the 
battlefield of Marengo, he found his forces in con- 
fusion and flying before the face of the enemy. Call- 
ing to a superior officer he asked what it meant. The 
answer was, “We are defeated”. The great Gen- 
eral took out his watch, looked at the sinking sun a 
moment and said, “There is just time enough left 
to regain the day”. At his command the forces faced 
about, fought under the inspiration of his presence, 
and just as the sun went down, they silenced the 
opposing guns. 

Suppose we grant that one has wasted his early 
years, has so misspent them as to bring great sor- 
row. Shall such despair? No, Jacob’s life illustrates 
the better way. His youth was all gone when he 
came to Peniel. But there he learned how to redeem 
the remaining days. 


I saw by a magazine to which I subscribe that 
in Albemarle and surrounding counties of Virginia 


118 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


there are many farms that were once regarded as 
worn out, and their owners questioned what they 
could do with them, when somebody suggested that 
they sow them to violets. The violets perfumed the 
air, enriched the owner, and recovered the land. It 
is not too late to turn to God! 
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JOSEPH, GOD'S FAVORITE 


Genesis 36-50 


es we began our study with the 36th chapter of 
Genesis we should have to do with the genera- 
tions of Esau, who is Edom. It is a chapter filled 
with hard names of men, many of whom wore the 
title “Duke”, but like many of the lords and dukes 
of the present day, did nothing worthy the pen of 
inspiration. The men whose history God passes 
over with the mere statement of birth, name, title 
and death, we may be excused for skipping in our 
search for the more important characters and the 
more impressive lessons of the sacred Word. 

The 37th chapter introduces us to such a char- 
acter in Joseph, and launches us upon a study which 
has engaged the most serious thought of Scripture 
students for thousands of years. According to the 
reckoning of John Lord, in his essay on “Joseph”, 
this great-grandson of Abraham was born at Haran 
about 3701 years ago. The most distinguishing fea- 
ture of his early life was his peculiar and prophetic 
dreams or visions. He comes before us in the blush 
of seventeen summers, nicknamed by those who 
knew him best, “this Dreamer”.. Already in the vi- 
sions of the night, God had vouchsafed to him the 
earnest of his coming supremacy and power. The 
eleven sheaves of his brethren had made obeisance, 
while Joseph’s sheaf had stood upright and received 
their homage. The sun and moon and eleven stars 
had gathered at his feet. And, when the dreams 
were known, his father gently reproved, but his 
brothers resolved and agreed to watch for a chance 
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to act. The favorite of the household was to be 
put out of the way. The beauty of face that had 
made him a subject of parental partiality was to be 
despoiled. The jealousy-breeding coat was to be- 
come all crimson; the tattling tongue was to be 
silenced, and this business of first dreaming and 
then interpreting to his own profit was to be brought 
to a deserved end! 

Such were the resolutions ; and their chance came. 
Joseph is at last within their grasp, and with a shout 
of triumph they cry, as they lift their eyes to his 
sweet though envied face, 


“Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now, therefore, and 
let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say 
some evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams” (Gen. 37:19-20). 

The remainder of the story is familiar to every 
one of you, and I do not propose to give time to a 
rehearsal of its incidents, but rather to a considera- 
tion of its fundamental lessons. 


DIVINE FAVORS DO NOT INSURE AGAINST 
HUMAN HATRED. 


Joseph had, indeed, almost a monopoly of the fa- 
vors to be coveted in this life. Through his veins 
there pulsed no common or unclean blood. Four of 
his brethren were of the meaner extraction of slave 
mothers, while six others were born to the “tender- 
eyed” Leah. It was Joseph’s good fortune, and 
doubtless his pride, to be the elder son of the beauti- 
ful Rachel, the only lawful wife of Jacob, because 
the woman of his selection, and the only one to whom 
he was bound by love. It may be a sin in the child 
to love his father and mother less because they are 
those in whom he can take no special pride, but I am 
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sure that his joy is as commendable as natural who 
loves and delights in them the more because they 
are virtuous, honorable and superior in every way. 
Such a pride was Joseph’s possession. Who of us 
are as grateful as we should be for godly and noble 
parentage? 


Again, providence had favored this child in his 
own person. “Joseph was a goodly person and well 
favored” (Gen. 29:6). Doubtless that fact accounts 
for some of Jacob’s inexcusable partiality. He saw 
in the beautiful boy those princely features which 
called for a royal tunic as a natural complement. 
Beauty of person is one of God’s better gifts, and 
it has played its part in the role of human history. 
It was that charm and that alone that saved the 
child, Moses, and opened to him the princess’ nurs- 
ery and put him in the splendid Egyptian school 
from which he graduated unto the great work of 
saving his people and serving his God. It was beau- 
ty of face and grace of form that brought Esther to 
the throne at the very time when the interests of 
Israel were trembling in the balance, and God’s peo- 
ple were waiting for just such a friend. The promt- 
nent role that Cleopatra played in the world is as- 
signed almost entirely to the solitary circumstance 
of her personal charms. I have often wondered why 
the great artists have not made more of Joseph as 
a subject fit for the choicest marble, and worthy the 
best skilled brush. 

In his spirit also, Joseph was divinely favored. So 
far as the record of his life goes, it would be danger- 
ous to affirm that the splendid child, or the saintly 
man, Samuel, was ever possessed of sweeter temper 
than that which Joseph discovered in all the chang- 
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ing and trying experiences of his life. Not a single 
indictment against his conduct can be successfully 
sustained. If it be said that his brothers hated him 
on account of his intolerable pride, let it be remem- 
bered Eliab hurled at David this. sentence, “J know 
thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart”. In each 
instance the bigger brother was voicing the naughti- 
ness of his own heart instead. If he be charged with 
tattling because he brought unto his father “the evil 
report of his brethren”, let us answer with a ques- 
tion, “Is silence at the sight of sin a virtue?” Ifa 
report is to be made, to whom other than the father, 
the rightful authority? His behavior toward the 
woman whose unholy love his beauty had excited 
discovers at once a righteousness of personal char- 
acter, a keen sense of others’ interests, and a splen- 
did sensitiveness to sin against God that all right 
thinking people must admire. His dealing with the 
butler whose freedom he secured, to be rewarded by 
base neglect for two long years, proved his patience 
with forgetfulness and ingratitude. Toward his frat- 
ricidal brothers, whose lives eventually fell to his 
disposal, he discovered only the bosom of love, treat- 
ing with all tenderness those who had attempted 
his destruction. Blood may be a good thing, and 
“beauty a joy forever’, but that magnanimity of 
soul which can forget a wrong, be patient with a 
weakness, and treat with affection those who have 
subjected you to contempt—that is divine! To do 
that is to prove one’s kinship with the Son of God. 

Finally Joseph was favored with dreams of a wid- 
er and nobler life. The most promising youth is the 
one who enjoys such visions of the night. Guizot 
once wrote to his son who was contesting for a uni- 
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versity prize, “You are ambitious, my boy; you have 
a right to be. A man at forty may be too ambitious, 
but at 20, never”. 

Now and then the world is astonished by the sud- 
den awakening of some sleeping Samson who dis- 
covers unsuspected powers at the attack of the Phi- 
listines of opposition; but the rule is that Longfel- 
lows, while still beardless, dream of being laureates 
and write to their mothers asking, “Do you not think 
I may one day write books that will be read all over 
the land?” I think that Dr. Hillis has called atten- 
tion to an important truth when, in his book “A 
Man’s Value To Society”, he emphasizes “the im- 
agination as the architect of manhood”. 

But let no man conclude that such Divine favors 
will insure against human hatred. Jealousy is the 
blindest of passions, and envy never sees anything 
save through the green glasses which convert all vir- 
tue into vice, and all merit into excuses for murder. 
We have already seen that Joseph’s conduct toward 
his brethren was commendable and in every in- 
stance meant for their good. But as the belligerent 
Israelites resented Moses’ plea for peace between 
brethren, so these sons of Leah and the concubines 
interpreted Joseph’s just report of their behavior as 
bad tattling. How many a noble Christian man has 
been insulted and cruelly criticised because, for- 
sooth, he tried to get people to live right and when 
they would not, reported their sins to the church! 

The modern martyr is that noble Joseph who 
keeps out of fights himself and says to his brethren, 
“You must behave or I shall be compelled to report 
you to our spiritual mother”. Yes, it is one of the 
most significant suggestions of the sham of modern 


126 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


profession that it will brook no correction from the 
brother of tenderest love, yea, even from the officials 
of the church of God elected for the very purpose of 
counsel and, when needful, of correction. 

Again, how many, Joseph-like, are hated because 
they have had some dream of position, influence and 
real worth? You have heard it said, “There is one 
black sheep in every flock”. Yes, and the converse 
is equally true, “In a black flock one white sheep 
appears”. In most families there is one child that 
early comes into possession of that broader view of 
character, conduct and life. How often his first ut- 
terance of the hope for the future, that has grown 
big within his breast, is met with some expression 
of contempt for such pretensions, or scorn for such 
pride of heart! Joseph’s experience and David’s has 
been known to the bleeding heart of many a pre- 
cocious boy. An education has been resolved upon, 
and he begins the long climb of attainment’s lad- 
der alone. It would seem enough that he should 
struggle single-handed, and without assistance or 
sympathy, but how often he must make his way up- 
ward, carrying in memory the bitter reproaches and 
keen sarcasm of his brothers who see nothing in his 
dream save concentrated egotism and vain conceit! 

If any reader has suffered at one or more of these 
points, I come to say, Be not discouraged! Retrace 
your steps in nothing! Be slow to conclude you are 
wrong, or that it is of no use to labor against such 
opposition. Christ experienced it all boiled down to 
its last bitterness and yet, when it did its final work 
of lifting Him to the cross, it only hastened His 
crown. Joseph’s brethren can sell him, but if he is 
always right the Lord will be with him, and the sale 
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into slavery is only an additional push toward the 
waiting throne. 


Now for our second suggestion, 


“And Joseph's master took him and put him into prison. 
But the Lord was with Joseph” (Gen. 39:20-21). 


INNOCCENCE CANNOT BE EFFECTUALLY 
DISHONORED. 


People sometimes make the mistake of affirming 
that an innocent man cannot be injured. On the 
contrary, history is rife with illustrations of the 
fact that no character is so easily sullied as that of 
the purest and best of men and women. ‘The prin- 
ciple is easy of explanation. The whiter the sheet 
of paper the easier it is for dirty fingers to leave 
their track. Some people have the impression that 
after all preachers and other religious people are 
about as capable of immoralities as are the members 
of any other circle. Alas! for the poisoning power of 
a sensational and truthless press! Many a Joseph has 
been silenced, and even banished for a while by such 
confessed lovers of the profession. They know the 
ease with which that lord, “Public Opinion” is ex- 
cited to jealousy and cruel judgment. They know, 
too, the inability of the best man to defend himself 
when accused of the meanest crimes, and so they 
clap their hands and “seek” on the spotted hounds 
of slander. Let us ever be slow in believing charges 
that are calculated to humble the best reputations 
to the dust, and wrong the most innocent by robbing 
them of their good name, and opening for them the 
door into some dungeon of shame! 


Joseph may submit to the inevitable, and under 
the ban of the law, languish in silence, but God 
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has a reckoning to make, and then the Hamans will 
swing on the gallows, and the Mordecais ride in the 
royal chariot and dictate to the throne. 


Innocent men, however, can best afford to be lied 
about and wronged, since truth has wonderful pow- 
ers of coming abroad. So far as the record of Scrip- 
ture goes, Joseph complains in never a word. Who 
doubts that by faith he saw his final triumph; and 
said in his heart of that prison what the three He- 
brew children, of a later time, said of the fiery fur- 
nace, “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us, 
and He will deliver us”. The innocent and right- 
eous man, and he alone, can employ such words and 
give to them their weight. I come more and more 
to think that no enemy can effectually injure him 
who walks uprightly, loves the truth and obeys God. 


Dr. Talmage tells how, some years ago, two pro- 
fessed temperance lecturers speaking in Ohio, and 
taking the unusual course for that class of men, 
maligned Christians and preachers. Among other things 
they claimed to be well acquainted with Dr. Tal- 
mage and declared that their former drunkenness 
began with drinking wine from that clergyman’s 
table. Talmage, indignant over such a charge, went to 
Patrick Campbell, then chief of the Brooklyn police, 
and requested his company to Ohio to effect the ar- 
rest of the libelous orators. Campbell only smiled 
and said, “Do not waste your time by chasing these 
men. Go home and do your work, and they can do 
you no harm”. The advice was taken, and the false- 
hood died of weakness, if indeed it was not still- 
born. There is not a scandal in the power of the 
tongue strong enough to blight the life that loves 
innocence and clings to God. Joseph may be im- 
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prisoned and never entertain the thought of break- 

ing jail, and yet there are not doors enough in all 

the dungeons of Egypt to keep him in the narrow 

cell. Butlers will need his help, the king will re- 

quire his wisdom and God will bring him forth. 
This brings us to a third lesson. 


“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Thou shalt be over my 
house and according unto thy mind shall all my people be 
ruled. Only in the throne shall I be greater than thou” 
(Gen. 41:39-40). 


PRISONS WILL NOT HOLD THE MAN 
FIT TO BE PREMIER. 


I know of few things that will so certainly effect 
recognition as merit. You can’t sell into slavery 
the man who has it. You may set a price on him 
and be paid it, but you can’t enslave him. There 
was an old colored man who trotted me on his knees 
the year the Civil War began., He never was a 
slave. He was always free! He would have been 
free on the southern plantations where masters rode 
with revolver in pocket and whip in hand. You 
can’t enslave the man who makes himself needful to 
you at every turn. You can put him in prison but 
an hour later you will need him and bring him out 
again. Darius once had Daniel put into a lions’ den. 
But Daniel was still freer than the king. He curled 
himself up in a corner of that cage and slept, while 
God’s angel watched with his hand at the hungry 
mouths. “But the king went to his palace and 
passed the night in fasting, and his sleep went from 
him”, and very early in the morning he made haste 
to see if the Hebrew was yet alive, without whom 
the kingdom could not run; “and so Daniel pros- 
pered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of 
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Cyrus the Persian”. The city authorities at Philippi 
tried imprisoning Paul and Silas, but next day they 
came and let them forth and gave them full permis- 
sion to depart in freedom. You may bind the body 
of Zedekiah with fetters of brass, and carrying him 
away to Babylon, imprison him for life; but he, in 
whom the spirit of Joseph is, must yet rule in the 
throne. 

“Moreover he called for a famine upon the land; he brake 
the whole staff of bread. He sent a man before them, 
even Joseph, who was sold for a servant; whose feet they 
hurt with fetters; he was laid in iron. Until the time that 
his word came, the word of the Lord tried him. The king 
sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and 
let him go free. He made him lord of his house and ruler 
of all his substance; to bind his princes at his pleasure and 
teach his senators wisdom” (Ps. 105:16-22). 

Men are slow at times to discern merit, but even 
jailbirds will feel its power and witness to its pres- 
ence. The incidental remarks in Acts, which say of 
the midnight song of Silas and Paul “and the pris- 
oners heard them”, is not more significant than the 
sentence which informs us of Joseph that “he was 
in favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison”. 
Let no man flatter himself that he has great virtues 
but the world is ignorant of them. Goodness is pow- 
er and will be felt, and the world’s wise men will be. 
discovered, though a very prison seek to both hide 
and silence them. God knows the nooks of the uni- 
verse and when there is need of a man he will find 
the fittest one in some corner and bring him forth. 

When Saul has uncrowned himself, there is a 
shepherd youth known to God upon whom the man- 
tle will fall. When Eli is old and his family are an 
offense to heaven, there is a boy in the temple 
trained, though the great outside world has never 
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heard his name. When famine threatens Egypt and 
the king is unequal to the task of averting it, Joseph 
is lying in wait, ready to take the place by Divine 
appointment. 
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THE SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE 


In discussing “The Sunday Evening Service” I 

doubt if I can do better than to speak out of my 
own experience. The longer one lives the less store 
he sets by theories which have not been personally 
tested and favorably proven. Better speak less elo- 
quently and yet speak “that we do know, that which 
our eyes have seen and our hands have handled”, 
for though we speak “with the tongues of men and 
of angels” and have not experience “we are become 
as sounding brass and tinkling cymbal”. 


THE SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE SHOULD 
COMMAND OUR BEST ENERGIES. 


Perspiration is not only the price of bread; it is 
the secret of success. The farmer takes out of the 
earth in proportion to the seed and sweat he has put 
into it. If our Sunday evening service is to succeed 
somebody must sweat for its sake. 

In this matter the minister is to set the example. 
Years ago the “Christian Endeavor World” in- 
quired of five hundred pastors the secret of a suc- 
cessful Sunday night service. The majority of an- 
swers laid the emphasis upon the following things, 
and in the order of decreasing emphasis: 

1. Simple direct Gospel preaching. 

2. Make much of the musical features. 

3. An emphasis on evangelism. 

4. Increased earnestness of the people. 

5. Short sermons. 

6. Careful preparation for the service. 

Turn the plan square about and put first “Care- 
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ful preparation for the service”. Too many men 
treat the second sermon with little consideration. 
A minister of splendid ability and of commanding 
position confessed that he gave no thought what- 
ever to his Sunday night sermon until two o’clock 
Sunday afternoon. 

You have heard of that flippant English clergy- 
man who once said to the Bishop of Litchfield, 
“Why, my lord, it is the easiest thing in the world 
to preach. Quite often I choose my text after I get 
into the pulpit and then go on and preach a sermon 
and think nothing of it”. “Oh”, said the Bishop, 
“that agrees quite perfectly with what I often hear 
your people say, for they hear the sermon and they 
think nothing of it”. The man who is to succeed 
with the Sunday evening service will copy rather 
Lord Campbell’s conduct who, in writing his father 
an excuse for not getting home, said “To have any 
chance of success I must be more steady than other 
men. I must be in the Chambers when they are at 
the theatre. I must study when they are asleep. I 
must remain in town when they go to the country”. 

In this, all church officials should be the minister’s 
associates. The President’s Cabinet is chosen for a 
purpose. When deacons were originally selected, 
there was a definite call for them, and if there are 
other offices in the Church of Jesus Christ that have 
no occasion, better abolish them. There is no gather- 
ing in the entire week which presents such oppor- 
tunities for soul-winning as the Sunday evening 
service, and for officials to be absent from it is to 
prove their unfitness for office. Charles Spurgeon, 
lecturing to his class, recited some words he had 
just culled from an American newspaper to this ef- 
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fect, “It is reported that once a month the members 
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle kindly consent to re- 
main at home and surrender their pews to strangers”. 
“English boasting in this matter is excluded, how- 
ever, for our American generosity is of such a type 
that most of our members do this for four Sunday 
nights in the month”. While the secret of a good 
Sunday evening service is commonly found with the 
pulpit, the responsibility for the same cannot be 
shifted from the pew, and if any part of the mem- 
bership is obligated to be present and to aid, it is 
that company of men who consent to hold office, and 
are thereby made to solemnly share in the responsi- 
bility of successful church life. 

In this the people also must have their respective 
parts. Mark you we say, their respective parts. In 
some instances that may not be any part at all, ex- 
cept attendance. We do not hold to the theory that 
all church-members should be put to some service. 
A man’s heart ought to be regenerated before his 
hands are engaged in service for God, and as time 
moves on, church-membership proves its Christian- 
ity or not; when Christian the Sunday evening serv- 
ice will provide it an opportunity of service. It will 
not necessarily be that every member of the church 
will thereby become soul-winners by the direct en- 
deavor of personal work. Two of the most valuable 
men we have known are noted for the cordial hand- 
shake and the “smile that won’t come off” and we 
doubt if any two men in that institution do more for 
the Sunday night service, and yet one of them, per- 
haps the more efficient of the two, never speaks to a 
man about his soul. Maud Ballington Booth says, 
“The pictures in our ‘War Cry’ may seem to an 
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artist crude, but they tell their story and teach their 
lesson. Sometime ago my little Willie, practically a 
babe as yet, picked up the ‘Pacific War Cry’. The 
illustration was a sea scene. The waves were toss- 
ing high and a number of sailors in a boat were 
pushing out to a wrecked vessel, picking up the men 
as they went. A picture of General Booth presented 
him as seated in the prow of the boat reaching out 
his hand to lay hold of the out-stretched arm of one 
who struggled against the waves. As little Willie 
looked at it, he said, “Is grandpa just shaking hands 
with that man or is he trying to get him into the 
boat?” No one who knows General Booth needs an 
answer to that question. He was both shaking 
hands with him and at the same time “getting him 
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EVANGELISM SHOULD CHARACTERIZE 
THE SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE. 


The hour brings a special opportunity for evan- 
gelism. Somehow it has come about that the uncen- 
verted attend upon the Sunday evening service in 
larger numbers than upon the Sunday morning 
service, or the midweek prayer meeting. No matter 
what motive animates them they are there. It may 
be too cold to sit in the park, or the young man may 
not have the price of an auto, and the father and 
mother are spending the evening at home. Take her 
somewhere he must, and so they come to church. 
No matter, those who come to court may remain to 
pray, provided the preacher and God’s people have 
properly employed their opportunity. 

If Beecher could silence an English mob who 
came to hear him and to howl him down out of op- 
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position to his known views on slavery, and before 
he had finished convert many of them to his way 
of thinking, what are ministers about that they can- 
not turn the mind of man from thoughts of court- 
ing to those of Christianity, and from the girl he 
loves to the God who laid down his life for him? 


This opportunity increases with employment. In 
St. Joseph, Mo., I was told by a strong man to be- 
gin our evangelistic work by preaching to Chris- 
tians. He said, “If the sinners find out you are after 
them they will not come”. I said, “Beloved, you are 
surely not acquainted with the character of sinners” 
and I related to him an experience of my youth. 
When our neighbor David Stallard purchased and 
brought to his home a pack of English hounds, on 
meeting him in the road, I said, “Stallard, what are 
you going to do with those dogs?” “Chase foxes”, 
he replied. “Well, we have only a few foxes around 
here and when those dogs get rid of them they will 
take to my sheep”. He laughingly replied, “You are 
not acquainted with foxes. They love the chase and 
when they find these hounds are here the country 
will be full of them”. It came to pass even as he 
had said. Every poor sinner brought under con- 
viction by the memory of his mother’s tears, his 
father’s godly example, some sudden catastrophe 
that sets him to thinking, some kindly word, or any- 
thing whatsoever, will hunt a place, will want a pul- 
pit where the way of salvation is presented and souls 
are the subject of first concern. There are these 
minds where the Spirit is moving, and they are a 
multitude. Get your reputation for a Sunday night 
used in soul-winning and it will attract to your serv- 
ice as surely as there is any truth in the sentence of 
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Jesus, “And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto Me”. 

Engage every age and agency in this work. The 
youngest members of the church may need, and they 
do need, Christian culture. The way to get it is to 
feed them and at the same time employ them. Ex- 
ercise without food produces weakness and results 
in starvation; food without exercise is fatty degen- 
ertion or dyspepsia. I hear people talk sometimes 
about Christian culture, and one would imagine that 
the sum and substance of Christian culture is to sit 
at the feet of a teaching preacher. On the contrary, 
if the School of Christ is not a polytechnic it is un- 
worthy of existence. Precepts are only valuable to 
those who hear them in proportion as they appro- 
priate and practice them. One of the first converts, 
and one of the youngest, in a meeting held at Rich- 
mond, Va., was a girl ten years of age. In the first 
meeting after her conversion she brought a girl of 
eleven, and the next day another of twelve, and 
meeting after meeting that little, sweet-faced girl 
went her way through the audience, speaking to one 
and another in the name of the Lord, until near its 
close she proudly appeared on the front seat at- 
tended by her father and mother who had been the 
subjects of her continuous prayers and tears. Youth 
as well as old age, individuals as well as organiza- 
tions, should be ready. I should count my Ladies 
Aid Society a failure if it did not contribute some- 
thing to the Sunday night service. If the Foreign 
Mission Society of women were not willing to visit 
those brought under conviction and try to lead 
them to Christ, I should counsel its abandonment. 
If they have no vital interest in souls at home, how 
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can they have any for souls in China and Japan: if 
they love not those whom they have seen, how can 
they love those whom they have not seen? 


THE SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE SHOULD 
ACCOMPLISH DEFINITE RESULTS. 


A definite aim should determine all. The selection 
of the text, decision upon the theme, should look 
in one direction—the direction of evangelism. The 
selection of the hymns should be approached by 
thought and attended by care. Charles Spurgeon 
recites two instances in which his selection and read- 
ing of hymn resulted in the full surrender of a man 
to the Christ whose praises it was intended to sing. 
The average quartette and choir could contribute to 
a Sunday evening service wisely, and would the 
music committee were made up of men who believed 
God, trusted His constant love and watched for his 
redemption. I have found a quartette, ambitious as 
the average to make a reputation for its ability in the 
anthem line, entirely amenable to this thought, and 
many a time in recent years have I been made to 
feel that their rendering of a number, just before the 
sermon, attuned every heart in the house to receive 
the same. 


A definite expectation should inspire all. Should 
the church-membership gather on Sunday evening 
with the understanding that it is to be a time of 
soul-winning, and after conference regarding ways 
and means, much prayer for individuals for whom 
they were interested, attend the service with the ex- 
pectations excited, it would surely result in an illus- 
tration of God’s principle of working, “According to 
your faith be it unto you”. When, on Sunday even- 
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ing, fifty and more of my people come together for 
prayer, having pledged themselves to do what they 
could in the after meeting to win people to Christ, 
front seats commonly fill with those who come to 
publicly confess the Lord. 

The unsaved should be encouraged to a definite 
stand. Too often our appeals in the name of Christ 
amount to an indictment of cowardice. Too many 
ministers take it for granted that people who are 
under conviction for sin will not confess itn a 
crowd, and people who have found the Christ will 
not acknowledge Him in the presence of a great as- 
sembly. On the contrary, the one thing that will 
lead to a confession is conviction, and the one thing 
demanded by Christ is public confession. We have 
made it a custom for years, and are increasingly im- 
pressed with the value of the same, to have those 
who have accepted Christ stand up in the after meet- 
ing and publicly acknowledge Him. Years since a 
noted Y. M. C. A. evangelist visited Minneapolis and 
addressed a mass meeting of men in the city audito- 
rium. His after meeting was an ensample of sanity 
and success. At the close of his discourse, which 
was a lengthy one, yet strong from start to finish, 
he called upon Christian men to witness, by rising. 
their loyalty to the Lord. Then he called upon all 
the men in the house who would like to be the 
Lord’s to affirm their desire by standing with us, 
and of that company about two hundred rose. He 
engaged in a definite prayer for these brethren after 
which all were seated. Then he said, “As many as 
now believe that God heard this prayer and Christ, 
in accordance with His Word, does now accept you, 
please stand again. Something like a hundred rose 
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But the end was not yet. The evangelist walked 
down to the floor and invited those fellows to come 
forward to the front seats before their brethren and 
confess Christ. Sixty of them came. Whether all of 
these have remained loyal or no we do not know, 
nor does it concern the ends of this article. The fact 
is that no man has parted company with Satan until 
he has publicly acknowledged Jesus Christ; and when 
we have encouraged a man to take a stand for Christ 
we have set him on his way to victory over the Ad- 
versary. 
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CHAPTER. IX. 


THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 





THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 


Genesis 1 :3-4 


“And God said, Let there be light, and there was light. 
And God saw the light that it was good”. 


i could hardly be claimed with assurance that a 
speaker’s interest in his subject and his profit 
from the study thereof, is always a measure of the 
pleasure and profit of his auditors. Yet it will scarce- 
ly be denied that it is often a fair standard by which 
to estimate both. To me the studies in Genesis are 
proving at once pleasant and profitable. This morn- 
ing we gave thirty minutes to a bird’s-eye-view of 
eleven chapters of the Book, thereby doing what may 
honestly be called “Bible study”. This evening we 
begin another kind of study in this same first volume of 
the Pentateuch, having in mind altogether another 
purpose, namely the study of a short text in order 
to show those who are in sin the way of salvation. 
When this text was written Moses meant thereby to 
give us a history of the introduction of light into the 
world’s atmosphere. It is Inspiration’s abbreviated 
report of how Light, that nursing mother of all life, 
first found her way through the blackness that had 
brooded over this earth of ours. You will not expect 
me to enter upon a scientific treatise with Light for 
my subject, defining its nature, tracing its history 
and calling attention to its beneficent effects. Such 
is the work of the teacher in the schools. The busi- 
ness of the man in the pulpit is altogether different, 
as I conceive the Gospel ministry, and I believe that 
his success is in part measured by the minister’s 
fidelity to the very ends for which he is divinely ap- 
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pointed, namely that of appealing to the hearts and 
consciences of men. 


So if I make this record of an incident in the de- 
velopment of the physical universe the basis of a 
plea for spiritual things, my method is justified by 
the magnanimity of my purpose. Let me call your 
attention, therefore, to two or three of the greater 
thoughts growing out of this Scripture. 


LIGHT IS ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL. 
“And God said, Let there be light’. 
“And God said”. 

Then God is. The Bible does not attempt to prove 
the existence of God; it assumes it. To this assump- 
tion many men have made objection, saying, “We 
haven’t any right to assume anything; we must , 
prove all things”. Those who so reason forget that 
many of the greatest truths are so self-evident that 
proof of them is needless, and any attempt at such 
proof only succeeds in introducing confusion where 
clearness existed. I have never felt it necessary to 
prove that I had an existence. That is self-evident. 
I never felt it was necessary to argue that I was a 
man. ‘There may be people who are so nearly mon- 
keys that they feel such argument to be a necessity, 
but if so, I am only sorry for them. I never have 
felt it was necessary to adduce labored evidence that 
I had passed the period of childhood. The lines in 
my face, the gray in my hair—these things speak 
more convincingly than anything mind could think 
or tongue formulate; and when a man tells me that 
I have no right to assume that God exists, I feel like 
saying, “My friend, come with me into the street. 
Look at yonder worlds and constellations of glory, 
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and understand what David meant when he said, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God and the 
firmament showeth His handiwork”, and know why 
the Psalmist wrote, “The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God”. 

Dr. Clarke, author of a very questionable “Out- 
line of Christian Theology”, wrote also a volume on 
“Can I Believe in God?” So long as I live in this 
world, where all creation from the lowest to the 
highest life, from protoplasm to saint evidences a 
Creator, I shall be ashamed to raise any such a ques- 
tion. So let the sentence pass, “And God said”, for 
“God is”. 

“And God said, Let there be light’. 

Then God wills. There are plenty of people today 
who will admit that God is, but who will not admit 
that God wills. There are plenty of people who re- 
gard God as a universal principle, which may make 
for righteousness but which does not know it is do- 
ing it. Most Americans reject idolatry, and refuse 
polytheism, but pantheism is making progress among 
us in exact proportion as Christian Science, Theoso- 
phy and their allied “isms” progress. With all of 
these, God is an infinite “It”. And I feel a good deal 
as Dr. A. C. Dixon said sometime ago to a company 
of Free-thinkers who had invited him to speak on 
the subject of “Christ, and Him Crucified”, namely 
that “people become like the object they worship, 
and if they worship an everlasting “IT”, they will 
soon become a lot of “Its”! 

If there is any one thing that this first chapter of 
Genesis makes clear, it is that God is personal and 
conscious just as certainly as He is powerful and 
creative. As Dr. Behrends says, “If God be self- 
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conscious and self-revealing—a personal being, the 
path is open between Him and me. He can speak 
to me and I can pray to Him. Religion vanishes if 
God cannot come to man”. 
“Speak to Him, thou, for He hears, 
And spirit with Spirit can meet; 


Closer is He than breathing, 
Nearer than hands and feet’’. 


“And God said, Let there be light and there was light’. 


Then God acts. He has power to bring to pass 
what He wills, and He does bring it to pass, as the 
light of the world evidences. The moon shining now 
in the heavens yonder is not there because blind Na- 
ture happened to hit upon that luminary for the 
night-time, but because God “made the moon to 
shine by night”, and when the sun rises tomorrow 
morning and every hilltop is kissed into glory, and 
on every valley the mellower lights are lying, it will 
not be because some unconscious principle compels, 
but solely because God is saying again, “Let there 
be Light”. Men who have come out of the night 
of unbelief, who are walking in the Light of Truth, 
are not enjoying the accidents of a moral evolution, 
but the excellence of a Divine revelation instead. 


James Russell Lowell said, “When the micro- 
scopic search of skepticism, which has hunted the 
heavens and sounded the seas to disprove the ex- 
istence of a Creator, has turned its attention to hu- 
man society and has found a place on this planet ten 
miles square where a decent man can live in de- 
cency, comfort and security, supporting and educat- 
ing his children, unspoiled and unpolluted; a place 
where Age is reverenced, Infancy nurtured, Man- 
hood respected, Womanhood honored and Human 
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Life held in due regard; when skeptics can find such 
a place ten miles square on this globe where the Gos- 
pel of Christ has not gone and cleared the way and 
laid the foundation and made decency and security 
possible, it will then be in order for the skeptical 
literati to move thither and ventilate their views. 
But so long as these men are dependent on the re- 
ligion which they discard, for every privilege they 
enjoy, they may well hesitate a little before they 
seek to rob the Christian of his hope, and humanity 
of its faith in that Saviour who alone has given to 
man that hope of life eternal which makes life toler- 
able, and society possible, and robs death of its ter- 
rors and the grave of its gloom”. 

It is told that an unbelieving Arab guide had re- 
ported to the Christian traveler that a man riding a 
camel had passed the tent in the night. When the 
traveler inquired what proof he had to that effect, 
he pointed with triumph to the camel’s track in the 
sand, saying, “I did not see him, but there is your 
evidence”. Thereupon the Christian pointed to the 
sun now setting in the west, and said, “You say I 
have no evidence that God exists; behold His track”’. 
His illustration was perfect, for the light of the sun 
is indeed the track of God. 

The light of America is not her public school 
system. The light of Asia is not Buddhism nor yet 
Confucianism. The light of Africa is not the civili- 
zation that begins to rim her around. The light of 
America, the light of Europe, the light of Asia, the 
light of Africa, and the light of the Isles, so far as 
it be true, cometh down from above, from the Fa- 
ther of Lights, and is God revealed through man and 
to man! For of Christ is it written, “He was the 
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true Light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world”. 


LIGHT COMES AT THE WORD OF GOD. 


It is within His power to speak it. 

itt the Lord said, Let there be light, and there was 

g 5 

He who spake the sun into existence and at 
whose word the darkness lifted from earth, is able 
to speak Light for your darkness, and Day for my 
night. Sometimes people complain to me that all is 
dark, and that if God would only make the way of 
right plain to them, they would gladly walk in it. 
But I have found out that my God, in whom there 
is no darkness at all, does make the way of right 
plain, and that men are not half so much troubled 
from lack of Light as they are by the presence of 
Light. Many a man would be better content if only 
a deep spiritual darkness was round about him. His 
trouble exists in the fact that God has turned upon 
him the searchlight of truth, and he is compelled to 
see himself as God sees him, hence Christ said, 


“This is the condemnation that light is come into the 
world, and men love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil. For everyone that doest evil hateth 
the Light, neither cometh to the Light lest his deeds should 
be reproved. But he that doeth truth, cometh to the Light 
that his deeds may be made manifest”. 

It is reported that when Admiral Cervera was be- 
ing tried by a Spanish court for the loss of his fleet 
at Santiago, an attorney asked him why _he did not 
go out from the harbor stealthily at night and there- 
by escape under the cover of darkness. Cervera re- 
plied that it was safer to attempt an escape in the 
daytime, since the great searchlights of Admiral 
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Sampson’s fleet would have revealed at once the 
Spanish ships and blinded the Spanish soldiers. And 
so, it is easily within the power of God to speak the 
word that at once uncovers us to His eyes, and 
renders our escape from His presence an impossible 
thing. And whenever a man is in the act of sinning 
the very silence in which he may imagine himself 
shall be broken by the voice of the Son of God say- 
ing, “Let there be Light”. 


This Light comes as suddenly as speech itself. 
“And God said, Let there be light, and there was light’. 


No sooner had the Father spoken it than the face 
of the earth was flooded with light. I do not care 
how deep the darkness brooding over any life; I 
care not how thickly the mists of skepticism are 
settled down upon any heart. When God says, “Let 
there be light”, no time will be required for the 
darkness to pass away, or the mists to be dissipated. 
This is a point that needs special emphasis. I have 
met very many people of late who are under convic- 
tion of sin, but some of them have been saying to 
me, “Well, I will struggle and I hope after a while 
to come into the light”. Satan has deluded all such 
into the supposition that God is slow either in mak- 
ing the path plain or in imparting the power to walk 
therein. Look into the New Testament and see. 
On the day of Pentecost Peter preached to a multi- 
tude. They were blinded bigots. They. had shed 
the blood of the Son of God. In such darkness did 
they live that they little supposed who He was. But 
when Peter had preached, thousands of them fell 
upon their knees and in penitence said, “What shall 
we do to be saved?” and even as Peter answered, 
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‘Repent’, God was saying, “Let there be light”, and 
lo! 3,000 were saved and added together. 

Peter and John were going up into the temple to 
pray. A lame man lay at the gate asking alms. To 
him Peter said, “In the Name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk”, and God said, “Let 
there be light,’ and lo! “He leaping up, stood, and 
walked and entered with them into the temple, walk- 
ing and leaping and praising God”. 

Zaccheus, standing in a crowd, heard that Jesus 
Christ was coming that way. Quickly he climbed a 
sycamore tree, and when Jesus saw him He said, 
“Zaccheus, make haste and come down”. And, as 
Mr. Moody put it, “Somewhere between the limbs 
of that tree and the ground he was converted”, for 
while he was coming down, God seeing the dark- 
ness and yet the eagerness of his heart, said, “Let 
there be light”. 

Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi. At 
midnight they prayed and sang praises unto God. 
An earthquake opened the doors and loosed their 
bands, and the keeper of the prison was ready to kill 
himself, supposing they had fled, “But Paul cried 
with a loud voice saying, Do thyself no harm for we 
are all here”. Then he called for a light, and sprang 
in and came trembling and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” And while they were answering, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved 
and thy house”, God seeing that this same darkened 
heart was crying out for the Truth, said ‘Let there 
be light”, and lo in that same hour of the night, he 
and all his were baptized ***** and rejoiced, believ- 
ing in God with all his house. 
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And now, my friends, you who are in darkness 
and need the light, need not wait. If, tonight, you 
are ready to let God into your heart to take posses- 
sion of it, He will illuminate it by His presence and 
the whole pathway to Heaven by the precious truths 
of His Word. 


Thomas Dixon tells of meeting in an inquiry room 
in Raleigh, N. C. a man of about sixty. This man 
seemed to be in the greatest distress, and as Dixon 
talked with him and tried to show him the way of 
life, he groaned and turned from side to side as 
though he were choking or smothering. At last he 
exclaimed, “O, my friend, I have been working on 
this problem forty years, and I cannot see it”. 
“Well”, answered Dixon, “suppose you cease to 
work and give it all to Christ and let Him settle the 
problem for you”. Inside of five minutes this man 
was making the very building ring with his shout 
of joy, for God had taken the darkness out of his 
heart by saying, “Let there be light”. 


There are men and women here tonight who think 
they have been searching for years after the truth, 
and who have often said, “O, if I could only come 
into the light!” Beloved, you do not have to come 
into the light, but you have to open your heart and 
let God come into you, for “God is Light”. 


GOD’S LIGHT MEETS THE NEEDS OF MAN. 
“And God saw the light that it was good”. 

It is essential to man’s bodily comfort. The blind 
man appeals to our pity because of that fact. We 
know what a deprivation it is to have the light shut 
out of the physical life. Once a year in New York 
City hundreds of the blind are assembled to receive 
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a certain sum of money distributed to them from the 
City Treasury, and strong men weep as they look 
upon this assembly which sometimes exceeds 400 of 
our sightless brethren and sisters. I have often 
tried to imagine the ecstasy of the blind who felt 
the healing touch of the Master’s hand. I don’t 
wonder that some of those who have been healed of 
blindness, looking upon the beauties of earth have 
asked, “Is not this Heaven?” He is an ingrate in- 
deed who does not give God glory if he is able to 
sweep the earth and scan the skies with perfect 
vision. 

God’s light is also adequate to mental develop- 
ment. Phillips Brooks said, “Men are looking for 
light. With that insatiable passion which belongs 
to their humanity, they are running hither and thith- 
er seeking to know”. We cannot doubt that God 
approves this search after knowledge. All nature 
which is only another name for God’s Word, incites 
it; the whole Book of Revelation demands it. There 
have been in the past, and there are today, men, the 
magnitude of whose lives impress us with the fact 
that God has poured His Light into their minds. 

Dr. Lorimer in his “Argument for Christianity”, 
tells us when a Hindu lad was placed for the first 
time beneath the dome of the great cathedral in 
London which bears the name of the apostle to the 
Gentiles, impressed by its majesty and magnitude, 
he inquired wonderingly, “And did man make all 
this?” When one studies a Peter, a Paul, a Poly- 
carp, a Savonarola, a Luther, he feels instinctively 
that he is not the product merely of earthly teach- 
ers, but into his mind and heart God has poured 
eternal Light. 
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And this Light meets the needs of the soul. The 
athlete, the physical man needs light—the light of 
nature; the scholar or the mental man needs light— 
the light of learning; but the soul, or the spiritual 
man, needs light, the light of God’s revelation. He 
needs that Light to see himself, a sinner; he needs 
that light to see Jesus, a Saviour. 


Bishop James relates how a Jewess came to one 
of his meetings out of curiosity. On her way home 
this question thrust itself into her mind, “What if 
Jesus was the Christ?’ The next evening she felt 
drawn to the meeting again and was the more im- 
pressed with the possibilities that the Man of Naza- 
reth was her Messiah. Listening to the truth the 
third time, conviction came upon her, and she went 
home to pray this prayer, “O thou God of Abraham, 
the father of my people, give me the Light that I 
may know the Truth”. She opened the Book at the 
first chapter of Romans and began to read, and 
when she came to the 16th verse, “For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek”, God illu- 
mined the words and they flashed the Truth into her 
very heart, and from that hour she went forth saved 
and ready to serve. And I do believe that if any 
man or woman here tonight puts up before God an 
honest petition for Light, pledging at the same time 
to walk in it, that the Light will come; Light for 
present salvation; Light for future progress, and 
Light by which to pass through the Gates of Pearl. 
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“THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD”’ 
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“THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD”’ 


Genesis 1:26, 2:7; Matthew 16:26 


“And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after 
Our likeness’ (Gen. 1:26) 

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul’ (Gen. 2:7) 

“For what is a man profited if he shall gain-the whole 
world and lose his own soul, or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul” (Matt. 16:26) 


ENRY Drummond’s address on “The Greatest 

Thing in the World” has been almost universal- 
ly read. You will recall that in that he proposes the 
question, “What is the supreme good; what is the 
supreme object of desire, the supreme gift to covet?” 
and imagines that he finds his answer in the word, 
“Love”. If one is to discuss the graces only, Drum- 
mond is right, and Paul the Apostle, in his Epistle 
to the Corinthians, 13th chapter, puts the grace of 
love above all other graces. He places it above elo- 
quence, saying, 

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of an- 
gels, and have not love, I am become as sounding brass or 
tinkling cymbal”. 

He puts it above knowledge and faith, saying, 


“Though I have all knowledge, and though I have all 
faith and have not love, I am nothing’ ; 


and above charity and the martyr’s crown, for he 
adds, 
“And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 

and though I give my body to be burned and have not love, 

I am nothing’. 

But this only argues that love is the chief of the 
Christian graces, but greater than his graces is the 
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man himself; greater than love is the lover. If one 
contended that the greatest thing in our solar sys- 
tem was light, he could present as good an argument 
in defense of the proposition as Drummond did in 
claiming “love” to be “the greatest thing in the 
world”. He could say, as Horace Bushnell has said, 
“Let the light of the morning cease and return no 
more; let the hour of morning come and bring with 
it no dawn; the outcries of a horror-stricken world 
would fill the air and make as it were the darkness 
audible; the beasts would grow wild and frantic at 
the loss, the vegetable growths turn pale and die. 
A chill creeps on, and frosty winds begin to howl 
against the freezing earth; colder and yet colder is 
the night; the vital blood, at length, of all creatures 
stops, congealed; and the very globe itself becomes 
a ball of ice hanging silent in the darkness”. 

And yet, greater than the light that reaches us, is 
yonder sun swinging its way through space, illumin- 
ing a thousand worlds; and greater than the love 
that fills the human heart, and makes human life 
worth the living is the throbbing, sentient soul that 
loves because it lives. 

These texts ought to impress us with three fea- 
tures of this greatness which attaches to man. First 
of all we ought to see his greatness in the fact of 


THE DIVINE IMAGE. 


“And God said, Let Us make man in Our image after 
Our likeness’. 


They tell us now that we will never see God; that 
He is without form or locality; but I insist that we 
have already seen God in the person of Jesus Christ, 
and in that same person we shall see Him again, and 
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the longer we look upon Him, the more we shall 
appreciate the truth of this text that man was made 
“in His image”. 

This truth obtains as to physical form. Of Jesus 
Christ it is written, that He “being in the form of 
God thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 
but made Himself of no reputation and took upon 
Him the form of a servant and was made in the like- 
ness of men”. It is quite popular now to deny both 
body and personality to God. Read Daniel 10:5, 6. 
The physical frame of man has its splendid propor- 
tion, its natural graces, and its unexcelled powers 
in consequence of the fact that God created us in 
His own image. 

Dr. Hillis, in “A Man’s Value to Society”, re- 
minds us of the veneration in which the ancients 
held the body, and how they sought by every pos- 
sible invention to preserve it even after the soul had 
taken its flight. I think you will find that concep- 
tion of its worth more in keeping with the teachings 
of Scripture than is the modern notion of regarding 
it mere dust fit only to be resolved again into Moth- 
er Earth. The Psalmist speaking of his body said, 


“T will praise Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; marvelous are Thy works and that my soul knoweth 
right well; my substance was not hid from Thee; when I 
was made in secret and curiously wrought in the lowest 
parts of the earth, Thine eyes did see my substance yet 
being unperfect; and in Thy book all my members were 
written which in continuance were fashioned when as yet 
there was none of them” (Ps. 139:14-16). 


Paul calls the body “the temple of the Holy Ghost”. 
And in all Jewish thought there was no institution 
so much venerated as the Temple in which was 
located the Holy of Holies, and none in defense of 
which they would so willingly have laid down their 
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lives. When a man through asceticism afflicts his 
body, or though sin abuses or degrades it, he at once 
depreciates the dignity of his own life and insults 
the God after whose likeness and in whose image 
he is made. 

Again, this Divine image appears in man’s mental 
ability. Monkeys may have minds, but if so the 
most marked thing about them is their easy limita- 
tions. In the light of modern accomplishments, who 
will undertake to give us the measure of man’s 
mind? We have sometimes thought that Christ’s 
greatest miracle was raising the dead, but do we so 
consider? When He dispossessed the Gadarene, and 
brought that man whose brain had been in deranged 
estate, back to a right mind, He wrought a miracle 
greater than raising the body and second only to the 
salvation of the soul. For no matter how perfect 
the physical proportions of a man, he will never re- 
mind us of God, nor seem to be after the Divine 
likeness except he exhibit mental balance and in- 
tellectual ability. Paul writing to Timothy, seeking 
to stir up the gifts of God which were in him, said, 
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but 
of power, and of love and of a sound mind”. 

In his moral character, also, man is the greatest 
thing in the world. It is conceded of all that here 
the Divine Image is most marked. Animals have no 
moral character. Through the fear of punishment 
or the hope of reward, they may come to do certain 
things that are right, and let severely alone others 
that their masters regard wrong; but that is not be- 
cause they have any sense of ought or ought not. 
Darwin, in “The Descent of Man”, says, “A moral 
being is one who is capable of comparing his past 
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and future actions and motives—of approving of 
some and disapproving of others, and the fact that 
man is the one being who with certainty can be thus 
designated, makes the greatest of all distinctions 
between him and the lower animals’. Aye, and to 
believers this moral character is also the best evi- 
dence that man is made in the Divine Image. 

A colleague of Mr. Gladstone, just before the death 
of that great statesman remarked, “If I were asked 
_ what was the distinguishing characteristic of Mr. 
Gladstone’s power, I should say that he never for a 
moment forgets, or allows his hearers to forget that he 
regards man as a moral being’. How could he for- 
get it, when he was so familiar with the Word of 
God, in which it is distinctly declared of man that 
he was made in the image of God and after God’s 
likeness? The greatest thing about you, the great- 
est thing about me, the greatest thing about any 
man is that moral resemblance to our Maker, which 
enables us to see the right and distinguish it from 
the wrong. 

In the second place, man’s greatness is argued by 


THE DIVINE ESTIMATE. 


There are three respects in which that estimate is 
expressed in the early chapters of Genesis. First, in 
God’s grief over man’s sin. 

One of the saddest sentences that God ever ut- 
tered was written into Genesis 3:9, 

“And the Lord God called unto Adam and said unto 
him, Where art thou?” 

God knew where he was! God knew what he had 
done! God knew what he had become! 

I have been with a father when, in the long hours 
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of a summer afternoon he sought in vain for his lost 
child. I listened to his cries ringing out upon the 
darkness, from the dusk till the midnght hour was 
on. I sat beside him and heard the sobbings com- 
ing in consequence of having lost, for a little time 
only, his little son. But who can imagine the grief 
of God when Adam went away from Him into sin? 


The story of Absalom is familiar to each of you, 
and you can never forget David’s affection for him, 
nor yet David’s lament when word reached him that 
Absalom was dead. For 


“the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept! and as he went, thus he said, O 
my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 


But God’s grief over the sin of His son Adam was 
greater still. God’s grief over your sin and over 
mine, who can tell? Listen to Ezekiel’s report of 
God’s language, 

“As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways, for why 
will you die?” 

And, in the question, learn again the Divine esti- 
mate of man’s life. 


That estimate also appears in the gift of God’s 
Son. Dr. Griffith, once secretary of the American 
Baptist Publication Society, in a sermon on “The 
Value of the Soul”, said, ‘““We should estimate it by 
the price paid for its redemption. What must have 
been the valuation of the soul in Heaven when God, 
before whom all nations are as the dust in the bal- 
ance, became an infant in the manger of Bethlehem, 
agonized in Gethsemane, was beaten and spit upon 
in the Judgment Hall, and expired on the ragged 
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irons; every groan of Calvary pronounced the worth 
of the soul to be greater than ten thousand material 
worlds. The Son of God would not have given His 
life to redeem the whole material earth from ruin. 
He would not have shed a drop of His blood to save 
the world from the flames; He will, of choice, give 
it to the flames when its use to the soul of man shall 
be ended; and yet He shed all His blood to save the 
soul”. 


It is related that in Africa a bloodthirsty chief 
passed sentence upon an innocent slave, that he 
should be shot. An Englishman pled for his pardon 
but in vain. The chief only answered, “I want 
blood’. When the executioner drew his bow, the 
thrum of the string was heard and the arrow darted 
on its way. The Englishman threw himself before 
the intended victim, received the poisoned point in 
his own quivering flesh. Drawing it forth adrip, the 
white man said to the Chief, “Here is the blood you 
demand. I shed my own to save the life of this 
man”. And it is reported that the action so im- 
pressed the heathen blacks that ever after that day 
human life seemed to them a larger thing. 


When we read that “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him should not perish but have everlast- 
ing life’, God’s estimate of man’s greatness ought 
to make at once a lasting and profitable impression. 
That estimate was voiced in Genesis, for no sooner 
had man sinned, than God was saying to the ser- 
pent, “I will put enmity between thee and the wom- 
an, and between thy seed and her seed. It shall 
bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel’, That 
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is commonly accepted now as God’s first promise of 
salvation through His Son. 

This Divine estimate also appears in the ministry 
of the Spirit. This is the age of the Spirit, the era 
in which the third person of the Godhead is complet- 
ing the work which Christ commenced. It was to 
be His “to take of the things of Christ and show 
them” unto us. It was to be His “to convict the 
world of sin, and of righteousness and of a judg- 
ment to come”. But let no man think that that min- 
istry of the Spirit which has been marked since 
Christ’s ascension was unknown to the world be- 
fore Christ’s sacrifice. No sooner had God promised 
salvation through His Son than He sent His Spirit 
to strive with men that they might receive this prof- 
fered substitute for sin. In the sixth chapter of 
Genesis the Lord is saying to the scarlet sinners of 
earth, “My Spirit shall not always strive with man”. 
And yet, after millenniums, His ministry of love is 
making more and more evident God’s estimate of 
human life. I do not know whether it has ever oc- 
curred to you, but you must admit the truth of it, 
every Gospel preacher, every personal worker, eve- 
ry praying saint is simply performing a part of that 
ministry over which the Holy Spirit presides. 

When Munson went down under the knives of 
cannibals, it was the Spirit ministering through him 
to wicked men. When Bunyan went to Bedford 
Jail because he preached the Gospel, it was the Holy 
Ghost who encouraged him in the dungeon. When 
Judson was suffering the agonies of Oung Pen 
La, it was the Holy Spirit pleading with the peo- 
ple of East India; and when David Livingstone 
died on his knees in Africa, it was the Spirit’s appeal 
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to the hundreds and thousands of that benighted 
land that they turn to God and be saved. David 
said, ““No man cared for my soul”. That was the 
dyspeptic’s sentiment of a dark hour. Even had it 
been so, where is the man who, in the face of that 
ministry of the Spirit which has blessed centuries 
and resulted in the salvation of millions, can say, 
“God does not esteem me, and seek to save me!” 
Man’s greatness is also argued by 


HIS INHERENT IMMORTALITY. 


“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and 
man became a living soul’. 


This Divine life is endless existence. There are 
not a few among us who are teaching now the con- 
ditional immortality theory, and who appeal to Ec- 
clesiastes 9:5, “The dead know not anything”, and 
similar Scriptures. But when Longfellow wrote, 

“Life is real, life is earnest 
And the grave is not its goal; 
Dust thou art, to dust returnest 
Was not spoken of the soul’, 
he put himself in perfect line with sacred Scripture. 

In the parable of Dives and Lazarus, both the 
righteous man and the unrighteous are represented 
as living on beyond what we call death—Lazarus 
in blessed estate and Dives in the direst distress 
and suffering. To me it is unthinkable that Jesus 
Christ would speak a parable, which, by the plainest 
and most necessary interpretation, would teach a 
falsehood, or that He would employ the language 
used in the 25th of Matthew in assigning the wicked 
to “everlasting punishment” and calling the right- 
eous to “life eternal’, unless He meant what He 
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said. If we are going to live on, if eternity alone 
is to measure man’s history, it is little wonder that 
Jesus Christ put the question, 

“What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul; or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul?” 

This question also emphasizes the fact that man 
is the arbiter of his own destiny. From time im- 
memorial, God has treated with man upon that 
basis. Before the fall it was so, and not less so since 
sin came and all our woe. Over in the Book of 
Deuteronomy we will find Moses marking a plea 
with a rebellious people, and after having called 
their attention to the commandments of God, the 
covenants of God, the judgments of God, he said, 
“T call heaven and earth to record this day against 
you that I have set before you life and death, bless- 
ing and cursing; therefore choose’. It is the very 
same appeal that another of God’s prophets made to 
the people. Joshua had assembled the tribes at She- 
chem. He had reviewed before them God’s blessing 
and reminded them how they had gone after strange 
gods, and concluded by saying, “Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve. **** But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord”. 

There comes a time in every man’s life when he 
is making the choice that will determine his destiny. 
Doubtless there are those here tonight who are do- 
ing that now. Oh, may I not plead with you, as 
Moses did with his people, “Choose life’, that the 
greatness of your immortality may become the 
ground of your endless joy, for “What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul, or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” 
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In concluding, may I remind you that your treat- 
ment of Jesus will determine your immortal estate. 
It is plainly written 


“that God hath given to us eternal life and this life is in 
His Son’. “He that hath the Son hath life and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life”. 


You know tonight whether you have received Je- 
sus or not. If so, you are safe. If not, you have no 
security. Your purpose to accept Him at a later 
time is only a part of Satan’s plan by which to de- 
stroy the soul for all time. 

“It was my lot”, said a shipmaster, “to fall in 
with the illfated steamer “The Central America”. 
The night was closing in, the sea rolling high; but I 
hailed the crippled steamer and asked if they needed 
help. “I am in a sinking condition”, cried Captain 
Herndon. “Had you not better send your passengers 
on board now?” “Lay by me till morning”, again 
cried Captain Herndon. I tried to lay by him, but at 
night such was the heavy roll of the sea, I could not 
keep my position, and I never saw the steamer any 
more. In an hour and a half after the captain said, 
“Lay by me till morning”, the vessel with its living 
freight went down; and the captain and the crew, 
and a great majority of his passengers found a 
grave in the great deep. But for this delay all might 
have been saved”. 

By the death of all those who have perished 
through procrastination, let me plead with you to 
face this question honestly, and give to it an in- 
telligent answer tonight, 


“What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give im ex- 
change for his soul?” 
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THE GREATEST SIN OF THE CENTURIES 
Genesis 3:6 


“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
ae eat, and gave also unto her husband with her, and he 
id eat”. 


UT of this story of the fall of man has arisen a 
number of questions with which I, as a min- 
ister of the Gospel, have nothing whatever to do. 
Skepticism says, “Did a serpent ever talk?” Skepti- 
cism says, “Was there ever any garden of Eden?” 
Skepticism says, “Would eating an apple effect phys- 
ical or moral death, or be a sufficient reason why 
God should pronounce either?’ Skepticism says, 
“What fruit is it that makes people wise?” 

I contend that plain, sensible people take no in- 
terest whatever in such interrogation points. No 
man knows whether this serpent literally talked, or 
whether by his actions he effected the temptation. 
No man will ever find out by investigation. It is 
better, therefore, to believe the Divine Records than 
to loose one’s craft upon the sea of speculation. 

Whether there was a garden of Eden and where 
it was located, if answered by history or discovery, 
would profit us in nothing. As to the judgment of 
death because one ate an apple, no student of the 
Scripture would make such suggestion. The death 
penalty for the transgression of the law of God is 
another and a higher thought. So far as wisdom 
coming through fruit eating is concerned, that was 
not God’s claim, but Satan’s suggestion, and scarce- 
ly to be relied upon. When one violates the law of 


God, he comes speedily to the knowledge of good 
175 


176 THE BIBLE OF THE EXPOSITOR 


and evil, and who can estimate the worth of that 
discovery? 

All these speculations aside, as Joseph Parker has 
said, “Evidently something has disagreed with the 
world. We do not trust, love, honor and help one 
another; we are selfish, mean, irascible, unforgiv- 
ing; we know that our respectability is the thinnest 
part about us and that the faintest scratch will 
touch the wolf’. How all this came about is an- 
swered only in the Book of Genesis, and so far as I 
am concerned, I believe that Book; hence I regard 
this act of Eve’s “the greatest sin of the centuries”. 


SKEPTICISM WAS THE FATHER OF 
THIS SIN. 


Hear now what Satan has to say by way of tempta- 
tion. 

“Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden?” 
“Hath God said”? 

Are you sure of it? 

That was the skeptical question in the face of the 
plain statement, “Of the Tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”. Since 
the triumph of that skepticism, Satan has never 
ceased from his efforts to lead men to think that 
God did not say what is plainly His Word. There 
are people going up and down the earth now say- 
ing, “There is no such thing as regeneration. God 
does not require it”. That is Satan’s assault on 
God’s Word, “Except a man be born again he can- 
not see the Kingdom of God”. There are people 
who are saying, “It is not needful to accept Jesus 
Christ in order to be saved”. That is Satan’s as- 
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sault on God’s plain Word, “Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other, for there is none other name given 
under heaven among men whereby we must be 
saved”’, 

A while ago I read a volume of 150 or more pages, 
every bit of which was devoted to the subject of 
“baptism” and it was Satan’s assault on Matthew 
3:5,6; 3:13-16; Mark 1:9; John 3:23; Acts 8:36 and 
Romans 6:46. The longer I live the less sympathy 
I have with the skepticism which would nullify, by 
explaining away, the plain Word of God. I love 
good old John Bunyan who, when reading his Bi- 
ble, came to the promise that the feet of the Lord 
should stand on the Mount of Olives and he re- 
marked, “Some commentators say that the Mount 
of Olives means the heart of the believer; that it is 
only a figurative expression and means that the 
Lord will reign in the heart of the believer and the 
Holy Ghost will dwell there. But I don’t think it 
means that at all. I just think it means the Mount 
of Olives two miles from Jerusalem on the East”. 

“Get thee hence, Satan”! When God says a thing, 
let it stand. 

Again, this skepticism questioned God’s goodness. 


“Hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden?” 


The plain inference is, Has God deprived you of 
the best? Has God robbed you of the richest? Has 
God laid an injunction against the most palatable? 
Then is God good? 

I meet that question now. It comes in new forms, 
but it is the same old question. Young people who 
are under conviction come to me and say, “Do you 
think God requires me to give up this pleasure and 
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to cease from that worldly amusement?’ And, 
when I answer in the language of the Apostle, 
“Love not the world, neither the things of the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him”, they reply with a second question, 
“Why does God want to take our pleasures from 
us?” “Why does God want to hedge about the very 
trees from which we fain would eat?” ‘There is 
many a man in the world who cannot see why God 
should object to his smoking. Many another who 
cannot see why God should object to his drinking. 
Many a woman who wonders why the church speaks 
against the dance, taboos the theatre and shows lit- 
tle sympathy with a game of cards for a prize. 
Christmas Day used to bring into our house a good 
many pounds of candy. The small boys could not 
understand why father or mother drew a line on 
their eating, and several times, after having con- 
sumed to the point of danger, they went crying to 
bed because they could not have more. We had but 
one reason for that restraint. We did not want 
them sick. We did not want to see them suffer, 
hence we kept back some of the candy as God kept 
back one tree. God never keeps anything from you, 
never takes anything away from you, that is for 
your good. The mere fact that you like it does not 
prove that you ought to have it, any more than the 
crying of my children for candy proved that they 
should be privileged a pound at a sitting. 

When will men ever learn this truth? It would 
seem indeed that Eve’s experience should be our 
teacher. Before this chapter is ended she is in sor- 
row. Before this chapter is ended she has lost the 
whole garden and has gone out before the frown of 
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God. And the man who will not believe in God’s 
goodness, or the woman, the one who will not walk 
according to God’s Word, will come to suffering, 
for “the wages of sin is death”. 

This skepticism also denied God’s truthfulness. 
ete serpent said unto the woman, “You shall not surely 

1@. 

Unbelief is a Palma-Christi—a Jonah’s gourd, for 
growth. When once it has started up in the heart, 
it is amazing how quickly it attains to overshadow- 
ing proportions. Men, bred in Christian houses, 
taught in the Word of God, have gone out from 
them to touch an unbelieving world, and they have 
caught its spirit. The skepticism that made them 
afraid, when first it was suggested to them, came to 
be endured and eventually embraced, and all over 
the country you can find those who have never read 
the Bible through, affirming that they do not be- 
lieve it, and those who have never made a study of 
the evidences that Jesus Christ was God’s Son, in- 
sisting that they won’t accept the truths of the Bi- 
ble on His authority. Think of it, will you? Think 
of a man who has been in the world but a few years, 
who has touched only an infinitesimal part of the 
great universe, who has learned only a primer or 
two of all the works of wisdom, setting himself up 
to dispute with God “Who made the worlds and 
without whom was not anything made that was 
made”. 

I believe that this can have but one explanation. 
Eve would never have done this of her own accord. 
She knew too little to dare such self-assertion. A 
man today would never do it of his own accord. 
Eve’s skepticism and yours and mine came from a 
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source. It is the whispering of God’s arch-enemy, 
and our eternal antagonist—Satan. Because he fa- 
thered this sin and by it effected the fall of man, I 
count it the sin of the centuries. 


IN THIS SIN, TEMPTATION TRIUMPHED. 


The first five verses of this chapter tell the story 
of Eve’s temptation. The sixth verse records Sa- 
tan’s triumph. 


“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and 
did eat”. 


Has it ever occurred to you that John sums up all 
temptations under three forms, “the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”? And 
have you ever thought of how Satan employed all of 
these in tempting the Son of God, and how by them 
he triumphed over our first mother? 

The lust of the flesh. 


“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 


food 

How the lust of the flesh has left in its tracks the 
defeated and overthrown. What is it that ever made 
possible our civic scab—the saloon? ‘The lust of 
the flesh. 

What is it that sustains those unnameable institu- 
tions that lead women to forget the instruction of 
youth and forsake God, and men to plan the destruc- 
tion of their fellow creatures and the loss of their 
own souls? The lust of the flesh. 

Society has been so indifferent to danger from this 
direction that it has done more to aid Satan in his 
temptations than to circumvent him in his criminal 
purposes. Count Leo Tolstoi, in his volume, “What 
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ls Art?” declares that since the world began, down 
to and including this hour, art—real and counterfeit 
—with few exceptions, has devoted itself to kindling 
the lusts of the flesh. Through salacious novels, 
from the most refined to the grossest with which 
literature overflows: through operas and operettas, 
songs and romances, with which our world teems; 
by picture and statuary, it goes on disseminating 
vice wherever it is possible. And after all has been 
said that can be said for true art, either of the chisel, 
the pencil or the pen, it must be admitted that 
Tolstoi’s strictures are none too strong, because 
every city in the land is suffering today for a bon- 
fire, such as Paul witnessed kindled in the streets of 
Ephesus; only, to the pile of evil books there should 
be added a majority of the pictures and nine-tenths 
of present-day statuary. After such a bonfire, it 
might be written of the modern metropolis as it was 
said of Ephesus, “So mightily grew the Word of 
God and prevailed”’. 
The lust of the eyes. 


“And when the woman saw that it was good for food 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes”. 


Oh, these windows of the soul, how the tempters 
have danced before them! This same volume of 
Genesis records that “When the sons of God saw 
the daughters of men that they were fair, they took 
them wives of all that they chose”, and then it was 
that God said, “My Spirit shall not always strive 
with man”. And when Achan saw, among the spoils, 
a goodly Babylonish garment, and 200 shekels of 
silver and a wedge of gold of 50 shekels weight, then 
he coveted them and took them. 

To shut one’s eyes against temptation; ah, that is 
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a triumph indeed! And how those who cannot do 
that are conquered and uncrowned! 

Do you remember in reading Hypatia, how Char- 
les Kingsley presents the triumph of temptation 
through the lust of the eyes? He is talking about 
Philamon in one of his first excursions away from the 
monastery, and tells how, ere the boy knew it, he 
came upon a temple carved in the sandstone cliff. 
It had been a place of idol worship and the abbot, 
his spiritual father, had strictly forbidden him to 
even approach it, and Kingsley says, “So down he 
went, hardly daring to raise his eyes to the alluring 
iniquities of the painted imagery which, gaudy in 
crimson and blue, still blazed out upon the desolate 
solitude, uninjured by that rainless air. But he was 
young, and youth is curious; and the devil, at least 
in the fifth century, was busy with young brains. 
Now Philamon believed most utterly in the devil, 
and night and day devoutly prayed to be delivered 
from him: so he crossed himself and ejaculated, 
honestly enough, “Lord, turn away mine eyes, lest 
they behold vanity, and looked nevertheless”. How 
significant that remark, ‘and looked”. That is what 
many of our young men are doing tonight, “look- 
ing”. They tell you they want to see the city; they 
forget that often seeing is sinning. 

Did you ever think upon the full significance of 
Solomon’s speech, “Hell and destruction are never 
full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied”? 

The pride of life. 


“And a tree to make one wise”. 


Ah, the ambition to excel. The ambition to be 
regarded “wise”. That is a rock upon which many 
a soulis wrecked. It is the pride of life that makes 
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politicians of men. It is the pride of life that fills 
men with an inordinate greed. It is the pride of 
life that leads them to extravagant dress, inordinate 
expenses, and lands many in evil employments, em- 
bezzlements, gambling and all the rest. It is the 
picket upon which modernism impales its devotees. 

I have no objection to wisdom. I have no objec- 
tion to wealth. I believe both are well worth the 
having. But to get either by disregarding God and 
by forgetting His Word, is to be triumphed over by 
the Tempter, and confronted by sorrow in the very 
moment when we expected success. 

A few years ago a beautiful woman from the 
Southland was married to a New York millionaire. 
Her youth had been characterized by comparative 
poverty and devotion to God. With her change in 
fortune she forgot her old customs. Regular church 
attendance no longer attracted her. If she prayed 
at all, no one knew it. At every social function she 
was much admired. Two or three years of this new 
life, and her delicate body was breaking. Off to the 
West she went in search of health. The flush came 
to her cheek afresh, and one day she was on her way 
back to home and husband, and New York society ; 
when lo, the train crashed through a bridge, and the 
dead and dying were on every hand. The physician 
who attended her told her she had but an hour to 
live, and when she cried, “Doctor, I cannot die in an 
hour, I can’t! I can’t!” He tried to comfort her by 
saying, “Your body is almost entirely paralyzed and 
you will suffer but little”. Then she answered, “Oh, 
I am not afraid of the suffering. But think what I 
have been doing with my time and my talents! For 
two or three years I have done nothing but strive 
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to set the fashions, and not one hour of service have 
I given to God in this time. And, to think of it, 
only an hour remaining and my body paralyzed”. 
That moment she saw what every man and every 
woman must see over whose spiritual interests the 
pride of life has triumphed. 


BY THIS SIN THE SPRINGS OF LIFE 
ARE POISONED. 


Her sin formed the first example of iniquity. In 
her steps her husband speedily followed, for it is 
written, “And he did eat’. Who can tell how great 
will be his responsibility or hers, who having first 
surrendered to Satan turns tempter for him? Pastor 
Stalker remarks, “I hear it said nowadays that the 
fear of hell no longer moves men’s minds, and that 
preachers ought no longer to use it as a motive in 
religion. Well, I confess I fear it myself. It is a 
motive still to me, but I will tell you what I fear 
ten times more. What, is there anything that any 
man can fear ten times more than the fire that shall 
never be quenched? Yes, it is to meet there any 
one who will say, ‘You have brought me here. You 
were my tempter. But for you I might never have 
come to this place of torment’.” And yet Eve’s ex- 
perience is not exceptional. Where is the man who 
sins himself without turning tempter to others? 


Eve’s sin imposed sinfulness upon her offspring. 
A few years since a notable judge said to some of 
us ministers that he had never felt any particular 
culpability on account of Adam’s sin. But be it re- 
membered that Adam, and especially Eve, are culpa- 
ble for this man’s sins, because having sinned they 
brought forth after their kind. I know of nothing 
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that a man can do worse than imposing upon his 
innocent offspring evil appetites. You drunken fa- 
ther, when your boy begins to drink, to whose ac- 
count will God lay the charge? 

Charles Spurgeon says, “Sages of old contended 
that no sin was ever committed whose consequences 
laid on the head of the sinner alone; that no man 
could do ill and his fellows not suffer. They illus- 
trated it thus: A vessel sailing from Joppa carried 
a passenger who, beneath his berth cut a hole through 
the ship’s side. When the men of the watch ex- 
postulated with him, the offender calmly replied, 
“What matters it to you? The hole I have made 
lies under my own berth”. True, and yet every 
passenger’s life was endangered thereby. 

I have a friend, a young man, who a few years 
since gave great promise, but today is in the deep- 
est degradation—the victim of the vilest sins. I 
doubt not, in the judgment of his old grandfather, 
whose nature he has inherited, he will stand con- 
demned. 

But one word more, and I am done. 

Against this sin of the centuries God sets a suf- 
ficient Saviour. To the serpent God said, “The seed 
of woman shall bruise thy head”. That was the prom- 
ise of His Son. In that victory you have your prof- 
fered salvation, and I have mine. We have spent 
the most of this evening looking at this sin of the 
centuries, but let us conclude our study by looking 
away from that sin to Jesus Christ, the sufficient 
Saviour. 

Mr. Moody says, “When I was in Belfast I knew 
a doctor who had a friend, a leading surgeon there, 
and he told me that the surgeon’s custom was be- 
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fore performing any operation to say to his patient, 
‘Take a good look at the wound, and then fix your 
eyes on me, and do not take them off me until I 
get through’. I thought at the time that was a good 
illustration. Sinner, you have looked at your sin; 
now turn your eyes to the Saviour. If you have 
seen yourself lost, remember “He came to seek and 
to save that which was lost”. If the scarlet in your 
sin discourages you, remember, it is His, “though 
your sin be as scarlet’, to make you as white as 
snow, and though it “be red like crimson” to make 
it “as wool”. 

The bitten Israelite who looked on the brazen 
serpent was healed, and the sin-cursed soul who 
looks at Jesus, in faith, is saved. 

“Look unto Me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved”. 


CHARTER Ath 


PARADISE REOPENED 





PARADISE REOPENED 


“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed. He shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 

“So He drove out the man, and He placed at the east 
of the garden of Eden a cherubim and the flame of a 
sword which turned every way to keep the way of the tree 
of life” (Gen. 3:24). 

“And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground, an offering unto Je- 
hovah, and Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his 
flock, and of the fat thereof’ (Gen. 4:3-4). 

Sy ee since I talked to you for an hour on 
7 “Paradise Lost” of “the Greatest Sin of the Cen- 
turies”. It was a scandalous procedure, the heated 
season considered. Tonight I want to speak to you 
for thirty minutes and no more, on “Paradise Re- 
opened”. 

The opening chapters of Genesis present events 
after the manner of the moving pictures. Your eyes 
scarcely rest upon one statement until another has 
supplanted it, and the period intervening between 
the events may be as easily a millennium as a mo- 
ment. Unquestionably God was ages upon ages 
building the world. And yet when this brief report 
of His work is read, it sounds as if He accomplished 
it all in a week while the record of creation in Genesis 
1:1 is as if perfected by an act of the will. The 
same movement is carried into the third and fourth 
chapters of Genesis. How long a time intervened 
between the moment when Paradise was lost and 
that in which God gave some promise of restoration 
to our despairing first parents, we cannot know. 
The one thing of which we may feel fairly certain is 
this—that quite a time elapsed. God is the same 
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yesterday, today and forever. It is not His present 
custom to follow acts of rebellion against Himself 
with instant pardon. He takes time, for the work 
of the Spirit is conviction. He grants the rebel time 
to meditate upon his iniquity, and time for genuine 
repentance. The sight of tears does not stir Him 
to instant speech, for He knows that the more deep- 
ly the soul is moved over its sin, the longer time it 
spends in despair of pardon, the sweeter will be the 
release when once it is spoken. 


I am confident that days, and possibly weeks, if 
not months, went by between the moment when 
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, and that in 
which God gave them promise of deliverance; be- 
tween the hour when Paradise was lost, and that 
blessed moment when God reopened it again. This 
reopening rests in the three texts selected for this 
discourse. 


It was prophesied in Genesis 3:15; it was consum- 
mated in Genesis 3:24, and it was appropriated in 
Genesis 4:4. 


THE REOPENING PROPHESIED. 


In the curse pronounced upon the agent of sin. 


“And Jehovah God said unto the serpent, Because thou 
hast done this, cursed art thou above all cattle and above 
every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life; and I will put 
ennuty between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; he shall bruise thy head”. 

Men may say what they please about this afflic- 
tion upon the Adversary’s agent, but any kind of 
justice demands that, always and everywhere. It 
may be true that every sin originates in Satan’s 


mind, but the moment a man adopts his suggestion, 
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and becomes his agent for its execution, he puts 
himself in the way of the curse. It was Satan who 
entered into Judas, and prompted him to betray his 
Lord, but Judas could not escape the consequences 
of his evilly-inspired act. It will be Satan who will 
enter into the Anti-Christ, and suggest all his devil- 
ish endeavors, but the Anti-Christ must himself go 
into the pit with the Beast and the False Prophet. 


Last week an old man entered our state peniten- 
tiary who had long been a most respected citizen in 
the place where he dwelt and had held an office of 
special responsibility and peculiar honor. There 
came a time when Satan tempted him to violate the 
eighth commandment, “Thou shalt not steal’, and 
when the prison bars closed behind him, he went 
sobbing his way to his cell, to begin a penal servi- 
tude of eight years. He was but experiencing the 
curse that must come upon the beast or man who 
consents to be Satan’s agent. There never was a 
man so erect but sin could bring him down; so 
strong but this same transgression could compel 
him to crawl as the serpent; or so cultured that its 
commission would not compel him to bite the dust. 

In the war declared against the author of sin! 


“IT will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed’. 


It is a remarkable thing, that so far as man’s 
knowledge goes, there has never been a truce in this 
war. There is not a serpent that crawls the earth 
but is hated by all natural men and all natural wom- 
en. The moment man or woman reveals another 
disposition and shows friendliness to the poison- 
fanged creature, we feel that such a person is un- 
canny, unmanned, unwomaned! Who ever believed 
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that such were not themselves leagued with the Ad- 
versary and hence at peace with his first agent? 
And if this war is to go on, while time lasts, with 
the bestial agent of sin, is there ever to be a truce 
with the author himself, that “old serpent, Satan’? 
Nay, verily! In not a foot of earth has he a right; 
in not a nook of the mind nor corner of the heart. 

Paul was troubled to find that he had any posses- 
sion in him and grieved, saying, “I am carnal, sold 
under sin’. His cry was, “Wretched man that I am; 
who shall deliver me out of the body of this death?” 
He speaks of his experience as a fight against this 
adversary, saying, “I have fought a good fight”. He 
enjoins upon Timothy, “Fight the good fight of 
faith’. He writes to the Hebrews, “But call to re- 
membrance the former days, in which after you 
were illuminated ye endured a great fight”. 

A few years since General Maximo Gomez wrote 
to General Blanco, Spain’s commander, asking why 
he had come to Cuba and reminding him he could 
neither exterminate nor conquer the people of that 
land, saying at the conclusion of his letter, “Victory 
always crowns those who fight for justice”, he fol- 
lowed his letter with his sword; and never laid down 
the latter until the enemy was vanquished. But the 
recovery of Paradise requires a more royal battle. 
A few years and Spain the oppressor was defeated, 
but our Adversary has held his way through millen- 
niums and his oppressions increase. 

In the promise of Christ as Satan’s Conqueror. 
“He shall bruise thy head’. R. J. Campbell thinks 
that this reference in Genesis 3:16 is not to the com- 
ing Christ. That only proves that he is not among 
the prophets. For Moses and all the prophets be- 
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lieved that this was the prophecy of the coming 
Christ, and the conquering Christ. Paul was familiar 
with it and when he was writing to the Romans he 
said, “The God of peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly”. As the members of Christ’s 
body they shared in this conquest. 

I heard a man say, not long since, that Milton, in 
“Paradise Regained”, made a mistake in putting the 
recovery of Paradise in the fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew; but a more careful reading of Milton shows 
that he did not so locate this event. Speaking of 
Christ’s victory over temptation in the wilderness, 
Milton says, 

“There He shall first lay down the rudiments 
Of His great warfare, ere I sent Him forth 
To conquer sin and death, the two grand foes 
By humiliation and strong sufferance. 

His weakness shall o’ercome satanic strength, 
And all the world and mass of sinful flesh; 
That all the angels and ethereal powers, 
They now, and man hereafter, may discern 
From what consummate virtue, I have chose 


This perfect man, by merit call’d my Son 
To earn salvation for the sons of men.” 


There is no more interesting study conceivable 
than that of Christ as Conqueror. He conquered 
prejudice, the strongest passion of the Jew. He con- 
quered pride, the enemy of the Greek. At His touch 
sickness surrendered; before His face, leprosy fled. 
At His word, death yielded, and He who humiliated 
the proud, healed the sick, cleansed the lepers, raised 
the dead, is the very same of whom it is promised 
that “He shall reign until he hath put all enemies 
under His feet”; yea, the arch-enemy, Satan him- 
self, shall feel that holy hand at his evil throat, and 
being bound, shall be cast for a thousand years into 
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the abyss which the conquering Christ shall shut 
and seal, that Satan should deceive the nations no 
more until the thousand years shall be finished. Aye 
more, eventually that same hand shall hurl him into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, “where also are the 
beast and false prophet, and they shall be tormented 
day and night, forever and ever”. 

Alexander Maclaren reminds us that while man 
is unable to conquer the least of his sins, God’s own 
Son is adequate to the greatest of them. “He came 
down from heaven like an athlete ascending into the 
arena to fight with and overcome the grim wild 
beasts—our passions and our sins”, and trusting to 
Him, “by His power and life within us, we may 
conquer’. “They that follow Him shall trample on 
the lion and the adder, the young lion and the adder 
they shall trample under foot”. 


THE REOPENING CONSUMMATED. 


“So He drove out the man, and placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden a cherubim, and a flaming sword, which 
yh every way, to keep the way of the tree of life’ (vs. 
Bible readers commonly interpret this to mean the 
last act in excluding Adam and Eve from the gar- 
den of Eden! Quite to the contrary, it is the first 
act in reopening Paradise. 

God’s pity is evidenced in the dispossession of 
Eden. The text says, 


“Behold, man has become as one of us, to know good and 
evil, and now, lest he put forth his hand and take of the 
tree of life, and eat and live forever,” 


therefore Jehovah God sent him forth from the Gar- 
den of Eden. The tree of life seemed to have had pow- 
er to confirm a man in whatsoever state he was; to 
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take of it when one was innocent is to be confirmed 
in innocence; to partake of it when one is in sin is 
to be confirmed in sin. God drove Adam from Eden 
lest he should eat and become an immortal sinner. 
The worst estate to which a man can come is to that 
consummation of sin. 

We may grieve over a man who has been drunken 
once, and feel the shame of his transgression, but 
our grief will be assuaged by the hope that he will 
not repeat it, but when a man has been drunken a 
thousand times, that hope dies and we feel the aw- 
fulness of his disaster. We may grieve over the lad 
who has been found once at a gambling table, but 
we despair of the man who has followed it for years. 
The woman who has made one misstep may be re- 
covered, but when she who is tempted has become 
confirmed in her sin and has turned temptress, we 
despair. 

The Bible seems to teach that death does for men 
in sin what the tree of life would have accomplished 
for Adam, had he in impenitence tasted the same, 
and so John has penned in his Epistle concerning 
its confirming power, “There is a sin unto death, I 
do not say that he shall pray for it”. The father 
who finds his boy lifting the goblet to his lips and 
strikes the damning liquid from his hand, is doing 
for him in a small measure what God did for Adam 
when He dismissed him from the place of the tree 
of life. To be confirmed in sin is Hell! 

The cherubim are the expression of God’s truce 
with the penitent. They were not put at the gate of 
Eden to keep men out, but to invite men back. Any 
good student of the Scriptures will note that the 
cherubim not only stood at each end of the mercy 
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seat, but they were made of one piece with it. Their 
eyes were also full upon it; their wings covered the 
mercy seat. What is the significance? It is the 
Old Testament declaration of salvation by grace. 
That salvation was symbolized by these cherubim. 
The God of justice who exercised justice in driving 
Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden, is also the 
God of mercy who prepares a way for their return 
in holiness, their repented sins having been put 
away. The mercy seat is the revelation of the Di- 
vine heart. That mercy seat is between the cherubim. 
“The Lord thy God is a merciful God’, is the state- 
ment of Moses (Deut. 4:31). “Thou art a gracious 
and merciful God”, is the testimony of Nehemiah 
(9:31). “Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy”, is 
the Psalmist’s loving cry, and “His mercy endureth 
forever”. “The Lord is gracious and full of com- 
passion, slow to anger and of great mercy”. Ezekiel 
in his lamentations, declares it is of the Lord’s 
mercy that we are not consumed, “because His mer- 
cies fail not”. Daniel joyfully boasts, “To the Lord 
our God belongs mercies and forgiveness” (Dan. 9: 
9). Isaiah has called upon the sinner to hope. “Let 
the wicked man forsake his way and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts; let him return unto the Lord and 
He will have mercy upon him, unto our God for He 
will abundantly pardon”. 

This flame is the revelation of the Father’s face. 

“And the flame of the sword which turned every way to 

keep the way of the Tree of Life”. 

‘It is not a sword to cut off the way of men who 
would come to the tree of life, but it is a sword 
flame, revealing the Father’s face to those who seek 
the tree of life. No less an authority than Dr. 
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William Smith, revised by Professors Hackett and 
Abbott, consents in his dictionary that this flame is 
the shekinah, admitting that this is the earliest no- 
tice of that glorious appearance, under the symbol 
of the pointed flame and constituting that local pres- 
ence of the Lord from which Cain went forth, and 
before which the worship of Adam and succeeding 
patriarchs was performed. It is fitting, indeed, that 
God should manifest Himself to sinful men in the 
form of flame; fire consumes dross and refines true 
gold. 

The genuine man has no need to fear the God 
who reveals Himself by fire, but woe to the hypo- 
crite who attempts to pass that way. God used to 
reveal Himself by fire when the burnt offering was 
consumed, and when all the people saw it they 
shouted and fell on their faces.. On the day of Pente- 
cost, fire, in the form of swords or tongues, sat upon 
the disciples, and they were at once approved and 
empowered. Yet, when our works are brought into 
this glorious presence, those of them that are self- 
centered are consumed away, while those that are 
Spirit-prompted are glorified. 


THE REOPENING APPROPRIATED. 


Abel employed it. He came in the way appointed 
for propitiation. A man who would approach the 
presence signified by a flame must first have put his 
sins away. Apparently from the day of the promise 
that the seed of woman was to bruise the serpent’s 
heel, God foretells His coming by the bloody offering. 
The life of the bullock or of the he-goat, was taken. 
As he died, Abel saw the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world, and understood that God 
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was making the atonement for sin. It is a strange 
thing that men should object to this, and call it 
“the shambles theory of salvation”. Shambles they 
were indeed, but of what did they speak? Not so 
much of an innocent animal suffering for a guilty 
man, as they did of a just God, enduring man’s cross 
that He might by His own affliction win men to 
holiness again. When did you ever hear a father 
condemned for having laid down his life in defense 
of his family? How much greater is his virtue if 
that family has shown itself unworthy of his love, 
having been in rebellion against his will. 

You will remember, in “The Sky Pilot’, that 
Ralph Connor gives a beautiful interpretation of 
Paul’s speech in Romans 9:3. The Pilot was read- 
ing one night to Bill and the group about him. He 
seemed to be serious, this Bill whom we all learned 
to love so much, and they came across this word, 
‘Brethren, I could wish myself accursed from Christ 
for my brethren’s sake’. “What does it mean”, asked 
the Pilot. They thought a moment; one tried, and 
then another, and Bill said this, “Why it means—it 
means he would go to hell for ’em”. And Connor 
says, “We must not be shocked; that was the exact 
meaning of the word. Paul would go to hell to save 
his kinspeople”. But I bring you a more wonderful 
message. God went to hell in the person of Jesus 
Christ, that men might be saved. I believe that the 
Psalmist means to suggest the agony of hell Christ 
suffered, and if so He suffered it for our sakes. 
Where in all the world outside of the Bible was 
such a plan of salvation conceived as this plan, this 
plan of a crucified Son of God! 

Again, Abel discovered without the shedding of 


AND THE EVANGELIST 199 


blood there is no remission. Charles Spurgeon re- 
minds us that in the Old Testament account of it a 
man who was too poor to bring two turtle doves 
“then he that sinned should bring for his offering 
the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offer- 
ing” (Lev. 5:11). This was that no man might be 
condemned because he was poor and of himself in- 
capable! God does not ask what we have not! Be- 
ing in mercy rich toward all men, He has provided 
an offering for all men, that is His own Son, slain 
from the foundation of the world. Is it then too 
much to ask that men should accept the offering 
which God has provided without expense to them? 
Is it too much that this evidence of Divine goodness 
should lead them to repentance for sin and beget 
within them an eternal loyalty to the Saviour? 

Again, it is written, “The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin’. Cain did not believe it; 
he trusted to the fruits of his own labor for his sal- 
vation, and God refused him. The principle was as 
certainly established then as now. “For the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His 
sight”. The man who would not have God’s way 
back in the garden of Eden would not find his way 
accepted. “There is no other name given under 
heaven whereby ye must be saved” except the name 
of Jesus Christ. There is no cleansing element but 
the blood of Christ. There is no access to the tree 
of life except by the way of the tree upon which He 
hung. As for me, I want no other way; and, no man 
could have a better. 

“Tt was March and midnight. The air was full of 
driving sleet, and the streets were vacant. Not even 
the form of a policeman broke the monotony of slip- 
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pery pavement glittering under the waving shadows 
of the electric lights. Presently a boyish form 
emerged from a dark corner and crept slowly up the 
steps of a corner house. It was a large, handsome 
residence, not utterly dark and quiet. What busi- 
ness had one to creep stealthily into that house at 
that hour? Was the boy a burglar? 

He fumbled in his pocket and drew forth a tiny 
key. Yes, it opened the door; he stood within. The 
hall was dark but warm. He moved eagerly to the 
register; he seemed to know just where to find it; 
and crouched shivering over its heat. 

After some moments he started up the stairs, O, 
so carefully, lest he make a sound; but the steps 
were padded and carpeted and his old wet shoes 
sank into them noiselessly. At the head of the stairs 
he felt his way to the-door. It was closed, and he 
hesitated, leaning against the frame and breathing 
heavily. At last he laid his hand on the knob, and 
turned it a little. Was the door locked? No, it 
swung open quietly and he stepped in. 

The street light shone upon the dainty bed all 
made up and turned open, ready for an occupant. A 
dressing gown hung on a chair near the bed, and a 
pair of slippers stood before it. The rest of the room 
was in darkness. The boy gave a great sob and fell 
on his knees by the bedside. 

No, he was not a burglar, only a sick boy stealing 
home under cover of the night. It was nearly two 
years since he had knelt by that bed. His mother 
had died; he had thought his father stern and cold 
and he had run away to live as he chose. Once in 
his miserable wanderings a much-forwarded letter 
from home had reached him. It contained no writ- 
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ing, just a tiny latch-key to the home door. For 
months the little key had burned as it lay in his 
pocket. It had reminded him of the Saviour whom 
his mother trusted, and in the time of his deepest 
distress he had said, “I will trust Him’. Still he was 
afraid; but the little key had still lain in his pocket 
and at last had drawn him home. 

The next morning the father opened his son’s 
door, as he had done every day since the key had 
been sent. He expected nothing, but it had become 
a habit. Did his eyes deceive him? No, it was true! 
Ralph was in the bed, asleep. The face was thin 
and haggard, but it was Ralph’s! The father fell 
on his knees and the boy opened his eyes. 

“Oh, father”, he sobbed, “I’ve come home to die. 
I’ve been wicked, wicked. Can you forgive me?” 
“Oh, my son, indeed I can. And God—have you 
asked His forgiveness?” 

“Yes, and I wanted to tell you before I die”. 

“Die!” exclaimed the father, gathering him into 
his arms. ‘No, indeed”. 

“The doctor at the hospital said that I would not 
live long”’. 

“We'll see about that”, replied the father stepping 
to the phone. 

When the family physician looked Ralph over he 
smiled. “The Hospital doctor knew that you had 
little chance, wandering about with no care”, he 
said, “but we’ll send you off to Florida and if you 
lead a sensible, pure life, you'll live to be the stay of 
your father’s old age”. 

When the physician had gone Ralph turned to his 
father. “I’m so glad you sent the latchkey. I never 
would have come home by daylight, but when I was 
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out in the cold, wet night, I could not resist the 
comfort at the end of that key”. 

“It was God who gave me the thought, my boy. I 
asked Him what to do”. 

Our lesson is God’s latchkey to all who are exiles 
from Him. It will fit in the gate of Paradise. Use 
it tonight and come home! 


CIV FAR ES Soa n 


THE WHOLE FAMILY OR NOAH AND HIS 
HOUSE! 
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THE WHOLE FAMILY OR NOAH AND HIS 
HOUSE! 


“And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark, for thee have I seen righteous before 
me in this generation” (Gen. 7:1 

ECENTLY I talked to you on “The Sin of the 

Centuries”! Intervening Scriptures show Noah 

to have been God’s minister to the antediluvians, for 
scores of years. 


Through this entire period the preaching of Noah 
must have continued, but his ministry so far failed 
to turn the tide of human iniquity that God was 
compelled to say as He looked upon the earth, Be- 
hold it is corrupt “for all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth”. A sad commentary upon that hu- 
manity which so many moderns glorify and well- 
nigh worship. But since the world began sin has 
never been so bad as to leave God without a wit- 
ness. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph— 
and their like—such have been God’s friends to © 
plead with every sinful age for righteousness’ sake; 
and of each had God been able to say, “Thee have 
I seen righteous before Me in this generation”. It 
is good to remember that a righteous man gives 
promise at least of a godly family, and a saved fam- 
ily is always the earnest of better society, so that 
our text contains an invitation suited to stimulate 
hope, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark”. 
As Canon Westcott has said, “The family and not 
the individual is the unit of mankind *** for the 
family exhibits in the simplest and most unques- 
tionable types the laws of dependence and trust, of 
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authority and obedience, of obligation and helpful- 
ness by which every form of true activity is regu- 
lated. The family enables us to feel that the destina- 
tion of all our labors, the crown of all our joys, the 
lightening of all our sorrows, the use of all our en- 
dowments is social”. It is true as Westcott claims 
that the national life of Greece lasted barely three 
generations in spite of the undying glory of its 
literature and the unrivaled triumphs of its art, be- 
cause there the family fell from its proper place, and 
perhaps equally true that a constitution and laws 
reared on a lofty estimate of the family gave Rome 
the sovereignty of the world. 


Tonight I want to talk to you about the family 
and its religious faith. 


GOD CALLS THE FAMILY TO THE 
EXERCISE OF FAITH. 


“Come thou and all thy house into the ark”. 


He wants the family to have faith in His proph- 

ecies. Here He had predicted judgment, saying 

“The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth 

is filled with violence through them, and behold I will de- 
stroy them with the earth’. 

The great majority of the men of that time treated 
this prophecy of judgment as Lot’s sons-in-law 
treated his appeal, namely, God seemed to them as 
one who mocked. And yet in the midst of this un- 
believing generation there was one family which re- 
garded the predictions of judgment and acted ac- 
cordingly. I know of nothing today that ought to 
appeal to the heart of the family more than some of 
God’s predictions of coming judgment, and I want 
to recommend the reading of “The Missing Ones”, 
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the last chapter in a volume entitled, “The Second 
Coming of Christ” by well-known preachers. It isa 
very natural and yet a very graphic interpretation of 
the latter part of the fourth chapter of First Thes- 
salonians where the Apostle, with the pen of inspira- 
tion, pictures the hour when | 


“the Lord shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” 

To this author it is a prediction of the day when 
families shall be divided, when sisters “shall be 
grinding at the mill, and the one shall be taken and 
the other left”. Brothers shall be “in the field, the 
one shall be taken and the other left”. I know of 
nothing that ought to impress the true family more 
than this prophecy of a day when it will be made 
an eternal unit if it be found in Christ, or when it 
may be broken—never to be re-formed, if some of its 
members shall be found without Him. 


God wants the family to trust His promises also. 
To Noah God had said, 


“With thee will I establish my covenant, and thou shalt 
come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons’ wives with thee.” 

This was God’s promise to the family of a right- 
eous man. It is not a promise that belongs to the 
Old Testament only, and hence out of date. On the 
day of Pentecost, when those who were “pricked in 
their heart” 


“said unto Peter and the rest of the Apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the Name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall recetve 
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the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, 
and to your children,” 


I like to feel that God’s promises are as surely 
for mine as for me. He isa faithless father, and she, 
an unbelieving mother, if the babes are not brought 
up to see that God’s promises are made for them and 
include every member of the house. You remember 
that Isaiah says, “I will wait upon the Lord that 
hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will 
look for Him. Behold I and the children whom the 
Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders 
in Israel”. And you will remember that the Apos- 
tle Paul, writing to the Hebrews quoted this text, 
“Behold I and the children which God hath given 
me”, and added, “‘Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, He (Christ) also 
Himself likewise took part of the same”. 


God’s covenant was originally made with Abra- 
ham and his, and God’s promises are to you and to 
yours, to me and to mine. I have a right to plead 
then in behalf of my children, and you have a right 
to expect to see your wife and little ones brought 
into the ark of God because of them, and neither of 
us need be disappointed unless the family itself is 
broken, and some member of it disregards the prom- 
ises and refuses their gracious provisions. 

God pleads that the whole house be saved. You 
remember it is written into Luke’s Gospel, 


“There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth”. 


But I will tell you when there is more joy in the 
presence of the angels of God, and that is when 
Noah and his whole house comes into the ark. One 
night at Philippi, Paul and Silas were imprisoned, 
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and from their dungeon praises ascended to God and 
the prisoners heard them. 


“And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundation®of the prison were shaken, and immediately all 
the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. 
And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and 
seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do 
thyself no harm, for we are all here. Then he called for 
a light, and sprang in, and came trembling and fell down 
before Paul and Silas. And brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house. And they spake unto him the Word of the Lord, 
and to all that were in his house. And he took them the 
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was 
baptized, he and all his straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and 
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house’. 


Ah, that was a time of joy in the presence of the 
angels of God, because a father and an entire family 
had filed into the ark of safety, and it was known in 
Heaven that that family would remain forever un- 
broken. 

Louis Albert Banks says, “One day many years 
ago I was riding on horseback over the mountains 
of Southern Oregon when a stranger came out from 
a little cottage and inquiring if I was a minister, 
asked if I would come in and visit the bedside of a 
dying woman. I went into the humble dwelling and 
found a family of children and grandchildren sur- 
rounding a very aged sister. She had seen her 
ninetieth birthday and more. For more than twenty 
years she had been blind. Evidently now she was 
near the end of her earthly pilgrimage. I had to 
kneel down close by her side and put my ear close 
to her feeble lips in order to catch her whispered 
words. While I knelt there she told me that more 
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than three quarters of a century before, in the old 
country, she had sought and found forgiveness of 
her sins. That was when her life was young. She 
told me that during all these years of wandering in 
which she had buried one by one nearly all her 
heart’s loved ones, the sweet consciousness of God’s 
loving presence had never forsaken her. Then, while 
the happy tears ran down from her sightless eyes 
over her wrinkled cheeks, and her face glowed with 
a tender and thrilling delight, she whispered, “I will 
soon be over there, and I shall see Jesus and I shall 
hold all my loved ones in my arms again”’. 

Oh, what a prospect, to find her family in that 
famed land where sickness shall never bring its sor- 
row, and death can never effect separation, and 
where a heavenly happiness is the experience of 
each passing hour. My little boys used to be put 
to bed before I got home in the evening and when 
they heard me come in to dinner they invariably 
called down, “Papa, won’t you come up and see us?” 
So I went up and had the caress and kiss of each 
before he fell asleep. It was an evening pleasure of 
the highest and holiest order, and sometimes I like 
to think that if God should call them to rest before 
my day on earth is done, when the evening shadows 
are gathering, and I myself am lying down for my 
final sleep, I may hear them say, “Papa, come up 
and see us’, and be privileged to find them in the 
House of God, “a building not made with hands” 
and receive from them the kiss of welcome into a 
family made forever one through the perfect salva- 
tion that is in Christ. 


AND THE EVANGELIST 211 


GOD EXPECTS FROM PARENTS THE 
FIRST RESPONSE. 


His appeal to Noah was “Come thow’. That is His 
appeal to every parent “Come thou” first. 

In point of time the parents ought to give first 
response. One night at the close of the sermon, as 
we were attempting personal work in one of our 
missions, I came upon a young woman who was 
evidently under conviction. As I talked with her 
concerning becoming a Christian she said, “I know 
I ought, but it would not be easy to live a faithful 
life in our house”. Then I asked, “What is the faith 
of your father and mother?”’, meaning their denom1- 
national adherence, to which she sadly answered, 
“They have no faith’! Every child who has to say 
that of his father or his mother has my deepest 
sympathy. It ought not to be so, and I do believe 
if parents only realized the responsibility which 
rests with them in this matter it would not be so. 
In that same meeting a woman voiced what I want 
to impress. She looked to be about fifty-five years 
old, and when I asked her if she was a Christian she 
said, “I have not been, but when I found that the 
young people in my house were interested, I felt 
ashamed that I had not set them a better example, 
and I said, By the grace of God my unbelief shall 
not longer stand in their way”. One day in the East 
Baptist Church of Louisville, I heard the grand Dr. 
Peter Boyce preach a great sermon from the parable 
of the prodigal son. In the seat just in front of me 
were two women. As I watched them I was sure 
that the Word of God was mightily moving their 
hearts. When Dr. Boyce had finished his sermon, 
according to that excellent Southern custom, he 
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gave the invitation to those who wanted to accept 
Christ to come forward and take the front seat. 
These women hesitated a moment and then the elder 
of the two stepped out into the aisle and went for- 
ward. It was evident that the younger one was 
mightily moved by this action, and while they were 
singing the next verse she followed and gave her 
hand to Dr. Boyce and took her seat beside the oth- 
er. At the close of the hymn Dr. Boyce announced, 
“Brethren, here is a mother and daughter who have 
this day dedicated their lives to God”. I felt then to 
thank God that that mother had gone first and had 
thereby placed at God’s disposal the additional 
agency needed to bring that daughter to acknowl- 
edge the Lord. 

In strength of faith also parents ought to give 
first response. I have often thought of that Syrophe- 
nician woman whose daughter was sick. How won- 
derful her faith was! Strong enough to withstand 
the consciousness that she did not belong to God’s 
chosen people, a faith which cried, “Lord, help me” 
with such anguish of expectation that the Master 
was compelled to grant her His blessing. I do be- 
lieve that children are entitled to the splendid as- 
sistance of just such faith on the part of father and 
mother. 

Dr. Theodore Cuyler, in his little book on “How 
to be a Pastor”, says “I once spent an evening in a 
vain endeavor to bring a man to a decision for 
Christ. Before I left he took me upstairs to the 
nursery to show me his beautiful children in their 
cribs. I said to him tenderly, “Do you mean that 
these sweet children shall never have any help from 
their father to get to heaven?’. He was deeply 
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moved, and in a month became an active member of 
my church. For twenty-five years that man has been 
glued to me; infinitely better, he has steadily glori- 
fied his Saviour”. 

My third remark is this: 


FAITHLESSNESS IN ANY OF THE FAMILY 
IS NOT GOD’S FAULT. 


“Come thou, and all thy house into the ark” was 
God’s invitation to Noah. To this hour that re- 
mains as God’s invitation for every family. If there 
is failure, therefore, it will not be God’s fault. 

It may bea brother’s fault. There are many older 
brothers who will have to answer for the souls of 
their juniors because of the evil example they have 
set them. In his youth John Newton corrupted a 
young seaman. After his conversion Newton sought 
the young man and tried in vain to win him to the 
Master. The poor, stained fellow only answered 
“You initiated me into my sins. I have heard suf- 
ficiently from you” and went his way to death and 
hell. It was Newton’s life-long lament that in his 
own evil days he had corrupted a man. 

It may be a sister’s fault. I often wonder how 
those young women who are giving themselves to 
the world and its frivolities expect to account to the 
Father for the influences exerted in the home. Once 
upon a time I baptized out of one house three young 
people. The eldest sister went wrong. You will not 
wonder that the youngest sister and brother were 
soon backslidden. 

It may be a father’s fault. It is one thing to be a 
member of a church and to wear the name of Christ; 
it is another thing to exhibit such a character that 
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when your children copy you they will be called 
Christian. 

The late Dr. Dobbin of Philadelphia, once said, 
“I know twelve men in this city, each of whom 
would gladly give $200,000.00 to have his son be- 
come a Christian”. I don’t doubt it. Neither do I 
doubt that had those same fathers spent the time in 
God’s service they did in earning that $200,000 the 
reward in most instances would have been saved 
sons. 

A minister tells the story of two young men 
whose Christian father had died and when they 
came to destroy the old house that they might build 
a new and larger one, being carpenters, they under- 
took the work themselves. They got on well until 
they came to tear up the planks just before the 
hearthstone. “Here is where father used to kneel 
and pray”, said one. “It seems to me that I can 
see the print of his knee on that old plank now. 
You tear it up, somehow I don’t want to”. “Well, 
I can’t”, said the other. And so these wicked fel- 
lows stood there a while and looked into each other’s 
eyes and in the silence they thought they could hear 
their old father’s voice again, and the Spirit of God 
vitalized the prayers of other years and right there 
where the old man had prayed a thousand times, the 
two boys knelt that day and cried, “God be merciful 
to us” and that day they were saved. 

If some are lost it may be a mother’s fault. I have 
always believed that Lot’s daughters turned out 
badly largely because of what their mother was. 
Life in Sodomic society had been so sweet to her 
that she could not leave the wicked city without a 
longing look even when she knew what the judg- 
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ment of God would be. It is a matter of history that 
Nero inherited his mother’s spirit, and that Charles 
_ the Ninth murdered the Hugenots at his mother’s 
_ suggestion. If there is anything in the world that 
will send down the children to hell it is a sinful 
mother, and if there is anything in the world that 
will help them to Heaven it is a sweet Christian 
mother. 

Thaddeus Stevens, when sick and about to die, was 
asked if he believed the Bible and if he had a person- 
al experience of salvation, answered, “I do not pro- 
fess to have religion in that way, but my old Bap- 
tist mother had it and I believe in my mother”. And 
John Randolph testified, “When I try to make my- 
self an infidel I fancy I feel the hand of my mother 
on my head and her voice sounding in my ear as she 
taught me to say, ‘Our Father who art in Heaven’ ”. 

It might be the fault of a friend. “Evil communi- 
cations corrupt good manners”. Many a man’s as- 
sociates are degrading him daily. Their invitations 
to smoke, to drink, to gamble, to go into forbidden 
places and join in iniquitous practices, are so many 
satanic whispers. Women are peculiarly subject to 
the evil of bad companionship. Such associates 
“sleep not except they have done some mischief, and 
their sleep is taken away unless they cause some to 
fall”. 

It is most likely to be one’s own fault. God’s in- 
vitation has gone out to each, “Come thou into the 
ark”, and if one is willing to respond, all the evil 
men of earth and all the devils of hell cannot keep 
him from God. That is why it is written “So then, 
every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God”. No matter what kind of a mother yours may 
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be, no matter how indifferent your brother, how der- 
elict in duty your sister, how false your friend, if 
you fail your own fault will enter in. Dives being 
in torments, pleading with Abraham to send Laza- 
rus that he might dip his finger in water and cool 
his parching tongue, blamed no other for his in- 
tolerable state. As Abraham reminded him of how 
he had lived wantonly in this present world, and 
struck him into the silence of self-condemnation, he 
only answered by pleading that his brethren might 
be warned against the same mistake. 

But whosesoever the fault may be it will not be 
God’s fault. His invitation is gracious, “Come”, and 
no father of earth was ever more anxious to have 
his absent boy return home than is our Heavenly 
Father anxious to have every sinner come into the 
safety of His everlasting arms. God is waiting 
tonight to see who of this company will enter the 
ark. 

H. W. Brown, one of the great evangelists of 
forty years ago, once held a meeting in Oconomowoc, 
Wis. He met there James Stewart, an old man 
whose son had gone away from home years before. 
When the boy left he said, “Father, I will return 
some day, but I cannot tell when”. Mr. Brown 
found out that the old man was expecting his boy 
every day. Thirteen years later Mr. Brown went 
back to that town. When he alighted from the train 
the first man to meet him was this same James 
Stewart. The old man addressed him, saying, “Mr. 
Brown, my boy has not come yet; but he will, I am 
waiting”. Just at that instant the old man opened 
wide his eyes and with a great bound, sprang to the 
steps of the car, and throwing his arms about a man, 
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said, “Oh, my son, thank God you have come! You 
have come!”. And lo, as Brown looked, he beheld, 
and indeed the boy had returned home. In speak- 
ing of it afterwards this old man who had gone to 
the train all these years said, “If he had not come 
I would have kept watching until I died”. 

Need I say again that our Father so watches to- 
night. Oh, that this might be the hour when the 
son for whom He has waited long would come 
home. “Come thou into the ark”. 
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JACOB—OR A MODEL VOW FOR A 
YOUNG MAN 


“And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again 
to my father’s house in peace. then shall the Lord be my 
God: and this stone which I have set for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house: and of all that Thou shalt give me I will 
surely give the tenth unto Thee’ (Gen. 28:20-22). 


les of you who have been in attendance upon 
our Sunday morning services, have recently had 
your memory of Jacob’s life freshened by a special 
study of the chapters containing his personal his- 
tory. It is the history of one who began life domi- 
nated by one evil passion, namely, that of taking 
advantage of his fellows. It came to him as an in- 
heritance from his mother’s nature; it manifested it- 
self in the natal hour and gave rise to the name of 
“Jacob” or “Supplanter”. It led him to wrong his 
brother Esau. It incited him to deceive his old fa- 
ther Isaac. It made him more than a match for his 
shrewd father-in-law Laban, and it proved that Ja- 
cob was possessed of abilities which, when he was 
converted, would make him a man of power. The 
text of this evening found occasion when Jacob was 
on his way to the home of his forefathers in search 
of a wife. Dwelling as he had been in the midst of 
an idolatrous people he must, like Esau, bring sor- 
row to the heart of his father and weariness to his 
mother by wedding one of the daughters of Heth, 
or else thread his way from southern Palestine to 
Padan-aram and take a wife from the daughters of 
Laban, his mother’s brother. 


Now Jacob was a man who, while dominated by 
221 
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the passion for gain, nevertheless kept in high re- 
gard the religious convictions of his fathers, and 
was ready at once to act upon the suggestion of 
visiting the house of Betheul in search of a wife. It 
was while on this journey of many days that, be- 
ing weary, he lay down to sleep and rested his head 
upon a stone. It is no wonder that he dreamed; the 
marvel is that his dream was so blessed, bringing to 
him the vision of a ladder reaching from earth to 
heaven, with the angels of God ascending and de- 
cending upon it. And behold the Lord stood above 
it and said, “I am the Lord God of Abraham, thy 
father, and the God of Isaac”. And it was upon 
waking to this sense of the Divine Presence, and 
to the realization of God’s beneficent will that Jacob 
called the place “Bethel” and took the vow of this 
night’s text. 

It occurred to me, therefore, that these words con- 
tained a model vow for every young man, for the 
time comes when one is leaving his father’s house 
and is going forth in search of station and success, 
purposing to establish himself and build up a house of 
his own. It would seem indeed that God would be 
interested in us at that particular juncture of life, 
and would reveal Himself to us as a beneficent 
friend, and would be ready to form with us a cove- 
nant just such as that which he made with the young 
man Jacob. 

I am quite confident also that the wise young 
man will never launch out into that wider and more 
responsible life which comes when we leave home 
and begin our careers upon a more independent 
basis, without realizing his need of God. It is a 
good time then to commune with Him, to enter into 
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covenant with Him, and take upon one’s self vows 
unto Him, and I hold this pledge of Jacob’s, aside 
from its selfishness, to be a model one in many re- 
spects. 


“And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again 
to my father’s house in peace, then shall the Lord be my 
God: and this stone which I have set for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house, and of all that Thou shalt give me I will 
surely give the tenth unto Thee’. 


Jacob regarded God as 


THE ALL-SUFFICIENT GUIDE. 


He recognized his need of God’s presence. 

“And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with 
me. 

Perhaps no one has better expressed the thought 
of benefit from a holy presence than Drummond 
does in “The Changed Life”. You remember he 
says, “There are some men, and some women, in 
whose company we are always at our best. While 
with them we cannot think mean thoughts or speak 
ungenerous words, their mere presence is elevation, 
purification, sanctity. All the best stops in our na- 
ture are drawn out by their intercourse and we find 
music in our souls that was never there before”. 
Now if it be true that the friendship of a good man 
tends to godly living, how much more the fellow- 
ship of the Father Himself? I don’t wonder that 
Enoch was a good man—“Enoch walked with God”. 
I don’t wonder that Moses was a good man, God 
walked with him. And I don’t wonder that Jacob 
caile to be a good man, for in our text Jacob pleads 
with God to become his companion. It is not when 
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God is with us that we go wrong, it is only when 
we have turned our backs upon Him. 

There are some sons who don’t want the father 
with them when they go into the streets at even 
time because his presence would prevent their evil 
practices. And any man who goes his way though 
this world without God gives a practical testimony 
to the fact that he prefers sin to sacred communion. 
And every man who begins his day by pleading 
with God to come and walk with him evidences in 
that fact his sense of need and his disposition to do 
right and to be right. 


Jacob’s vow also presents another thought, name- 

ly, his conscious need of God’s preserving power. 
“Jacob vowed a vow saying, If God will be with me, and 

will keep me in this way that I go”. 

No man ever outgrows his nursery rhyme, “Now 
1 lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to 
keep”. In fact the older one grows the greater his 
need of being kept. The increase in his temptations 
necessitates the constant presence of a preserving 
God. Especially when one has come away from 
home, away from father’s counsel, away from the 
holy atmosphere of a mother’s love, away from all 
the restraining influences felt in every well-regulated 
house; then it is indeed he needs to be preserved 
by an infinite power. When one is thrown into soci- 
ety where invitations to break his total abstinence 
habits, to begin gambling on the small scale of the 
social game, to go into theaters where the whole 
atmosphere tends to take away the enamel of high 
moral living; then one needs to be preserved by a 
higher power. If he doesn’t have God to keep him 
at this time of life, and under these circumstances of 
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temptation, he will soon be the subject of angels’ 
pity. 

There are some men that never see this necessity. 
They hold themselves and their own abilities in 
such esteem that they half scorn the suggestion of 
help from a higher power. They have no vows to 
make to God and no favors to ask from God. All 
the pet vices of society find in them defenders. They 
hold in contempt the young churchmen who frankly 
confess their fear of the tempter and who rejoice 
that in the hour of trial they can turn for help to 
Him who holdeth the worlds in His hands. 

If Jacob had belonged to the company of those 
who bent not the knee to God, nor made any appeal 
to His preserving power, he would never have been 
heard from. Or, if his memory had remained, it 
would have been like Esau’s, stained by a cheap 
selling-out of material and spiritual interests. But 
Jacob was wise. He plead with God to keep him 
in the way, and every man who does that ought to 
remember the Psalmist’s words and be comforted, 
“He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor 
sleep”. 

Mr. Moody once said, “I suppose if Queen Vic- 
toria had to take care of the crown of England, some 
thief might attempt to get access to it, but it is put 
away in the tower of London and guarded night and 
day by soldiers. The whole English army would, if 
necessary, be called out to protect it’. But every man 
who will have it so has better protection still in the 
infinite power of Jacob’s preserving God. Despite 
Satan’s cunning and his superhuman ability, God 
encourages His own by speaking through Isaiah, 
“Fear not for I am with thee. Be not dismayed for I 
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am thy God, I will strengthen thee, I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness” (41:10). 


Paul also says, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto Him”. While Jude, out of a 
rich experience of fellowship with the Father, makes 
Him to say, “I am able to keep you from falling”. 


Jacob also realized his need of Divine guidance. 
“And will keep me in the way that I go”. 


Jacob was not one of those men who believed that 
he could choose the path of life for himself. He had 
seen many another, apparently as wise as he, make 
shipwreck of it and he didn’t propose to follow in 
the wake of their folly by disregarding God. 


I had in one of my meetings a young man who 
spent the entire time smirking at his comrades and 
at some silly girls, and it was evident that nothing 
said was having the least effect upon him. So soon 
as the after-meeting was begun I went down and 
asked him if he wouldn’t like to be a Christian, and 
he answered me, “Well, we don’t all believe alike, 
you know”. Then I inquired, “What do you be- 
lieve?”’. He hesitated, as if it was difficult to formu- 
late his faith, and I asked, “Do you believe the Bi- 
ble?”. He answered that he didn’t know that he did. 
Then I inquired, “When did you read it last?”’. 
After some confusion he confessed he hadn’t seen 
one for years. No guidance for him from God. He 
didn’t think he needed any. It would be difficult for 
one to be more certain of making failure and ship- 
wreck of life than that young man is certain of mak- 
ing. The man who doesn’t see his need of Divine 
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guidance is extremely short-sighted, is indeed blind 
to all of the most serious facts of life. 

A visitor at the White House during the days of 
the Civil War said, “I had been spending three 
weeks in the White House with Mr. Lincoln as his 
guest. One night—it was just after the battle of 
Bull Run—I was restless and could not sleep. It 
was coming near to the dawn when I heard low 
tones proceeding from a private room where the 
President slept. The door was partly open. I in- 
stinctively walked in and there I saw a sight which 
I shall never forget. It was the President kneeling 
before an open Bible. The light was turned low in 
the room. His back was turned toward me. I shall 
never forget his tones, so pitiful and so sorrowful, 
‘Oh, Thou God that heard Solomon in the night 
when he prayed for wisdom, hear me! I cannot lead 
this people, I cannot guide the affairs of this nation 
without help. I am poor and weak and sinful. Oh, 
God, Thou who didst hear Solomon when he cried 
for wisdom, hear me and save this nation!” It is 
an indication of Lincoln’s greatness that he realized 
so deeply his need of Divine guidance. Who doubts 
that God heard and answered that agonizing cry 
and gave the president wisdom? “If any man lack 
wisdom let him ask of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him”. 

Jacob also regarded God as 

THE GIVER OF ALL GOOD. 


He appeals to Him for food and raiment. 


“If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 
that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
put on’. 
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The Lord’s prayer contains no more important 
petition than this, “Give us this day our daily 
bread”, and no man has realized his true dependence 
upon God’s bounty until he can pray that prayer, 
knowing that it must be answered or he will go 
hungry. No matter how shrewd he may be, nor 
how full of energy, it is not within the power of man 
to make bread or to create raiment. “Every good 
and every perfect gift cometh down from the Father 
of lights”. When one realizes that fact he is likely to 
follow Jacob’s example and ask only for the neces- 
sities of life, not its luxuries. It has long been a mat- 
ter of interest to me to see how the man of Jacobic 
spirit, the man who is content with and even grate- 
ful for the common blessings, comes often into pos- 
session of the greatest means or reaches unto the 
highest attainments. Jacob now asks only for bread 
and raiment, but follow him and you find that God 
gives him great riches. I have been interested in 
seeing how George Mueller, when he began his 
great work for orphans, did not think of a tremen- 
dous enterprise, but only of a modest one. His first 
prayer was for “a thousand pounds and some suit- 
able persons to take care of children”. The first 
answer to that petition was in the form of a single 
shilling from a poor missionary and a sister who 
offered her services for the work. By and by Mueller 
rented a house and arranged for the reception of 
thirty orphan girls. At the time that seemed to him 
a great beginning. A few years, and lo, God had 
put into his hands six magnificent institutions, a 
hundred and eighty-nine missionaries, about a hun- 
dred schools, with nine thousand scholars in them, 
and a large tract society to be supported in addition 
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to the hundreds of little ones who looked to him for 
every crumb that satisfied their hunger. And lo, 
God raised up contributors to keep all this wonder- 
ful work going. He asked for food and raiment for 
a few waifs. God answered with such grace as to 
make him a father to thousands and the founder of 
one of the most wonderful institutions of the cen- 
tury. 

Jacob also depended upon God for a successful 
journey. He wanted to go to the house of Bethuel 
in Padan-aram, and bring back a wife to the house 
of Isaac and Rebecca. His heart was set on the 
round trip. He seems to have appreciated his fa- 
ther’s house and to have felt that true prosperity 
would mean his being returned to that place, there 
to live and die. 

Few young men feel so when first they are quit- 
ting the house of youth. Many entertain the opinion 
that almost any place is preferable to that of their 
childish experiences. But the rule is as men grow 
older their hearts turn again to the home of child- 
hood and many a man has an abiding ambition to 
go back to the scenes of childhood and there spend 
his last days. The longer one remains away from 
the home of his youth the more blessed and beauti- 
ful that home seems to him, and the more he mar- 
vels at the poor appreciation he had of it when, in 
the early time, all of its attractions entered into his 
experience. Goldsmith has beautifully expressed 
this thought in his poem, “The Deserted Village” 
by saying, 

“In all my wand’rings round this world of care, 


In all my griefs—and God has given my share— 
I still had hopes, my latest hours to crown, 
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Amidst these humble bowers to lay me down; 
To husband out life’s taper at the close, 

And keep the flame from wasting, by repose; 

I still had hopes—for pride attends us still— 
Amidst the swains to show my book-learn’d skill, 
Around my fire an evening group to draw, 

And tell of all I felt and all I saw; 

And as a hare, whom hounds and horns pursue, 
Pants to the place from whence at first she flew, 
I still had hopes, my long vexations past, 

Here to return—and die at home at last’. 

It was that desire that Jacob voiced in his prayer, 
and no man can read this petition without realizing 
that in a few sentences Jacob laid before God the 
essential blessings and begged them. 

But to his pleading Jacob added his pledge. He 


promised God 


A PERSONAL ALLEGIANCE. 


“If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 
that I go, and will give me bread to eat and raiment to put 
on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, 
then shall the Lord be my God, and this stone which I have 
set for a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that Thou 
shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto Thee”. 


Here is a definite pledge to three things. 

First of all he promised himself. “Then shall the 
Lord be my God”. Jacob meant by that sentence 
that out of all the gods that are asking for worship- 
pers in this idol-ridden land I give myself to Je- 
hovah. That is the gift that God desires above all 
others. Christ didn’t die for our possessions, He died 
for us, and God’s first requirement from man is not 
a contribution of his means but an offer of his being 
upon the altar of love. Oh, that men might realize 
this! There are those who imagine that to make a 
great money offering to some righteous cause would 
be most acceptable to the Lord. But those who 
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have money to offer realize that with God their gifts 
of silver and gold are of secondary moment. Helen 
Gould Shepherd, that Christian woman who is mak- 
ing a name to be universally loved and honored, is 
reported to have said recently that those who give 
their lives to bless their needy fellows made an of- 
fering far more acceptable to God than any mere 
contribution of money can be, and she was right. 

Wendell Phillips was brought up in a wealthy 
house and had he desired to do so might have satis- 
fied a sort of conscience by contributing silver and 
gold to good causes, while keeping himself from the 
altar. But one day he heard Lyman Beecher preach 
and when the sermon was over he went to his room 
and threw himself upon the floor and cried, “Oh, 
God, I belong to Thee, take what is Thine!”. That 
was the best contribution he ever made to God’s 
cause—himself. 

Do you remember Mr. Moody’s story of the man 
who went to California in the early fifties, and who, 
by gold-digging, was rapidly making a fortune, and 
every month or so sent back to his wife an increasing 
amount of money? When this had been going on 
for a good while she grew sick of it all and sent him 
a letter saying, “Husband, come home, it is not 
money that we want, we want you!”. That is what 
God wants, first and foremost, you and me. Jacob 
pleased him best when he promised his personal al- 
legiance. 

Jacob pledged him worship. 


“This stone which I have set up for a pillar shall be 
God’s house”. 


There are so many people nowadays who seem to 
think that Christianity consists in making such a 
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credible confession of faith as will secure one’s ad- 
mission into the church. Once in they are at ease in 
Zion and troubled by no convictions of duty. Re- 
ligion with them is like the old woman’s umbrella. 
Charles Spurgeon says, “A youth was leaving his 
aunt’s house and as he stepped from the door he 
found the rain falling. Turning back into the hall 
he caught up an umbrella which was snugly stand- 
ing in a corner and was proceeding to open it when 
the old lady took note of his purpose and spring- 
ing toward him, said, “No, No! that you never shall, 
I have had that umbrella twenty-three years and it 
has never been wetted yet, and I am sure it shan’t 
be wetted now”. Then Mr. Spurgeon moralizes, say- 
ing that it is so with some folk’s religion, it is none 
the worse for wear! 

But when Jacob gave himself to God, he deliber- 
ately planned to worship God. He proposed to erect 
an altar to God and there bow the knee until the 
very place had become one of God’s habitation. Oh, 
I think I see in this pledge one of the most im- 
portant promises a man can make. Few things are 
more difficult than to give God His rightful place in 
the family; few things more difficult than to keep 
the altar fires burning; few things more difficult 
than so to conduct yourself at your own home, daily, 
as to make it a fit habitation for the Holy One; few 
things more difficult than to keep in that close com- 
munion with Him that leaves one’s soul without 
self-condemnation ; few things so difficult as to live 
our lives in whatsoever place, and under whatso- 
ever circumstances we may have to live it, in such a 
way that God can approve of it, and God can employ 
it to His praise. The man or the woman who does 
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that has accomplished the mightiest triumph, has_ 
achieved the most marvelous victory! He who 
pleases God need not care whether he win the ap- 
plause of men; he who pleases God can be alike in- 
different to the commendation of friends or the de- 
famation of foes. Truly, as Henry Van Dyke says, 
“There is One that seeth in secret, and followeth 
the soul in all its struggles, the great King—whose 
approval is honor, whose love is happiness. To 
please Him is success and victory and peace!”. 

Then Jacob proposed a tithe. 

“And of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto Thee”. 

Unconverted Jacob was a better Christian in be- 
havior than many a modern who is a church-mem- 
ber. There is no truer test of a man’s religion than 
is found in his disposition of his means. This test 
applies not alone to those who are millionaires but 
to the humblest among us as well. Do you remem- 
ber how Dwight Hillis in his book, “The Invest- 
ment of Influence”, says, “Working among the poor 
of London, an English author searched out the life 
career of an apple-woman. Her story makes the 
history of kings and queens contemptible! Events 
had appointed her to poverty, hunger, cold and two 
rooms in a tenement. But there were three orphan 
boys sleeping in an ashbox whose lot was harder. 
She dedicated her heart and life to the little waifs. 
During two and forty years she mothered and reared 
some twenty orphans, gave them home and bed and 
food, taught them all she knew, helped some to ob- 
tain a scant knowledge of the trades, helped others 
off to Canada and America”. The author says, “She 
had misshapen features, but that an exquisite smile 
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was on the dead face. It must have been so, she 
had a beautiful soul, as Emerson said of Longfel- 
low. Poverty disfigured the apple-woman’s gar- 
ret, and want made it wretched, nevertheless God’s 
most beautiful angels hovered over her humble 
home. Like a broken vase the perfume of her being 
will sweeten literature and society a thousand years 
after we are gone”. 

That is what God wants, your soul first of all, an 
altar kindled with the flame of your affections, and 
a sense of stewardship which shall make it a privi- 
lege to share prosperity with its Author. 
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